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Biography

Wu Dinghong was enrolled in an art school
in Shanghai when he was 12 years old. There
he began to study Chinese music. But he had
an ardent love for literature and photo-
graphing in his childhood.

In recent years, Mr. Wu has displayed over
1,000 pieces of works in national and
international saloons and was active in many
national photographic competitions. Many of
his works appeared in national newspapers.
Some of his photo pictures have been
awarded.

Mr. Wu is also fond of traditional Chinese
painting, calligraphy, proses and poems. He
has published his illustative proses and
novelettes in some newspapers and
periodicals.

“The Real Shanghainees”, a collection of
his articles published recently in a newspaper.
shows his talents both in writting and
photographing.

Mr. Wu Dinghong began to go for trading
in 1992.

He has established his own chain photo
studioes known as “DingHong Photo
Studioes” in Shanghai. In his photographic

experience, Wu Dinghong initiated a series

Wu Dinghong:
bormn i shanghar m 1943

member of China Portear Photography Society

member of China Art Photography Society.
member of Shangha Photographer Sociery,
member of Shanghai Overseas Chinese Photography

Association,

member of Shanghai Musican Association

of new photographic methods based upon
foundation of the old method of photography.

Several years ago, Mr. Wu successfully
published his portrzit shooting collections
“Modern Photography”. It became an instant
best seller. Another photographic album “the
Plastic Portrait Photography” was warmly
welcomed by readers.

Wu Dinghong has brought his realistic
style of photography inte full play in his

picture album of “Real Shanghainees.”

by editor
in March, 1998,
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Moment in History

Thc 20th century is coming to an end and
the 21st century is right before us.

At the turn of the century, Several
photographic albums such as “One-hundred
year's Photographs in Shanghai” and “The
City of Shanghai for Its Seven Hundred
Years” have been published. They are all
realistic picture albums which have recorded
the significant moments and great men in the
history.

It is generally accepted that history is
created by massive people. But we usually
find that late generations always hanker after
some vigorous scenes of the history. They
believe that a phase of history must be
connected with some important personality.
It seems that some great men wrote the
history but not the massive common people.

The picture album of “Real Shanghainees”
can be regarded as a kind of historial recorder
of common people activities. If you are a
reader from Shanghai, you will see many
familiar and interesting living sights on the
picture. If you are not from Shanghai, after
looking at the album, you may understand
how people in Shanghai pursue their life and
share with them their bitterness, sadness and

happiness in life.

From the details of the album, I feel that
the photographs describ not only the up-to-
date living scenes of Shanghainees, but also
the physical changes in Shanghai, for
instance, the disappearance of crowded
houses, heavy smoke from briquet stoves,
public used taps and so on. The 55 groups of
photos are a true illustration of Shanghai.

I think if we open the album after a few
years, we must be deeply impressed by its
artistic appeal, because we will not see many
scenes of the picture in real Shanghai at that
time. We could only taste the historical
moment in these photographic shootings.

¥

Ye Xin
Vice chairman of the Chinese
Writers Association
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Truth from Daily Life

M. wu Dinghong was borh near the
Huangpujiang River and grew up in
Shanghai’s old alleyway. He could not escape
from such living environment as pouring
wasted water and lighting briquet stove. As
an inhabitant living in a metropolitan city,
Mr. Wu was deeply impressed by the destiny
of Shanghainees.

Mr. Wu began to take photograph in 1988.
He photographed the common people’s
vexations and frustrations through his camera
.Readers could feel the puzzled and
depressed feelings as well as the bright hopes
of Shanghainees from Wu Dinghong’s
photographs, which have been take from a
peculiar angle of view.

The photographs collected here by Wu

Dinghong are not only pieces of art works
for appreciation, but also a page of history
in the period of that time.

The author of “the Real Shanghainees”
recorded the common things in his peculiar
view. In this picture album, photographs and
articles are both from the author himself,

b

/%

YongHe
Director of photography Department
of Shanghai Youth Paper
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Preface

I was born just one year before the
foundation of new China. I am a native
Shanghainees. I didn’t live in the old
Shanghai called “Paradise for adventurist”
at that time, but I experienced in one way or
another all the political movements.

In my childhood, I lived in Nan Yan
Avenue which was the living quarters for the
rich. The sound of the beautiful piano and
violin music was often heard around the
streets. And my neighbors were mostly well-
known musicans, painters, artists and writers.
Of course, there were also some bankers and
declining capitalists who belonged to
“exploiting class”.

Until now I can still recall the time of my
childhood, when the shouting of vendors was
often caught. Then people lived in an simple
life at that time and Shanghainees were used
to learning intelligently and working
intelligently.

In early 1970’s, I settled in an old-
fashioned compact community of Shikumen
district after I got married. From then on, 1
began to taste my poor life. I poured my
wasted water, I lighted my briquet stove and
lived in my loft as well.

After experiencing all of this, I understand
the peculiar folk custom of Shanghai. In
Shanghai, the Chinese-style and western
style buildings are a reminder of cultural
coexistence in harmony.

In 1980’s, with the development of market
economy, the quietness in Shanghai was
disturbed by the “Gold rush”, and it brought
much social problems to Shanghai people.

I rushed to take these vanishing moments
with my camera to help people remember
some ignored scenes about the natives.

If my works reveal some “secret anguish”,
1 hope such “‘secret anguish” might become
another kind of motive power to push
Shanghai people’s living standard to a much
high level.

LS

On 1th Junary, 1998.
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SN EMERCEE R, AR AR S 8

DT RBEH AR E.
Old as he is Uncle Sheng is able o Iift 1t with an
easy hand.

L 2 DT AN
Here the honey buckets line up to ™ welcome

pedestrians” day by day.

13

o B

Lok cwm b RAEREY TR RIS KRRESN kLT mE
e, MR

Could any household have three meals without a briquet stove? Here is a suffocated
alleyway with running nose and tears.
AR HEOME AT MU SARIL 5L

Lining v (o discharge their honey buckets is a spectacle m Shanghai alleyways.
AhA 59 %ML KB A S 74 P RIERR U TIEH 16 &, MRS,
69-year-old Lu Lanying (the old lady) and 74-year-old Sheng Bingsong have poured
wasted water for 16 years.
- MR 1082 P, B HEREMMN -F U -0 LRSSt .
Everyday early in the moming there is such a scene which has not been changed for
half a century.




