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Brief Introduction

In order to reflect the achievements in scientific research and production of main grain
crops cultivation in dry area in the northern part of China and to sum up these achievements
systematically in theory and enrich the experiences in cultivation techniques in practices fur-
ther, this monograph has been written and compiled on a new level. With 15 kinds of crops
such as winter wheat, spring wheat, corn, sorghum, millet, oats, buck-wheat, potato,
sweet potato, soybean, small red bean, green gram, pea. broad bean, and kidney bean as
the main crops, each crop is described from the origin, evolution and dissemination, varietal
types, to growth and environmental effects in the fields of biological basis of dry farming,
distribution in production, its situation and prospects in development, good cultivation tech-
niques, special cultivation methods, seed-breeding by crossing and production system of
good strains of seed, etc. It contains 11 chapters except for preface and introduction. Pro-
ceeding from the background of the key research on dry farming of the country and taking
the vast dry farming areas in the northern part of China as the target area, the cultivation of
many main grain crops is described comprehensively and systematically in this book. It has
substantial and profound contents that are strong in terms of theory and practice. This book
possesses values in reference and guidance. It is suitable for agricultural researchers, teach-
ers and students in universities and colleges and it is also very useful to administrative units

of agriculture, extension units and agricultural producers as well.
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