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Lesson

What Is the GRE?

The letters GRE stand for Graduate Record Examinations, standardized exams
given at various locations in the United States and around the world. As of this
writing, the GRE is offered both in a pencil-and-paper version and in a computer-
ized version. The pencil-and-paper version is available on certain scheduled
dates, and the computerized version is a\my appointment during regular
business hours throughout the year. Eventually, the pencil-and-paper version will
be phased out, and all candidates will take the computerized version.

There is a GRE General Test as well as GRE Subject Tests in disciplines such as
Biology, Mathematics, and Psychology. This book is devoted to the GRE General
Test, the most widely used of the GREs. If a school to which you are applying
requires a Subject Test in addition to the General Test, check your bookstore for
the availability of an ARCO book to help you prepare for that test. For the purpose
of simplicity, in this book the term GRE will be used to refer to the General Test—
whether the pencil-and-paper version or the computerized version.

The GRE includes verbal ability questions, math ability questions, and analyti-
cal ability questions. All questions used on the GRE are multiple-choice items. If
you take the pencil-and-paper version of the test, you will record your answers on
a special sheet. After the testing session, answer sheets and testing materials are
sent to a central location for processing; a few weeks later, scores are mailed to
candidates. If you take the computerized version of the test, you will select your
answers on the computer screen using a pointer controlled by a “mouse.” At the
end of the testing session, you will be given the option of having the computer
calculate your scores immediately. Written reports are sent out a few weeks later.

The letters CAT stand for Computer Adaptive Test. The CAT differs from the
pencil-and-paper version of the GRE in that a computer program chooses prob-
lems based on a candidate's responses to previous questions. Thus, the CAT is
“adaptive” or “interactive.” Whereas candidates taking the pencil-and-paper
version of the test were presented with a range of questions (including easy, mod-
erately difficult, and difficult items), the CAT selects questions according to each
candidate's ability. Because the CAT is interactive, it uses fewer items and takes
less time to administer than the pencil-and-paper version.

The letters GREB stand for the Graduate Record Examinations Board, an inde-
pendent committee that is affiliated with the Association of Graduate Schools and
the Council of Graduate Schools in the United States. The GREB establishes the
general policies that govern the GRE. )

The letters ETS stand for Educational Testing Service. ETS is a private company
with headquarters in Princeton, New Jersey, and offices in many other places.
Educational Testing Service, as the name suggests, offers testing services, and one
of its products is the GRE, which it administers under the policies set by the GREB.
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GETTING STARTED

[ETS also produces the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) and the Graduate Man-
agement Admission Test (GMAT), and sometimes produces the LSAT (Law School

Admission Test).]
Contact ETS for registration materials at least six weeks before you want to take

the GRE.

Educational Testing Service
Graduate Record Examinations Program
CN 6000
: Princeton, N.J. 08541-6000
- (609) 771-7670
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Lesson

The CAT and the pencil-and-paper versions of the GRE obviously differ from one
another in a very important way: one is presented electronically on the screen of
a computer monitor while the other is presented in a booklet. The content of the
test, however, is substantially the same regardless of whether it is presented elec-
tronically or in booklet form. Consequently, this book is effective preparation for
both test forms.

Of course, some strategies are uniquely suited to one form and are simply not
available for the other form. For example, a strategy used to good advantage by
some candidates taking the pencil-and-paper version is to answer questions in the
verbal sections out of numerical order because some take considerably less time
than others. Obviously, this strategy is not available on the CAT, because the
computer determines the order in which the problems must be done. In the
instructional material that follows, footnotes have been included, where appropri-
ate, to indicate that a strategy is designed for just one or the other form of the test.

The Format of the GRE

The pencil-and-paper version of the GRE is divided into seven 30-minute sec-
tions. Each section is separately timed. You will have two verbal sections, two
math sections, and two analytical sections, plus a wild card section. The wild card
section may be verbal, or math, or analytical, but it will not count toward your
score. The wild card section contains questions being tried out for future GREs.
You will not, however, be told which is the wild card section.

TYPICAL PENCIL-AND-PAPER GRE

Number of
Section Questions Time Limit
Verbal 38 30 minutes
Math 30 30 minutes
Analytical 25 30 minutes
Verbal 38 30 minutes
Analytical 25 30 minutes
Math 30 30 minutes
Wild Card — 30 minutes
(Note: The order of the sections varies from administration to administration, and
the wild card section is not necessarily the last section in the booklet.)




