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Alexander the Great

Origin

lexander was born at Pella in Macedonia in the late July of
A 356 BC. His father was Philip II, the king of Macedonia, a
brilliant ruler and strategist, who put fogether a great army and
crushed his foes. Under his superb political leadership, the once
fractious' Greek city-states codified into a confederation. He
controlled everything and used the Corithian League’ for his own
conquests. Alexander” s mother was Olympias, princess of Epirus’,
daughter of King Neoptolemus* of Epirus. She had an iron will, and
did everything to protect and advance Alexander’s interests,
constantly instilling the notion of greatness.

Alexander’ s father Philip, being in Samothrace® ,when he was
quite young, fell in love there with Olympias, and her father and
mother being both dead, soon after, with the consent of her brother,
Arymbas, he married her. The night before the consummation of their
marriage, she dreamed that a thunderbolt fell upon her body, which
kindled a great fire, whose divided flames dispersed themselves all
about, and then were extinguished. And Philip, some time after he
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was married,, dreamt that he sealed up his wife’ s body with a seal,
whose impression was the figure of a lion. Some of the diviners®
interpreted this as a waming to Philip to look narrowly to his wife;
but Aristander of Telmessus, considering how unusual it was to seal
up anything that was empty, assured him the meaning of his dream
was that the queen was with child of a boy, who would one day prove
as stout and courageous as a lion.

Alexander was bomn the sixth of Hecatombaeon, which month
the Macedonians call Lous, the same day that the temple of Artemis’
at Ephesus® was bumt. The temple, it is said, took fire and was bumnt
while its mistress was absent, assisting at the birth of Alexander. And
all the Easten soothsayers® who happened to be then at Ephesus,
looking upon the ruin of this temple to be the forerunner of some
other calamity, ran about the town, beating their faces, and crying
that this day had brought forth something that would prove fatal and
destructive to all Asia.

Just after Philip had taken Potidaea, he received these three
messages at one time, that Parmenio had overthrown the Hlyrians™ in
a great battle, that his race-horse had won the course at the Olympic
games, and that his wife had given birth to Alexander. Philip was
naturally well pleased with the messages, and as an addition to his
satisfaction, he was assured by the diviners that a son, whose birth
was accompanied with three such successes, could not fail of being
invincible.

It was through his mother that Alexander could claim a
lineage" that included both Achilles, and at least indirectly,
Hector” , the two Great combatants of the Trojan War"™ . This was to
have a profound effect on Alexander, and his own self-awareness.

Philip as well,was deeply committed to Alexander’s success.
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