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Preface

The esthetical works describing those outstanding persons in Buddhism are
generally called “Buddhist images, portraits or paintings” which can be classified
into following categories: (1)According to the make, thev are sculptured or
carved image, plastered image or painted portraits. (2)On  the basis  of
different characters, they are Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Arhats, Vidvarajahs (Bright
Kings), celestial guardians and paintings based on Sutras. (3)According to
the regions and countries of the make, they are Gandhara, Indian, Chinese and
Japanese stvled images or paintings. (4)Based on Buddhist Schools, they: are
paintings of Pure Land School, Dyana School and Esoteric School. Buddhist
paintings and portraits classified into numerous categories have already formed
an unique artist stvle which has highly been praised by intellectuals in the world.

To propagate Buddhist religion by means of numerous paintings, portraits
or images is surely to promote the propagation of Buddhadharma and it will
create affinities with Buddhist believers. Unfortunately, a few Chinesc books
compiled mainly on the basis of Buddhist paintings can be found. Occasionally,
we can find a book related to Buddhist paintings, but it is mainly illustrated by
written words. This book printed with exquisite Buddhist paintings and portraits
and illustrated by appropriate written words can be regarded as the rare
creation in recent years.

The contents of this book are classified into five categories: Buddha Division,
Bodhisattva Division, Arhat Division, Vidvarajah Division, Celestial guardians
Division and Buddhist story Division. Seeing the portraits and reading the
illustration in this book, a reader will certainly have a thorough picture of
Buddhist religion. All Boddhas show their appearance of complete fulfilment.
Bodhisattvas show their appearance of compassion, Arhats show their easiness.
Vidyarajahs show their hatred and anger. Each of their appearance implies
the unique meaning of Buddhism. The complicated appearance displayed on the
images or portraits of celestial guardians reveals the myriads aspects of
Buddhism. In a word, the general aspects of Buddhadharma and its feature
are contained in this book.

Mr. Chu Chiang-yuan, publisher of China Cosmos Publishing House, combined
his efforts with that of Upasaka Chang Kwang-hsiung -to cdict and compile this
book in which many essays written by Buddhist masters and elders are gathered.
We can easily perceive their sincere and hearty devotion to Buddhism. As one

of the writers, I wrote a few words to express my wholehearted rejoicing and

praise for the publication of this book.

Lan, Chi-Fu
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The portrait of Buddha Sakyamuni preaching Dharma.
the collection of National Palace Museum. Taiwan, R.O.C.
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Sakyamuni Buddha

Sakyamuni Buddha is the founder of Buddhist religion. It was about in 500 B. C. that
he was born at Kapilavastu,the son of Suddhodana. His name was Siddhartha. After
his entering Buddhahood, he was honored “Sakyamuni” which means the saint of the
Sakya tribe.

Sakyamuni Buddha deeply realized the sufferings from birth, getting old, sickness
and death since childhood, he also knew the impermanence of joy and pleasure. So he
brought forth his mind to seek a way of liberation. He engaged in acestic practice for
six years along Nairanjana River. At the age of 35, he made the perfect enlightenment
under a Bodhi tree, that is, he was certified the Anuttra- samyak-sambodhi (unsur-
passed right and equal perfect enlightenment.), since then he was called Buddha (the
enlightened one) or World Honored One.

Sakyamuni Buddha proclaimed dharma for 49 years. W ith unsurpassed compassion,
wisdom, vow and practice, he pointed a way of liberation for living beings. He modeled
himself for self enlightenment and enlightening others. He honored dharma and
instructed living beings to strictly follow Vinaya. He erected an unprecedented
bright tower for oriental culture.

According to the Dhrama Flower Sutra of great vehicle, Sakyamuni Buddha
accomplished Buddhahood, prevailed Dharma and entered nirvana in India, that
was the convenience of hisx\manifo.starion. Actually, he had realized Buddhahood
in previous kalpas. Sakyamuni Buddha’s life is limitless, his body Is permanent,

and his brilliance of wisdom is eternallv shining on living beings.

Tripitaka Master Yin Shun Instructor, Wei Jih Autorium, Taipei




