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Achievement made
through prolonged and
arduous struggle in the
service of the people
and socialism.

Peng Zhen
1990

Inscription by Peng Zhen, former Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress.
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Foreword

Ninety-three-year-old Wu Yinxian, born right at the tum of this century, is a celebrated Chinese
photographer who has pursued his career for more than seventy years. As early as the twenties and
thirties when Wu Yinxian was first engaged in photographing, he paid much attention to the form, light
and silhouette. However, out of his deep-seated discontent with the reality of old China and his
profound sympathy with the people of lower social strata, more often than not this young man turned
his camera lens to the miserable life of the labouring people, producing such works as Under Heavy
Burden, Boat Trackers, Living in Hunger and Cold and Filling the Stomach With Hand-Outs. In the
meantime, he took many fine photos with implied meaning like Crying Out, Lightning and Brewing
Tempest and shot a number of progressive films including Sons and Daughters of the Day, City
Kaleidoscope, Common Destiny and Street Angel to expose the darkness of the old society and herald

in a new society.

In 1938, he determinedly left Shanghai for Yanan, then a sacred place of the Chinese people’s
struggle against Japanese invasion and for democracy, and took charge of the film corps there. From
then on, he embarked on a completely new lease of life in Yanan where he was affected by the
seething militant life and the spirit of revolutionary heroism and inculcated with the idea of serving the
workers, peasants and soldiers and the revolutionary war by means of literature and art. With whole-
hearted devotion, he recorded in films and photos the great talent and bold vision of the revolutionary
leaders and the militant spirit of the masses of the people. Making a Good Start Through Arduous
Struggle, Get Organized, Marching Into Nanniwan, Inspection at the Frontline, Militiamen and other
works graphically portray the brilliant image of the revolutionaries of the older generation including
Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Liu Shaogi and Zhu De and their great practice in leading the revolution.
These works also give true expression to the Yanan spirit of being united as one man in carrying on
the struggle under harsh conditions as displayed by the worker-peasant army and the people in the
revolutionary base areas. Particularly noteworthy is his touching masterpiece Doctor Bethune which
is well known in China and abroad for its presentation of this great internationalist fighter's sterling
qualities characterized by dauntlessness and selflessness. All the photographs taken by Wu Yinxian

during the revolutionary war have become precious literature of the revolutionary history.

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China,!'Wu Yinxian has devoted himself mainly
to teaching cinematography. Meanwhile, he has made use of every bit of time- available to travel

around the country, taking pictures and giving lectures. He has created many fine works with different
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subject matters and in various forms of expression to represent the magnificent and picturesque
sceneries of the motherland, the colourful life of the people and the tremendous achievements of

socialist construction. From the bottom of his heart, he eulogizes the new era.

As natural and simple as his personality is, Wu Yinxian's works cover a wide range of subject
matters. Figure photographing, however, is what he is really good at. He always strives to improve
his skill, which accounts for his perfect basic training and superb attainments. Through long years of

practice, he has developed a unique style of his own.

He has held several solo exhibitions in Beijing and over 20 provinces, cities and autonomous
regions, much to the liking of the public. In 1990, he was awarded the “Prize of Special Honour” for
his photo series entitled Without Communist Party There Would Be No New China at the 16th National
Exhibition of Photographic Art. He was elected Honorary President of the Chinese Photographers
Association at its Sth National Congress in 1991. His works have been put on display in the United
States, France, Brazil and Switzerland where they were widely acclaimed. In recognition of his
outstanding contributions to the field of Chinese and intemational photography, the International
Centre of Photography in New York awarded Wu Yinxian the “Certificate of Merit” and “Wu Yinxian
Day” was marked at the 19th International Photography Festival in Arles, France, with his works on

display.

Wu Yinxian has devoted himself to the Chinese revolution over a long period of time. His
unremitting efforts, superb skills and achievements in realistic creation make him a grand master
photographer of the time. His time-honoured masterpieces which mirror the features of the times will

go down in history and become precious spiritual wealth.

Lin Mohan
January 1993
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CHIEF
EDITOR'S
NOTE

Respected Mr. Wu Yinxian is our senior in the photographic circles of
China. He has vividly recorded through his camera a historical era, for which
he enjoys a high reputation in the field of international photography. What he
has accomplished not only shows that in this century China has gone through
the revolutionary war and historical changes which have attracted worldwide
attention, but also proves that this era has brought forth a large number of
outstanding photographers, Mr. Wu Yinxian being one of their prominent
exponents.

Out of his hatred for the old society and his sympathy with the labouring
people, he threw himself into the revolutionary cause of the people. As an
ordinary petty intellectual in the first place, he has grown into an artist who has
made outstanding contributions. In his art career covering as long as seventy-
odd years, he has created a host of time-honoured masterpieces of historic
value and artistic vitality. Photographic Masterpieces by Wu Yinxian contains
his representative pictures taken in the prime of life. Those portraying the
demeanour of the revolutionaries of the older generation and recording actual
events, in particular, are reminiscent of the perfect harmony between the
people and their leaders in the “Yanan Period™ and characterized by a distinc-
tive feeling of the time and a profound appeal. Mr. Wu Yinxian is worthy of
the title of a grand master of the time in realistic photography.

In the new historical period of carrying out reforms and opening to the
outside world, we must inherit and carry forward the fine tradition of Chinese
photography. Always bearing in mind the fact that the lifeblood of art lies in
its dose ties with the people, we should draw inspiration from the people’s
hard-working spirit of making history and be assiduous in putting things into
practice and bold in blazing new trails. We must create even more favourable
conditions for producing creative works, updating the theory of photography
and bringing up talents, so as to further the flourishing and development of
socialist photographic undertakings.

Yang Shaoming

Vice-President
Chinese Photographers Association

President
. China Contemporary Photography Society

Spring 1993
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