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Introduction

Learning I1s an active process. In learning English. the more active the student
the greater possibilities for progress. That means that the student must be active in
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seeking out new ways to use the language and practicing n different ways to apply new

vocabulary . expressions and language patterns

Many students in China do not have an opportunity to converse with a foreigner or
be taught by an English teacher This book has been created for those individuals n-
terested in advancing their Enghsh. but who perhaps by necessity must study alone.

il 5 o

The aticles. specially written foi this book are provided as stimulus material to E
provoke thinking and speaking The expressions and vocabulary expansion and expres- ’

sion exercises are intended to be practiced out aloud The speaking strategies at the end
of each article have been designed to help students push their language. use the new
language and take risks In using english

A student's tape recorder is a best friend in learning English 1t English-speaking .»

A waifen e

friends are not readily avalable. there are stifl excellent strategies which can be used. ’
Individuals using this book are encouraged to listen carefully to the accompanying tapes .

and practice the pronunciation of words Following that. it is important to apply the

language learned and to add it to existing language knowledge .

Most significantly the student is urged to persevere In creating the small speech-
es. the lectures and to speak them out loud preferably recording any spoken material.
Listening to what has been said. identifying any errors or indulging in a little self praise
for something well done are ways to make the most of this book.

We hope that your learning goes from strength to strength. Best wishes.

Pam W adeson
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Chapter 1

The Future and You

¢ 1.1 The future and futurologists

'S, 1.2 A look at the future-some forecasts

¢ 1.3 Space travel? It's closer than you think

¢ 1.4 Nostradamus: The man who could see
the future?

¢ 1.5 Horoscopes and your future
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Chapter 1 The Future and You

1.1 The future and futurologists

Hindsight is easy. foresight is very difficult indeed.

Perhaps it is the ever-increasing pace of change that makes us so fascinated with the future. In his
1991 book ™ Future Shoch™ Alvin Toffler popularized the notion that the pace of so many aspects of Iife
had vastly increased in the last 200 years: the speed of travel. knowledge acquisition. publications
and technological developments.

A brief look back at the last thirty years can easily reveal the rapidity of change. As Pearson and
Cochrane from BT Laboratories observe: back then there were no personal computers. laptop comput-
ers, digital wrist watches or pocket calculators. There were no VHS recorders. no camcorders. in ac-
tual fact, the average car of today has more intelligence imbedded into it than the first lunar lander
and some wrist watches today have more computing ability than some mainframe computers of thirty
years ago.

In these past few decades. electronic based industries have seen a doubling in capability every
twelve months or so , affecting a wide range of technologies. Given such phenomenal advances. most
people want to know what the next steps are, what the products will be, how these changes will im-
prove life and living standards

These days the very word futurelogist sits easily with most people. It seems appropriate that
there are people who earn a living by analyzing data. trends, utilizing computer modeling and providing
advice based on such information. Of course, much of their work is based on educated guesswork.
Unlike the soothsayers and seers of ancient times. there are huge data banks at hand with advanced
projection methods available. Thus., many government organizations and companies around the world
not only seek the assistance of professional futurologists, but rely on them to reveal the possibilities of
the future.

Vocabulary expansion

hindsight = B THRIB, 405 BUL Ok
foresight = LWL W] G ek, ey
popularized - ffrimd r Mk 4%Z
vasth o fl R HE

acquisition == CRIBLUY) K7

rapidity 3% Rkt

[ R B S S N S I
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imbedded 3 XA
lunar lander ¥ FBRE R4
phenomenal ¥ 5 ABY, A& SZ By
futurologist =~ K2 K (furology: -1 | HMFL 2 B E R R, SRR BF
FARBBEA A KAE 2008 1520 A B R FML A HERD

Practice these expressions

ever-increasing A7 ilIAY

Example : The ever-increasing population has urged people to take quick measures to deal with
i.

popularized the notion fi A5 4% =7 5. Fjt UL At

Example : It took quite long time to popularize the notion that the earth is not flat.

Given such phenomenal advances XX FLEH AP, (X F1G K IRIEH) & F T
Example ;. Given such phenomenal advances , students of Qinghua University have multiple ac-
cess to gain frontier knowledge in the area of scrence and technology .

the very ... HlFmi§

Example : The very fact that people can carry on this experiment is critical .

Practice saying the sentences given as examples above.

Create a new sentence (or two) for each expression and say each one out aloud.

Push your language

¢ ¢ ¢C¢C

<

Read the above article out aloud (record if you can).

If you were a futurologist what kinds of data could you use? How far ahead do you think fu-
turologists can accurately predict? What events might be totally unforeseen?

Do you think futurologists are important o business? Talk for two minutes on this topic, ex-
plaining your answer.

Are there many differences between futurologists and seers from ancient times? Imagine that
you have been asked this question in a radio interview. Record your answer then listen to it.
Consider the future and the things that you currently know. Write down on a sheet of paper
what your predictions are for the world in one years time. What will be the main changes?
Did you find this easy or difficult to do? Why?

1.2 A look at the future - some forecasts

Possibly because of the arrival of the new millennium experts, leading scientists and futurologists
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have made many predictions, both short and long - term. Thousands of them exist yet the task of
finding and perusing through them can be both fascinating and frustrating.
The following are arbitrarily selected items which show what the future will possibly contain.

1. Genetic engineering Will become increasingly important and common.

This will apply to plants and animals, including pets. Gene pools will be mapped, understood
and managed by scientists.

2. Human genome mapping Will expand rapidly .

This will lead to many breakthroughs in the prevention of diseases and the discovery of cures
for cancer.

3. Thumbprints and eye scanners Will replace personal identification numbers and passwords.
This will make e-cash popular and secure. Small hand-held scanners will verify the authentic-
ity of any thumbprint. Thus, this technology will be used to open cars, doors to homes and
offices .

4. Speech-recognition advances will make typing obsolete.

This will possibly lead to a change in the box-type computer in its current form.

5. Electronic miniaturization Will continue to develop for individual use.

Pocket-size data centers for personal use will enable fax, telephone and computer functions to
be available in @ machine which is about the size of a small calculator.

6. Portable energy sources Will become longer-lasting and more compact.

Fuel cells and batteries will provide the power for future electronic devices as they become
mare portable.

7. Customization Will increase.

As the demand for personalized customization increases, the color, shape, size of many appli-
cations will change. This will range from mobile phones and office centers to cars and enter-
tainment centers.

8. Bio-monitoring devices will become commonplace.

Wrist-watch like, these devices will monitor an individual's health status and provide data on
blood pressure, heart-rate, stress levels and abnormalities.

9. Super-materials Will be used in many applications.

Applying new scientific knowledge will see new materials created for high performance in trans-
portation, computers, communication and energy .

10. Smart applances will be widespread .

A small highly functional computer will provide home-climate control, automatically switch off
appliances which have been accidentally left on, vacuum the house in the absence of people,
analyze the contents of the refrigerator and recommend recipes for the items available in the
kitchen .

Interestingly, the technology for all of these is available now. Many of the products and processes
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have been tried or have had prototypes already made. It is just a matter of getting them on to the mar-
ket and into use.

Vocabulary expansion

1. perusing ** (4SHITH]) 4014

[

[oV]

O 00 31 N h

10.

arbitrarihy - {L O HE

gene  + E[A

verify 1 B E

authenticity = FLSMME
obsolete = LI FEMY , id A

customization ¥ SE M

. bio-monitoring devices = 4- ¥ K 4L

abnormalities == ANHEN, B2 A
prololypes IR R (B R B RS — )

Practice these expressions

Q
a

in the prevention of i I ¥ 4 &4

Example : This equipment is used in the prevention of fire .

verify the authenticity of IF 2 4% HAY FL9 M

Example : A lot of trial work has been done to verify the authenticity of this experiment .
in the absence of {1 ¥ A AN 5 BL R

Example : The meeting could not be held in the ubsence of the boards chairperson .

Practice saying the sentences given as examples above.

Create a new sentence (or iwo) for each expression and say each one out aloud.

Push your language

D
9

9

9

Read the above article out aloud (record if vou can) .

Many of the advances are viewed by most people as bringing benefits. Can vou think of any
disadvantages that some of these ideas for the future will bring?

Make a short speech that outlines some of the main problems such new advances might bring.
Make a prediction about the car of the future (5 — 10 vears later) .

What will it possibly be like? What kinds of changes will it have? Be as imaginative as pos-
sible.

Imagine that vou have been asked to precent your ideas (from Number 1 and Number 2) on

a television program. Present your ideas in a confident manner.
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1.3 Space travel? K's closer than you think

Some people regard the future as far off — something that is hundreds of years to come. In actu-
al fact it is really closer than that.

There are some remarkable indicators that the future is “upon us”. Take, for example the fact
that there are already plans on the drawing board for an orbiting space station which is for tourists, not
astronauts. A space hotel , conceived by Shimizu, a Japanese based company is viewed as a reality in
“the future™, but not in terms of twenty years or so - much sooner than that - perhaps within the
decade. Tour operators Space Adventures and Zegrahm Space Voyages already exist and are taking
bookings for the first commercial passenger flights into space. Would-be passengers are willing to pay
in the vicinity of $ 120.000 for a trip 100 miles above the earth.

There is actually a great deal of interest in the idea of future space travel for tourists. More than
fifteen companies in Europe and the United States are working hard to win a $ 15 million “X Prize”.
which will be awarded to the first group to launch a space vehicle which can carry three people to a
height of more thani00 kilometers above the earth. return them safely to earth and launch again within
two weeks.

Such incentives have given way to a glimpse of the future, with groups such as the Texas -
based Lone Star Space Access Carporation( Houston ) maintaining that they will most likely have a “hy-
personic” craft(the Cosmos Mariner)available within a few years. The concept is staggering. Flying in
an orbit of 100 kilometers above Earth, the possibilities are that the time to travel between New York
and London would be a mere 20 minutes. In real terms it would take more time to ascend and descend
than to travel the Atlantic Ocean.

Yet another company, Starchaser Industries in Manchester, England, anticipates the likelihood of
a working rocket before 2005.

One of the significant changes to push the future into reality has been that big business has started
to realize the possibilities. Instead of national governments controlling the notion of space and the fu-
ture of space travel, people with vision and a sense of risk have begun to invest money — and with
good reason. At the First US Space Tourism Conference held in 1999, it was estimated that the space
tourism could eventually grow to a $ 10 billion a year industry - in the US alone!

If business peaple and investors seek to analyse and want to be part of a new industry that seems
to have a solid future, then why not space tourism? There are millions of people around the globe who
would love to experience something different, to see their planet from space and to travel on a holiday
in zero-gravity sub-orbital flights. | know | would

Vocabulary expansion

1. indicators Fpb%
2. upon us kY



