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1. Queen Elizabeth II—A Royal Row

ERPHTEH—FEENNUS

Queen Elizabeth’s reign has been
marked by great changes in the lives of
her people and in the power and pres-
tige of her nation . Although she is on-
ly a formal head of state in the United
Kingdom and a symbol of historical
ties in the Commonwealth of Nations ,
Queen Elizabeth has established her-
self as a popular and respectable
monarch  with  her  remarkable
abilities .
By Anne Senior

Forty years ago, a freshfaced 25-year-old woman took charge of
the oldest secular institution in Britain, the monarchy. She also had
two small children and a family of nations to look after. Britain may

not be throwing a big party or hanging out many flags, but Queen
1



Elizabeth has good cause to celebrate the anniversary of her accession
to the throne.

She has kept her crown, and her dignity, where other dynas-
ties have fallen to the forces of republicanism. She is popular, re-
spected and very, very rich. Which is no small feat for the diminu-
tive, soft-spoken woman who was propelled onto the throne by the
sudden death of her father King George VI on February 6, 1952.

Some wondered then, when the news was broken to the new
queen during a visit to Kenya, whether she was really up to the
challenge of an imperial reign.

But the queen has revitalised the 1,000 -year-old monarchy and
shown diplomatic skill in smoothing the transition from British-ruled
cmpire to Commonwealth.

The queen, now 65 and a silverhaired grandmother, has been
on the throne longer than any British monarch since her great-great-
grandmother, Victoria, who reigned from 1837-1901.

Cynics' may say she has little else to sow for her reign and point
to trouble brewing, but the royal House of Windsor” has at least sur-
vived and has plenty of young males to continue the line.

In the world at large, Queen Elizabeth has seen empires and
ideologies fall during a reign covering some of the most convulsive
events of the 20th century. But at home, she kept alive the ancient
principles of hereditary monarchy® even as Britain began to shake off
its class structures and create a more egalitarian society.

She may have lost an empire, but the monarchy under her
stewardship has found a glittering new role—as the best royal show

on earth.
She made clear that she sees her service to Britain and the Com-



monwealth as a lifelong duty.

Commonwealth Secretary-General Chief Emeka Anyaoku said
in a tribute to the queen that she had visited and earned the admira-
tion of their peoples. “The humanity, warmth and friendship for
which the Common-wealth stands are the qualities which she has
above all displayed in her 40 years as its head.”

The queen has been long regarded as the glue binding together
this multiethnic group of democracies and one-path states with its
array of religions. “The queen considers her role as head of the
Commonwealth as being of immense importance. She has an enor-
mous fund of knowledge on how it works and of the personalities in-
volved,” said Judith Brown, professor of Commonwealth History at
Oxford University. “She has had a very important behind-the-scenes
role, especially at Commonwealth summits, in soothing over differ-
ences and keeping the heads of government talking. ”

Not everyone is cheering, however.

Although the queen is held to be a paragon of virtue, thrift and
restraint, some of her family members are not. The exploits of the
royal super-rich are tarnishing the British crown and turning the
monarchy into a cheap soap opera, critics say.

The royals have been rebuked by an increasingly irreverent
press for going shooting while British forces were at war in the Gulf
and talking skiing holidays in luxurious Swiss resorts while Britain
struggles through a severe recession.

The tide of criticism has even reached the queen, with an out-
cry over the tradition which allows the monarch to pay not a penny
in income . tax on her fortune.

But the queen, hitherto thought of as the richest woman in the
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land—perhaps in the world—is now reported to have suffered a
sharp drop in her personal wealth. The Economist magazine said last
week her private investment portfolio* is worth less than £ 50 mil-
lion—only a tenth of earlier estimates.

“She has spent the dividends and dug deep into the capital,
mainly to help other members of her immediate family,” the weekly
magazine said. It argued that she should not pay tax on her annual
income of between one and five million pounds (two to nine million
dollars).

Perhaps appropriately in these recession times, the government
of Prime Minister John Major has decided that the queen’s 40th an-
niversary will be a sedate affair compared with the razzmatazz of her
Silver Jubilee® celebrations in 1977.

The queen will spend the day quietly on her Sandringham coun-
try estate, Buckingham Palace aides say. It will not be a national
holiday and no state celebrations are planned.

But a charity founded by royal fans, the Royal Anniversary
Trust, has organised a series of celebrations throughout the year, in-
cluding a show at London’s Victoria and Albert museum to com-
memorate the queen’s reign and a star-studded television extravagan-
za to be shown in October.

The anniversary day itself will mark a milestone in the ever
closer relationship between the monarchy and the media.

The queen, who popularised the walkabout the broke with
court protocol® to invite cameras inside Buckingham Place, has al-
lowed a British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) film crew unprece-
dented access for a documentary to be shown on the evening of
February 6.
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Traditional royalists decry such intimacy between sovereign and
subjects as stripping away the mystique which has sustained the
monarchy for centuries.

Royal insights find a ready audience but can also breed envy of
the family’s wealth and aggravate traditional class divisions which,
though more blurred these days, are still stubbornly rooted in British
society. _

Opinion polls register dissatisfaction with some jet-setting roy-
als but show high regard for the queen, suggesting people want the
family to look rich but act poor.

The antics of young royals, particularly the Duchess of York,
the former publishing secretary who married the queen’s second son
Prince Andrew, have moved from the gossip columns to the front
pages.

But even the most roistering royals are better behaved than
many of their forebears, while expected to conform to Victorian
standards of duty and morality widely abandoned by the rest of the
populace.

In her Christmas Day speech to the Commonwealth the queen
rededicated herself to her duties in a way that was seen as ruling out
abdication in favour of her heir Prince Charles.

Charles, first of the queen’s four children, has had a long ap-
prenticeship but is viewed by some royalists as a possible threat to
the institution of the monarchy, not least because of his reportedly
rocky relationship with his glamorous wife, Princess Diana.

Eager to break with the royal soap opera image and find a posi-
tive role, 43-year-old Prince Charles has stepped perilously close to
the forbidden territory of politics with his bleak assessments of
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British society, drawing fire from traditionalists.

“As we prepare to celebrate 40 years of the queen’s reign, it

might be worth asking another question,” said columnist Peter
McKay in the London daily the Evening Standard. “Will the monar-

chy last 40 weeks after she’s gone?”

Notes:

1. cynic: HAHERBRIN, FRAMER (ZEF) %, T
BERA.

2. Windsor: HALTE¥EEEFHMBIE (Windsor Castle)o

3. hereditary monarchy: HZ&H& F#il,

4. investment portfolio: BFEHE, WAbIE  EF A KM B
Fo

S. Silver Jubilee: (EXHEAK) 25 AFLT.

6. break with court protocol: ITHRBEMME (FfE5).

Comprehension Questions:

1.

In what way is Queen Elizabeth a distinctive monarch in British
history? What achievements has she made during her reign?
What social changes took place in British Empire in the 20th
century? What changes did that bring to the British monarchy?
What criticisms have fallen upon the royal family?

How would the queen’s 40th anniversary to the throne be cele-
brated?

What evidences show that Queen Elizabeth is more aware of the
modern role of the monarchy than her predecessors?

What is the royal row about?



2. Let the New Year Hold
No Terrors for US

1 E A

In her Christmas message , the Queen en-

couraged her nation and inspired her peo-
ple to be armed with faith so that the new
year should hold no terrors and the whole
nation should be able to enter the new
~year undauntedly.

To look back is not necessarily to be nostalgia. When [ come
to Sandringham each year, I like to reflect on what Christmas must
have been like when King Edward VII, my great grandfather, and
Queen Alexandra first came here as young parents. | remember my
own childhood Christmases here, with my father and mother, and a
great family gathering, and now I delight in seeing my children and
grandchildren enjoying the same traditions.

Christmas is the celebration of the birth of the founder of the
Christian faith, an event which took place almost 2, 000 years ago;
every year, at this time, we are asked to look back at that extraordi-
nary story and remind ourselves of the message which inspired
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Christ’s followers then, and which is just as relevant today.

At Christmas I enjoy looking back on some of the events of the
year. Many have their roots in history but still have a real point for
us today. I recall, especially, a dazzling spring day in Norwich
when I attended the Maundy Service, the cathedral providing a
spectacular setting. The lovely service is always a reminder of
Christ’s words to His disciplel: “Love one another; as [ have loved
you.” It sounds so simple, yet it proves so hard to obey.

In June came Trooping the Color?, a vivid reminder of this
country’s proud military tradition and of the discipline and dedica-
tion which our servicemen and women show in their taxing tasks of
peace-keeping in many distant parts of the world.

Then, in October, I opened Parliament. This is not just a state
occasion, but is also symbolic of the process of parliamentary democ-
racy which we enjoy here in Britain and in so many countries of the
Commonwealth. [t is a process which seeks to express the ideal of
the equality of all citizens under the law.

So, the past, with its traditions, has its lessons for us in 1996.
This year, in our travels, Prince Philip and [ have also been looking
to the future. I and all my family have always felt that one of our
most important duties is to express, in our visits overseas, the good-
will of our country towards friends abroad, near and far.

So, last spring, we visited Poland and the Czech Republic®,
where we saw the development of democracy and prosperity in coun-
tries which only recently were communist-governed. And every-
where we received the best of welcomes.

In the autumn we went to Thailand, where we renewed old

friendships and witnessed the blending of tradition with a dynamic
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commercial spirit?.

There was also a happy visit to this country by the President of
France. And [ shall never forget the state visit of President
Mandela. That most gracious of men has shown us all how to accept
the facts of the past without bitterness, how to see new opportuni-
ties as more important than old disputes and how to look forward
with courage and optimism. His example is a continuing inspiration
to the whole Commonwealth and to all those everywhere who work
for peace and reconciliation .

Each vear brings its share of difficulties for many farnilies. This year
has, 1 know, been no exception. And during it some have suffered fe-
reavement of a tragic and shocking kind. At such times, it is tempting for
all of us, especially those who suffer, to look back and say “If only”. But to
look back in that way is to look down a blind alley. Better to look forward
and say “If only”. If only we can live up to the example of the child who
was bom at Christmas with a love that came to embrace the whole world.

If only we can let Him recapture for us that time when we face the
future with childhood’s unbounded faith® . Armed with that faith, the new
year, with all its challenges and chances, should hold no terrors for us,
and we should be able to embark upon it undaunted.

My family joins me in wishing each one of you a very happy

Christmas.

Notes:

1. disciples: BRERE) (+) 116

2. Trooping the Color: ZEFILA B RNITEBRILL T

3. the Czech Republic: HEFRIFE (BRMHPEIHK—IER).

4. witnessed the blending:--commercial spirit: HB T 5% 54
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ERENELEMMAETRE .

5. If only we can***childhood’s unbounded faith: BERRITEUE
% H B EEMIER N EARESRE, b M
BAHBRIIREME---

Comprehension Questions:

1. How did the Queen spend her Christmas in Sandringham in her
childhood 7

2. What, in the eyes of the Queen, does the new event of opening
Parliament mean?

3. What countries did the Queen visit in 1996 and what made her

pleased?
4. Who have visited the UK in the year?
5. How did the Queen inspire her nation to look forward to a better

new year?

3. Remarkable Margaret Thatcher

7 IR R A

By Paul Johnson

Here an eminent historian probes the
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character of Britain’s valiant Prime
Minister and presents to us a great
statesman as well as an ordinary
womarn, who not only has enhanced
her nation but also played a world role
with her boundless energy , her simple

sense of rectitude and her courage .

The ascendancy of Margaret Thatcher isn’t just a British Phe-
nomenon; it’s a global one. Not since Winston Churchill has a
British leader been so admired throughout the world. In at least one
respect—the way other countries conduct their economic affairs—
she has had greater impact even than Churchill.

From the time she took office, she was determined to cut the
wasteful state down to size by * privatization” —returning
inefficient, publicly run industries to private ownership. She did this
for gas, phones, airlines, steel and cil—and has the same plans for
water, electricity, coal and railways.

As a result, the transformed industries no longer cost the tax-
payer a penny. British Steel, for instance, which as a state-owned
concern ran up one of the largest corporate losses in history, now
ranks among the world’s lowest-cost producers and is returning
handsome profits. Even more important, the number of ordinary
people who have bought shares in private corporations has leaped
from three million in 1979 to nine million today.

This threefold increase is a giant step toward what the prime
minister calls “democratic capitalism” —a concept that other coun-
tries which are burdened with vast, expensive governments would

1n



