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Unit 1 X

Pari A

Solemn Ceremony Marks Handover

Asolemn, historic ceremony has
marked the resumption of the
exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong
by the People’s Republic of China.

The President of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) Mr Jiang
Zemin and the Prince of Wales, both
spoke at the ceremony, which straddled
midnight of June 30 and July 1.

The ceremony was telecast live
around the world.

The ceremony took place in the
Grand Hall of the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre
(HKCEC) Extension and was attended
by some 4,000 guests, including
foreign ministers and dignitaries from
more than 40 countries and
international organisations, and about
400 of the world’s media.

Principal representatives of both
countries were seated on the central
dais.

Representing China were Mr
Jiang; Mr Li Peng, Premier of the State

Council of the PRC; Mr Qian Qichen,
Vice Premier of the State Council of
the PRC; General Zhang Wannian,
Vice Chairman of the Central Military
Commission of the PRC; and Mr Tung
Chee Hwa, the Chief Executive of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region (HKSAR) of the PRC.

Representing Britain were Prince
Charles; Tony Blair, Prime Minister;
Robin Cook, Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs;
Christopher Patten, Governor of Hong
Kong; and General Sir Charles
Guthrie, Chief of Defence Staff.

Seated in three rows behind the
principal representatives were more
than 180 distinguished guests,
including dignitaries from China and
Britain and the principal officials of
HKSAR Government.

More than 150 years of British
administration over Hong Kong ended
with the playing of the British National
Anthem and the lowering just before
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midnight yesterday (Monday) of the
Hong Kong and Union flags.

This was followed at the stroke of
midnight by the playing of the Chinese
National Anthem, and the raising of the
Chinese national flag and the flag of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region within the first minute of the
new day (Tuesday).

Guards of Honour from China and
Britain — 36 from each country — as
well as Military Bands from both
countries took part in the ceremony,
which started at about 11:40 pm and
ended about 12:10 am.

Three Royal Hong Kong Police
officers lowered the British Hong Kong
flag, while another three, also from the
Hong Kong Police, raised the SAR flag.

Following the ceremony, Mr Qian
bid farewell to the Prince of Wales and
Mr Patten at the HKCEC Extension before

VOCABULARY
/7@

the two left for the Royal Yacht Britannia,
for their departure from Hong Kong.
Order of Ceremony
Entry of Guards of Honour
Entry of Officiating Parties
Salute by Guards of Honour
Speech by the Prince of Wales
Entry of Flag Parties
British National Anthem
Lowering of Union and Hong
Kong Flags

Chinese National Anthem

Raising of Chinese and Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region Flags

Departure of Flag Parties

Speech by the President of the
People’s Republic of China, Mr Jiang
Zemin

Departure of Officiating Parties

Departure of Guards of Honour

S

solemn / 'solom / a. /™89, ™Ry
ceremony / 'serimoni / n. {3, B3,
handover / 'hend,ouvs / n. ¥83%
resumption / rizampJon / n. K2, RO
exercise sovereignty {5

straddle / 'stredl / v. IB; BN
dignitary / 'dignitori / n. A, 88
dais / 'deiis / n. YAL8; HE

x bid/bid / v. |, T"R




Unit 1 «Se

(NE . . the President of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) Mr Jiang Zemin:
2 Pt A RAFIDTRTER

2. the Prince of Wales: EEEEE/RETES

3. the Grand Hall of the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre
(HKCEC) Extension: SBZNBRPINVAEE

4. MrLi Peng, Premier of the State Council of the PRC: chig A\ RHAIE
BRRESEESES

5. Mr Qian Qichen,Vice Premier of the State Council of the PRC: thi
ARFRNEESREISBEER

6. General Zhang Wannian,Vice Chairman of the Central Military
Commission of the PRC: thig \ REFBPREZRFHEKDERE

7. MrTung Chee Hwa, the Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) of the PRC: thig A RHAIEEBLS
TR BB EEERESTE. Special Administrative Region of the
PRC, pEBVSANTRKX, 181997 %78 | BEENROIPPENEE.

8. Tony Blair, Prime Minister: (EE)S1EFE - 73R/

9. Robin Cook, Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth
Affairs: (RE)ISKEDS R - ER

|0. Christopher Patten, Governor of Hong Kong; and General Sir Charles
Guthrie, Chief of Defence Staff BEBETE, BEHSIRKIBEERE

1. the Royal Yacht Britannia: (ZE)RIMET S 2R B '

2
EXERCISES v
@ Answar tha ollowing quastions

|. What do you think is the significance of the resumption of the exercise
of sovereignty over Hong Kong by the People’s Republic of China?
2. As a Chinese, what impressed you most while reading the passage?

3. Predict the future of Hong Kong.
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I. Which of the following statements is supported by the passage?

d.

The ceremony began with the raising of the flag of the People’s Republic
of China.

The speeches of the Prince of Wales and the President of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) Mr Jiang Zemin marked the beginning of the
ceremony.

Most of the people all over the world could watch the ceremony over
television.

More than 5,000 guests and about 400 of the world's news reporters
attended the ceremony.

2. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?
a. Among the 4,000 guests, 4 % were dignitaries from China and Britain

b.

and the principal officials of HKSAR Government.

Among the 4,000 guests, 5 % were dignitaries from China and Britain
and the principal officials of HKSAR Government.

Among the 4,000 guests, 4 % were dignitaries from more than 40
countries and international organisations, and about 400 of the world's
media attended the ceremony.

Among the 4,000 guests, 5 % were dignitaries from more than 40
countries and international organisations, and about 400 of the world's
media attended the ceremony.

3. It can be inferred from the passage that Hong Kong was most probably

occupied by Britain .

a.
b.
c
d.

in the beginning of the |9th century
in the beginning of the 18th century
in the middle of the |8th century

in the latter half of the |19th century
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4. "Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?

a. The Chinese National Anthem was played to mark the beginning of
the ceremony.

b. The flag of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR)
was the only flag raised in the first minute of the ceremony.

¢. The British National Anthem was not played in the first minute of the
ceremony.

d. The British Hong Kong flag was not raised in the first minute of the
ceremony.

5. The passage told us that
a. about 70 Guards of Honour took part in the ceremony
b. the ceremony lasted 40 minutes
¢. Miltary Bands from both Hong Kong and Britain took part in the ceremony
d. the Prince of Wales and Mr Patten left Hong Kong in the morning

6. The attitude of the reporter is one of
a. indifference
b. objectivity
¢. prejudice
d. appreciation

Pait 5

1. Harbour Spectacular Ushers in
Hong Kong's New Era

q n explosion of light and sound as Victoria Harbour became the stage
ushered in Hong Kong's New Era for the biggest show Hong Kong has
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ever seen.

The HK$100 million spectacular,
featuring lasers, lights, fireworks, water
fountains, music, an illuminated flotilla
and the world’s largest karaoke
performance was staged this
(Tuesday) evening to celebrate Hong
Kong’s new status as a Special
Administrative Region of China.

The focus of the spectacular was
“The Pearl of the Orient” — a huge,
illuminated white globe as tall as the
Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition
Centre Extension.

Filled with lasers and other high-
tech illumination, the Pearl, “exploded”
with light in the middle of the harbour,
bringing the show to life.

The “explosion” cued in the next
item — the “Sea of Life” which featured
31 giant lanterns, each carried on its
own barge.

All the items in the show,
produced by the Better Hong Kong
Foundation and the Association for
Celebration of Reunification With
China, had a Chinese theme.

They included pandas, Chinese
fucky coins, an ox, a dragon and a
phoenix. Each was sponsored by one
of 40 different companies since the HK
$100 million show was funded entirely
by commercial organisations.

Although Chinese themes
predominated and the show was
funded by local companies, it was, in
keeping with Hong Kong’s
cosmopolitan nature, a truly
international event.

The chairman of the Better Hong
Kong Foundation, Mr Henry Cheng
said, “It successfully fused the best of
Hong Kong, Chinese and overseas
talent, reflecting the true face of Hong
Kong as an international and
cosmopolitan city.”

Victoria Harbour has often been
lit up with gigantic fireworks displays,
but this Spectacular truly lived up to
its name.

Not only fireworks but the world’s
biggest laser show and 30
searchlights, cut through the black
velvet fabric of the night sky in a
dazzling display.

Music was an important and
integral part of the show, some of it
composed specially for the occasion.
The score included traditional Chinese
songs, tunes from films with a Chinese
theme, excerpts from Tan Dun’s
“Symphony 1997 (Heaven, Earth,
Mankind)” and new music by Rene
Dupree.

A featured performer was
intemationally renowned cellist, Yo Yo Ma.




