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Preface fo the
Second Edition

Fundamentals of English Grammar remains a developmental skills text for
mid-level students of English as a second or foreign language. It focuses on
key structures and provides ample opportunities for practice through
extensive and varied exercises. While focusing on grammar, it promotes the
development of all language skills.

The chief difference in the second edition of Fundamentals of Engluh
Grammar is the inclusion of additional grammar areas that are important at
the intermediate level. The principal additions deal with personal pronouns;
forms of other; connecting ideas with coordinating and subordinating
conjunctions, including the use of commas and periods; and comparisons.
Other short units have also been included: for example, the use of must to
make logical conclusions; expressing immediate future with be abowt 10;
nonspecific vs. specific pronouns (¢.g., May I have one vs. May I have it);
uncompleted infinitives; and using a gerund after a preposition. This edition
seeks to fill in gaps in an intermediate grammar syllabus. Not every class
will cover every unit, but the second edition makes a broad table of contents
available. Other changes in the second edition are directed toward clarifying
the structure presentations in the charts and improving the exercises.

Another significant difference in the second edition lies in the support
material: a workbook and a teacher’s guide.

The workbook provides independent study opportunities in the form of
Selfstudy Practices (with the answers given). It also provides Guided Stady
Practices (no answers given) for additional classwork, homework, and
individualized instruction as the teacher sees the need.

The teacher’s guide contains presentation suggestions; specific
techniques for handling the varied types of exercises; background grammar
notes; item notes on cultural content, vocabulary, and structure usage;
problems to anticipate; suggestions for oral and written student-centered
activities; and answers to the exercises.
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CHAPTER ”
Present Time

O EXERCISE 1—ORAL: Pair up with another student in the class. Interview each other.
Then introduce each other to the rest of the class. In your conversation with
the other person, find out this person’s name, native country, residence, field of
study or place of work, and free-time activities or hobbies. Take notes during the
interview.

1. Below is an example of a possible conversation.
A: Hi. My name is Kunio.
B: Hi. My name is Maria. I’m glad to meet you.

KUNIO: I’m glad to meet you, too. Where are you from?

MARIA: I'm from Mexico. Where are you from?

KUNIO: I'm from Japan.

MARIA: Where are you living now?

KUNIO: On Fifth Avenue in an apartment. And you?

MARIA: D’m living in a dorm.

KUNIO: What is your field of study?

MARIA: Business. After I study English, I’'m going to attend the School
of Business-Administration. How about you? What’s your
major?

KUNIO: Chemistry.

MARIA: What do you like to do in your free time? Do you have any
hobbies?

KUNIO: I like to swim. How about you?

MARIA: [ read a lot, and I collect stamps from all over the world.
KUNIO: Really? Would you like some stamps from Japan?
MARIA: Sure! That would be great. Thanks.

Present ime 01 }



KUNIO:
MARIA:
KUNIO:
MARIA:

KUNIO:
MARIA:

I have to write your full name on the board when I introduce
you to the class. How do you spell your name?

My first name is Maria: M-A-R-I-A. My last name is Lopez.

My first name is Kunio: K-U-N-1-O. My family name is Akiwa.
Kunio Akiwa. Is that right?

Yes, it is. It’s been nice talking with you.

[ enjoyed it, too.

" 2. Later Kunio stands up, writes Maria’s full name on the board, and says:
I would like to introduce you to Maria Lopez. Maria, would you please
stand up? Thank you. Maria is from Mexico. She’s living in a dorm. Her field
of study is business administration. She likes to read a lot, and her hobby is
collecting stamps from all over the world.
3. Next, Maria introduces Kunio to the class. What is Maria going to say?

4. Write the names of your classmates in your book as they are introduced

in class.

2'0 CHAPTER 1
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1-1 THE SIMPLE PRESENT AND THE PRESENT

PROGRESSIVE
THE SIMPLE PRESENT | (a) Ann rahkes a shower every day. ‘The simple present
(b) I usually eat lunch at the expresses daily habits or
cafeteria. usual activities, as in (a) and
(c) Babies cry. ®.
(d) The earth revolves around the I:;r:z‘;lm::aum
sun. : . of fact, as in (c) and (d). In
(¢) A square Mas four equal sides. | gum, the simple present is
(f) The sky és blue. used for events or situations
that exist always, usually, or
habitually in the past,
present, and future.
(g) Ann can’t come to the phene The present progressive
right now because she is taking | expresses an activity that is in
a shower. progress (is occurring, s

(h) It’s noon. I am eating lunch at
the cafeteria right now.
(i) Jimmy and Susie are babies.
. They are crying. I can hear
them right now. Maybe they are
hungry.

“the sentence, The event

happening) right now. The
event is in progress at the
time the speaker is saying

began in the past, is in
progress now, and will
probably continae into the
future. -~ ,

FORM: am, i3, are + -ing.

12 FORMS OF THE SIMPLE PRESENT AND PRESENT

PROGRESSIVE
. l ‘ _ -SIMPLE PRESENT PRESENI‘ PROGRESSIVE .
STATEMENT: | {I-You-We-They} work. 1 am working. *
{He-She-It} works. . {You-We-They} ares working.
i {He-She-It} is working.
NEGATIVE: | {I-You-We-They)}do ot work.** » 1 am mot working.
{He-She-It} does not work. { You-We-They} are not working. **
(He-She-It} is  mor working.
QUESTION: De  {I-you-we-they} work? Am 1 working?
' Does  {he-she-it}  work? Are {you-we-they} working?
Is {he-she-it} working?

* Contractions ofpm with be: I'm, you'rs, we're, they're; ke’s, she’s, it’s.

** Contractions of verbs with mer: dow’t, dossn’s, aren’t, ésn’t. (Note: ‘am and mot are not contracted.)
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