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Passage 1 The Earth's Population

According to the best historical evidence, it is estim-
ated that it took about 800 thousand to 1 million years
for the earth’s population to reach the 250 million total
which existed at the end of the first century after Christ®.
For some time after that, disease, disaster, and war kept
the population increase down to a fraction of 1 per cent® a
vear so that more than 15 centuries passed before the
population reached 500 million. But in the next 250 years,
up to 1850, the population of the world shot up to® the 1
billion mark, and today it has reached 5 billion. It is predic-
ted by United Nations investigators that the population
of the world will reach almost 7 billion by the year 2009.

When experts are asked what are the most effective
measures which overpopulation poses®, they reply that at
least three measures can be considered: (1) increasing
sources and supply of food for developing countries; (2)
increasing the industrialization of developing countries; (3)
regulating conceptions and births. The experts add, how-
ever, that none of the proposed measures can be effective
by itself, and that all must be combined into an integrated*
program®, They also agree that without some regulation of
conceptions and births, anv other measures are doomed to
failures, ’ '

Exercises: .
1, Our information about the population of the earth
before the first century after Christ comes mainly from

—_1 —



A, estimates based on current population growth.
B. references in literature. '
~ C. estimates based on previous population growth
D. written records and cultural remains.
2. The population of the world doubled between the
year
A, 1850 and today.
B, 100 and the year 1600.
C. 100 and the year 1400.
D, 1 and the year 100.
3. By the year 2000, the earth’s population will probabiy
exceed its present population by

A, 1 billion. B. 3 billion.

C. 2 billion. ~. D¢ 7 billion.
. Population growth was most restncted in the period
from g

A, 100 B.C. toAD 100.
B, A.D. 100 to A.D. 1600.
C. A.D. 1600 to A.D. 1850.
D. A.D. 1850 to the present.
5. Which of the following would be most likely to discover
‘historical evidence’ (first paragraph)?

A, An architect®. -B, An explorer.
C. An artist. D. A physicist.
Notes:

1, after Christ ARTE

2, to keep---down to a fraction of 1 per cent -k 1%
3, to shoot up to Zugk

4, integrated program ¥ikiE]
_ 2 —



5, tz doomed to failure: will inevitably fail

be doomed to EE,—EFS (KKH)to FRTRZN, B
MzhiA ,4n. From the start, the plan was doomed to fai-

lure/fail,

Passage 2 Thanksgiving Day

The traditional American Thanksgiving* Day'® cele=
bratien goes back to 1621. In that year a special feast was
prepared in Plymouth, Massachusetts. The colonists? who
settled there had left England because they felt denied of
religious freedom3. They came to the new land and faced
difficulties in coming across the ocean. The ship which
carried them was called the Mayflower, The North Atlantic
was difficult to travel. There were bad storms. They were
assisted in‘learning to live in the new land by the Indians
who inhabited the region. The Puritans, as they were
called, had much to be thankful for. Their religious practi=
ces were no longer a source of criticism by the government.
They learned to adjust their farming habits to* the climate
and soil. When they selectedt he fourth Thursday of Novem-
ber for their Thanksgiving celebration, they invited their
neighbors, the Indians, to join them in dinner and a prayer

of gratitude for the new life. They recalled the group of
102 men, women, and children who left England. They
remembered their dead who did not live to see the shores
of Massachusetts. They reflected on® the 65 days’ journey
which tested their strength. '
Exercises:



1, Why had they left.England}
“-_A,. Because of religious problems.
- "B, To establish a new religion.
C. To learn farming.
D, Because of the Indians.
2. The Mayflower was
A, the city they left from.
B. the city they arrived at.
C, the chip they traveled in.
D, the name of the Indian chief,
3, The Indians had -.
A, made life difficult for them.
B. helped them to adjust.
C. taken their land.
D. been too afraid to talk to them.
4, The climate and soil in Massachusetts are
A, similar to that of England.
B, different from that of England.
C. similar to that of Plymouth.
D, different from that of Plymouth.
5. They gave thanks while remembering
A, the new society of Indians.
‘B, their friends who did oot live to see the new land.
C, their former religion.
D, to invite the Indians.
6. They invited the Indians to dinner in order to
- A, show their gratitude.
B, teach them how to cook.
C. feed the hungry Indians,



D, avoid war.
Notes: ‘
1, Thanksgiving Day RBY (EXERESSUANERE—IEHE)
2, colonist BERMH R (colonialist/E*HR ¥ N3, B EE @)
-3, They felt denied of rel;igious freedom, “{fITRENRE FHS
(EEIEIET W deny fR“EHBE TR, MER AN TH , FETR
A7 to (REM) Jm: At that time education was denied to
the working class, ®: At that time the working class was

denied cducation, Arh denied {ERE, of E R EMIEHEIE
%,

P

4, to adjust-~to sth, fH--ENT
5, to reflect on/upon  [EER

Passage 3 A German Preacher

Albert Schweitzer was born in 1875 in Alsace. At that
time, it was a part of Germany. His Qeneroti}'; Spirit was
first awakened through his training as a preacher®. Besi-
des gaining a reputation as a preacher, he also became
respected for' his ability to play the organ. He was a man
of many talents. His concern for other pzople turned his
attention to medicine. He had also acquired doctoral deg-
rees® in philosophy and music. His wife took an interest in
medicine also and became a nurse. Many people thought
that he should remain and lecture in Europe to have a strong
impact on Western oivilization.. Though he listened to
their suggestions, he ultimately decided to follow his own
zonstience’. This led him to Africa. Albert had felt that
all men should accept the responsibility of helping others.

He felt particularly concerned for black Africans who had
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been exploited by white men. He earned the money he
needed by performing on the organ* and by lecturing. With
this money he bought equipment and opened a hospital .in
Africa. He was a man of great gtrength who faced great
problems with courage. The threat of war, the reality of
imprisonment during World War One as a German citizen
and the unbearable heat in Africa did not make him retreat
at all. He believed that a man could overcome these- obsta=
cles if he had a sense of idealism. He died in 1965.
Exercises:

1, Albert Schweitzer’s concern for other people was awa=

keped
" A, during his religious studies. B, in Africa.
C, in the war D, in prison.

2. His talents were
~ A, lecturing, giving concerts, and giving medical care.
E fighting as a brave soldier, giving concerts and
treating illness.
C. giving free medicine and writing short stories.
D, teaching his wife to be a nurse, treating patients,
and giving concerts.
3. When he at first wanted to go to Africa,
A, some people encouraged him.
B, some peaple discouraged him,
C some peaple told him to go to America.
D. some people told him to go to Alsace.
4, They thought he could best influence society
A, bylecturing in Africa. B, by traveling.
. C, by lecturing in Europe. D, by treating patients.

—f —



5, Albert himself wanted to go to Africa,
"~ A, because the white man was partly responsible for
iliness there.
B. because his wife had been a nurse there.
C. because a hospital there needed a doctor.
D, because he was born there.
8, Which obstacle did he not have to face?

A, Wild animals. B. Hot climate,
- C, Threat of war. D. Imprisonment.
Notes:

1, to become respected for-- BT AR

2. docto‘ral'degree H1FEAL (=doctor?’s degree, doctorate),
WLHAL master degree, #-+324r bachelor degree

3. 1o follow one’s- own conscience FERLOME)

4, ~-performing on the organ HERNE
perform {E“IHFE (RPN, AREYHEAEEENT on, i,
He performed skilfully on the flute, “BEHECGRIE)” | =)
play, A7 on HEFI NS, B BFIFUNE A the,dn. She plays

(on) the piano wonderfully,

Passage 4 Brickmaking

The development of Jamestown in Virginia during the
second half of the seventeenth century was closely related
to the making and use of bricks. There are several practic-
al reasons why bricks became important to the colony.
Although the forests could initially* supply sufficient
timber, the process of lumbering' was extremely difficult,
particularly because of the lack of roads. Later, when the
timber on the peninsula- had been used up, wood had to be
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brought from some distance. Building stoue was also in
short supply®. However, as clay was plentiful, it was inevit2
able that the colonists would turn to brickmaking.
in addition to practical reasons for using brick as the
principal construction material, there was also an ideologi=
cal* reason. Brick reWMmanence.
The Virginia Company of London instructed the colonists {g
ild hgspitals and n idences out of brick. In 1662,
the Town Act of the Virginia Assembly provided for the
construction of thirty-two brick buildings and prohibited*
the use of wood as a construction material. Had this law
ever been successfully enforced, Jamestown would have
been a model ¢ity®. Instead, the residents failed to comply*
iully with* the law, and by 1699 Jamestown had collapsed
into a pile of broken stones with only three or four habiz
table® houses®. B
Exercises,
1. The subject of this passage is
. the reasons for brickmaking in Jamestown.
B, the cause of the failure of Jamestown.
C. the laws of the Virginia colonists.
D, the problems of the early American colonies.
2, In the first half of the 1600’s most buildings in Jame:x
stown were probably made of
A, earth, B, stone.
[ wood. : D, brick.
3. Which of the following was NOT a reason for using
bricks in construction? -
A, Wood had to be brought from some distance.



-’

B, There was considerable clay available.

C. The lumbering process depended on good toads:
,\:)3 The timber was not of good quality. :
4, From the passage we know that Jamestown was

established on
A, arocky peninsula with a small forested area.
B, a small peninsula near other towns.
C. an uninhabitable peninsula with few natural re=
sources. .
a wooded peninsula with a clay soil.
5. The Virginia Assembly, by passing a law regardmg
building construction, hoped to
A, increase the manufacture of bricks..
B, prevens the destruction of trees in the area of
Jamestown.
\C// establish a city that would be an example for the
future.
D, discourage people from settling in Jamestown.
6. Prior to the action of the Virginia Company of London,
Jaméstown had an insufficient number of

A, colonists. \B,/medical facilities.
C. clay sources. D, bricklayers.
Notes:

1, process of lumbering AW RRIEE
2, in short supply ﬁkj"‘ﬁﬁk

3, Had this law ever been successfully caforced, Jamestown
would have beena model city. “4aRX A BB YRELE T
B3, Jamestown AEFE N~ RAR . " JHAHH “had
--enforced” £ “If--had ever been eaforced” X i LLiEs
MRHEND, Bhad BB WE, BAESEE, BET if,
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; Should you change your mind, let us know, =If you
should change your mind, let us know, :

4, to comply with..-, act in accordance with; obey; ¢, g.
You must comply with the library rules, ‘

5. habitable houses FILIE{EME T, habitable g habit + 54
-ahle hﬁﬁ;&iﬂﬁﬁ q:ﬁq inhabit % habit, ‘

Passage 5 The Balance of Nature

The “balance of nature” is not an empty phrase.
Nature provides a population to occupy a suitable environ-
ment and cuts down surplus population to fit the available
food supply. One means of reducing surplus population is
predators*®; others are parasites® and diseases. Also,
population density* produces—mesvous disorders' and even
drives animals to mass migrations*?, like the lemmings®**3
of Norway who plunge into the sea.

That predator populations may influence other animals
has long been known. Many years ago, the Hudson's Bay
Company records revealed that the fox population went
up and down about a year after the rabbit population had
gone up and down. ' ,

Sometimes a situation occurs in which* the predator
population is reduced to a level below that which nature
can readily replace. On Valcour Island in Lake Champlain
(New York), a costly. camgajgn resulted in the elimination
of predatory animals® o&zze birds and small animals
increase for four years afterward®. Then,- -lacking predator

control, nature resorted to- disease to cut down these
populations,



Jamaica” had an example of nature’s persistence in pro3
viding animals for existing places. Sugar planters, about 75
‘years ago, imported snakes to control rats. The snakes
killed off the rats and, with plentiful food, multiplied. Rats
“became scarce and snakes ate other small animals.®Evenz
tually, food became scarce and the snake population declined.
Exercises:
1, According to this article, the phrase “balance of nature”
means tke
A, relationship of wildlife to man.
', adequacy of the food supply to support its animal
population.
C, ratio of small game to predators.
D. destruction of predators.
2, Nature brings itself into balance by
VA decreasing the animal population.
B. decreasing the food supply.
‘C. increasing the animal population.
D. increasing the food supply.
3. The records of the Hudson's Bay Company show that
the fox population
A. has no relation to the rubbit population.
J¥ increased after the rabbit population increased.
~ C. decreased after the rabbit population increased.
D- increased after the rabbit population decreased
4. When predator control is not available, nature brings
animal population into balance by resorting to
A. hunters. B: storms and floods.
\52'. disease. D. forest fires.

— 11 -



5,--When the snakes in Jamaica killed off the rats, they
A. quickly died for lack of food.
. B. attacked humans.
C/ became problems themselves.
*D. ate the sugar crop.
6. Implied. but not stated:
A. Sugar planters imporied snakes to control rats.
‘B. Man should never play with nature.
\&. Upsetting the balance of nature can cause pro-
blems.
. D. Man has complete control over nature.

Notes: _

1. population density produces mervous disorders. ﬁ]@h\ﬁ & A
EidAL5EmEaETE, population density T3g° A OESB", B
ZEWMCH population #§ all the orgasnisms living in a given
area, @ population density Jh“(¥ysREhpE",

2. drive animals to mass migration JNEEIY KBTS

3. lemming FRELCEEE AR IR A ERAKE %)

4. Sometimes a situation occurs in which--;in which 3] B &
TIEMNGEHsituation, XMEBEMNDES HAETANSBRSE h
TRENTHZWEETSHE situationd 217 1585 ER 410,
Xin: The belief is commonly held that Englishmen are
more teserved than Americans,

5. a costly campaign resulted in the eliminalion of w_tir'y

animals —FHRBEHNBIKET & izEhil; result in Bl
FEER), Xan. He felt that in time the extreme misery
;I%morkmg people would result in revolution,

6, oaly to "ave-- i RAE E@é%*@iz‘?*,‘?é A
WRAERER n%ﬂ@ﬂﬁﬁ%f&%*ﬂd\ﬁl%ﬂﬂ .

7, Jamaica FEMGITHRMFEMERLDN—NE)
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Passage 6 Fodd

The food we eat seems to have profound® effects on
our health. Although science has made enormous steps in
making food more fit to eat!, it has, at the same time,
made many foods unfit to eat. Some research has shown
that perhaps eighty percent of all human illnesses are
related to diet® and forty percent of cancer is related to
the diet as well, especially cancer of the colon (%4j%).
Different cultures-are more prone*® to* contract certain
illnesses because of the food that is characteristic in these .
cultures. That food is related to illness is not a new disco-
very. In_1945, government researchers realized that nitra3
tes**, <?Monly used to preserve color in meats, and other
-food additives®, caused cancer. Yet, these carcinogenic**
additives® remain in our food, and it becomes more difficult
all the time to know which things on the packaging labels*
of processed food* are helpful or harmful. The additives
which we eat are not all so direct. Farmers often give
~ penicillin® to beef and poultey®, and because of this, penici-:
llin has been found in the milk of treated cows. Sometims
similar drugs are given to animals not for medicinal
purpases, but for financial reasons. The farmers are simply
trying to fatten the animals in order to obtain a higher
price on the market. Although the Food and DrugAdminis=3
tration (FDA) has tried repeatedly to control these proce3
dures, the practices continue.

Exercises:



