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Prologue
By Cui Kai

July 2001

A row of tall concrete columns reflect a dark sage green under the blazing sunshine,
the strong shadow under the girder enhances the perspective effect, which leads your
eyes into the depth of the picture.  The two rows of big characters of “Crystal
Architecture Expression 1995-19939" on the top left looks striking and powerful under the
solemn background.

i like this cover, not only because of the striking visual effect caused by the
cormposition of the picture.  More importantly, 1 think it represents the development
history of Crystal Computer Image Company  lain and stable, step by step.

| have come into contact with Crystal for more than half dozen of years. From the
crowded small building in Baiwanzhuang, to the dark corner in the office building of
Seism Bureau in Muxudi, until to the “strange group space” made from perforate steel
and glass in Yuetanbeijie, all the “Crystal” have always been staring at the computer
screen, tapping the keyboard, and producing beautiful pictures according to the require—
ments of the architects, We can find their fruits anywhere, from the competition
drawing board, from the real estate office, even from the special film for Olympic bid.

This book only includes a small part of their works,
As an architect, | feel some lose and melancholy while cheering for Crystal.
Architecture drawing, the former basic work for an architect, now is gradually degenerating.
The design and expression ere losing contact with each other due to the professional
division.  The over delicate pictures are more like commercial package, and a targe
amount of pictures make the change of architecture structure more easily and freely.
The solemnness of the architecture creation is gradually blinded by the colorful pictures,
therefore the appraisal of the competition products will become choosing of the pictures.

Certainly, we should not complain the problems caused by the information age with
negative attitudes. We should attach more importance on seeking methods to solve the
problems.  For example, network should be set up to draw the architects and the
painters closer, the architecture expression should be introduced into the architecture
creation, the real exteriors while not the splendid stage setting should be given more
consideration while we are choosing the environment and light, More importantly, we
should improve the architecture technology and construction quality to compensate the
difference between the architecture picture and real construction effect,

We should appreciate the FAR2000 website set by Crystal because it provides an
opportunity to say our say and to study and communicate with each other. We should
also appreciate "Crystal Cup” University Students Design Competition because it causes
more concerns from the young students on the architecture creation in the information
age, We also have heard the news that Crystal will set up an architecture culture
company recently, We are looking forward to it.

The second edition of “Crystal Architecture Expression” will be published. We
believe it is another fancy picture album.  But how much will be transferred into real

architecture? We think the architects should meke more efforts on it.
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Forword
By Wang Lu

June 30, 2001

Architecture painting is the basic method for an architect to show his design
intention and to communicate with the owner. Just as what Mr. Wang Guoyu said: it
is a tool to say words by painting, express facts with abstracts, Unlike a pure artistic
work, architecture painting is a combination of art and technology, which not only
requires the architect to pelish the space and the structure, but also to have a logical
thought, The architecture painting has existed for a long time. The " Jie Mian~
(interface) in anciem China is actually a kind of architecture painting, while the
perspective principle was firstly introduced into the architecture painting in the early
times of Revival of Learning in Florence Bruneueschi was the first to show three—
dimension results with two—dimension space on the architecture drawings.

There are many kinds of architecture expressions, including variety of architecture
paintings besides models, Each method has its own cheracteristic on tresting the tone,
sense of reality, environment color, light shadow, and structure and space character.
With the progress of the society and development of the technology, the architecture
painting has alsa developed into the computer drawing from the application of pencil,
pen, brush pen, air brush and Mark pen

Architecture design is & process that includes conception, polishing, modification
and perfectly expressing the design intention. The graphic mode is of great importance
in this process. The conception is developed by the architect with sketch drawing in
the early stage of design, which starts the prelude of the solid music he architecture,

It can show the design conception in the simplest way. The romantic and poetic
sketch is an “architecture work™ itself. The conception sketches made by F-Schinkel
Le Corbusier, Aldo rossi were all good examples in the history. With the further
division of the specialty, the architects in most situations would not participate in making
the final design drawing while entrusting it to professional companies and persons, who
can assist the architect to fulfill the final work,  With the development of information
technology and architecture industry, the artistic fascination and practical value of the
computer image has caught more and more concerns from the society. Compared with
other architecture expression, computer expression has obvious advantages on the choice
of perspective angel, the decision of keynote and rhythm, the harmony of light, color,
material, figure, space division, architecture and environment, based on the design
drawing with its unique aesthetics character. It can reflect the design intention with a
clear and objective prospect and get a vivid result, which can provide an image basis
for the decision making of clients, developers or government organizations. Especially
the animation expression, it is endowed with a time character in the space expression,
which shows the dynmamic actual scene and value, and makes you roam between the
reality and dream

It is no doubt that the computer architecture expression has a great advantage on the
expression of the reality and accuracy of the architecture. Nevertheless, the architecture
expression also attaches great importance on producing and exaggerating the integrated

space environrment and artistic conception, i e., the expression of "architecture conception”
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It not only shows the appearance, but also the spirit. which requires the designer
to be familiar with computer technology as well as the architecture and graphics arts
knowledge.

This book is another achievement following the book of “Crystal Architecture
Expression” published in 1999 by Crystal Company, which incorporates the new products
on computer architecture expression in recent years. Ve can not only have a glimpse
at the outstanding achievements on the computer image expression by Crystal Company.
but also feel the prosperous and competitive atmosphere in the architecture field in recent
years in China. Not any other country in the world has experienced such a huge change
in the city construction and architecture fields like China in the turning of the century,
and not any other country like China has given such a rich performance on the architecture
stage. We can easily draw a conclusion that China architects are gaining more and

mare confidence and Crystal Company is steadily developing in the process of exploration.

In China architecture field, Crystal is not strange to the insider. It has gained more
and more reputation with its fresh and elegant taste. It not only insists on seeking and
wrying new method on computer architecture expression, but also actively participates
various architecture actions. For example, the 2000 Crystal Cup University Students
Design Competition” and Far2000 Website Construction caused a great influence in
China, which played an active role in China architecture science, Now it is marching
o a new target.

There is a Chinese Saying: “the Noble Personality Produced from High Target”.
Not only having a splendid name, Crystal, is stepping to the higher level with its fresh
and natural character, Wish Crystal become a brilliant star to shine on the sky of China

Architecture and draw a more beautiful scene for China Architecture.
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