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Chapter I A Brief Introduction to
Physical Geography

Situated in Northwestern Europe, lying to the north of France and
the west of the Netherlands and Denmark, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland consists of England, Scotland, and Wales;
numerous smaller coastal islands; and Northern Ireland. The total area of
the United Kingdom(known popularly, if not quite accurately, as Britain)
is 242 534 square kilometers (1993).

England occupies the southern portion of Great Britain. With an area
of 130 478 square kilometers(1993), it is the most important part of the
Kingdom in wealth, size, and population. It includes London, the centre of
government for the whole nation. Wales, on the western prominence
between the Bristol Channel and the Dee estuary, was effectively united
with England in the I4th century. The area of Wales is 20 768 square
kilometers (1993} .

Scotland, with an area of 77 167 square kilometers (1993), occupies
the northern portion of Great Britain. It retained its own parliament until
1707 when, by the Act of Union, Scotland and the kingdom of Engl'and
and Wales were constitutionally joined as the kingdom of Great Britain.
In matters of local government Scotland has much in common with
England, but Scottish legal procedure remains different in many ways. A
Celtic language, Gaelic, is spoken in parts of the Highlands. Just as
Welsh, another Celtic tongue, is spoken in North and Central Wales.

Northern Ireland is composed of the six Irish counties that elected to
remain in the union with Great Britain when the remaining 26 counties of

Ireland obtained au:conomy in 1921. Thereafter the name United
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