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Interview

Design Description . ASEM & Convention center design process
Date . September, 2000 ‘ .
Interview . Archiworld + Larry Oltmann{Design Director for Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, Inc)

Q:1 What was the role of your office in the projects?
SOM acted as the Design Architect / Engineer for the overall project as well as for each of
the building. Additionally, we prepared the initial the programming and masterplan study,
in conjunction with Coopers & Lybrant.

Q:2 How did you incorporate the existing buildings around the site such as KWTC main

tower, the hotel, department store, transit terminal, exhibition center, etc., into your
design?
A. The existing complex was characterized by the following features, which we studied very
carefully during the concept design phase:
1) Free-standing buildings, simple in shape
2) Pedestrian connections at grade by way of public outdoor urban spaces.
3) All-weather connections at basement level by way of a shopping/restaurant concourse,
linked to the subway and to each building.
4) Horizontally-banded building facades of stone and glass surfaces, predominantly in gray.
5) Generous setbacks from the street with a garden character at the perimeter of the entire
block.

6) Formal organization on a grid with a major north-south axis.

)
7) Overall character generally bland and a little monotonous.
8) Very little activity at night or on weekends.
9) Site development potential under-utilized.

10) Individual functions not supportive of each other

The extension to the complex was specifically designed to enhance the positive aspects of
the existing development, to correct the negatives, and to realize the full potential of the site
as a contributor to the urban vitality of the district. With regard to the characteristics noted
above, the design sought to accomplish the following:

1) Maintain the use of freestanding buildings, avoid podiums, and expand the vocabulary of
shapes.

2)Enhance the on-grade pedestrian spatial sequence by animating the spaces,
connectingthem more effectively, and introducing a greater variety of experiences.

3) Improve the underground circulation systems by introducing natural light, a hierarchy of
spaces, clearer orientation, and a broader range of activities. Connect to the new second
subway line beneath Bong Eun Sa as well as to all new buildings. Make connections to the
parking garage more forceful and more gracious.

4) Maintain the vocabulary of horizontally banded stone and glass, but broaden the colour
and tonal range, and introduce a greater sense of hierarchy. Contrast areas of opacity and
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