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Unit 1
Is There Life on Earth?

EH&|AH (Background Knowledge)

AR R BRI (R BR SR 3 B A K HRTFTE G & 89+ Ha VIR LS. &8
BAMAFIEHIREGENTTE, HREEKTRAMA R, S2%H U HBERT, WHY
‘BUE” ERENHBAER Y, FUXER N REE". SEMNRERERY N 475 RK
B, AR 95% X " EALR, RRBRD . & BRE BRI E A E L
RATBEHTE. HBMRE, fEH An Buchwald R RN F S BIEABEN TR, FLEH
22O, MR EFEEN S SR KIS S BB 1T ST T RE R MR R
& B A SEr ST BRI K SR PP, AR 4 R TR AT LAZEAE FT M 7 A Ao LI, B2 (R FT IR
£ BB T 04T I s BR IR 5 15 3 ) R A R B Lo

B3] (Discourse Studies)

1 #34%% (Outline of the Text)

This is a humorous and satirical essay written by Art Buchwald from the point of view of the hypo-
thetical Venusians who are exploring the possibility of life on Earth. Venusian scientists have come to the
conclusion, based on their satellite landing, that there is no life on earth. The author’s purpose is to
call our attention to the fact that modem man has polluted his environment to such an extent that he
might destroy himself without environmental protection.

Il &% % (Discourse Appreciation)

A EEEN—RE LGRS RIER An Buchwald, 1E#EE & BRFFEMCE
e —BHEY, RARENR, UEK B FRERR B F SEEXAERES
W F R, (R ERAKE DBSGR S, BB E MR T £ MR SO
LSCHRBAREE, I GRAIR L E B R e T XF EWE R, X EEBES . HY B

A A TR EARE
FE XIS — R (1 &)f?%‘ﬁﬂiﬁ&tﬁﬁﬂ#%ﬁﬂﬁﬁmﬂﬂ?ﬁ —E T B AN B HER

bR TE RN A B TH XM BAE N
BB RSS2~ 15 BMEHES S EARTCERFEX PR, U EAN
05 5t TLE & STA0 P fe th—— S na i R T A BAREE TSR B R B, A2 S BRI
i A A TR ATULET T R L SR SRR, E R T ARLER
EXENE=HACE 16~20 B)EFUEBAZ AR —FRABRAREREL
#E A SIS R
TFERLMETIEE T PE S | LSBTk 0 7 i — R -

1. The satellite was directed to an area known as Manhattan (named after the great Venusian as-
1



tronomer Prof. Manhattan, who first discovered it with his telescope 2,000 light year ago).
(Lines 5~7) — 1 JB4E48)6LAEHE 300 000 24 B (% 186 000 28 ) , 78 1 4F 4 e 4B AOBE RS
X BB — R AT Oy — e R, BERAME B IR AR O, S AR, LUAE)
HBMBRBE, 2 000 SER—MEANET, BRTRHZESE, BAIABER 20 000 2 BLLART,
WABEL 20 000 JE4ERT, BT A RATIEEFN “RABRALIAT .

. We have come to the conclusion' - that there is no life on earth. (Line 12)
EHERSEANELEET2RATNICERAFS ERETREMRENE KB EHE
BRI AT ENES, KBl — R eSS hERE R B LKA R, YA e
Ak, ARTRE Il = R SRR E, AR TR, 8k =, ek b K
WS, ARG, XHERNFE, ABBREEER
.’Iherearesomanypathsandsomanylilﬂeparliclesﬂlatitisimpossibletolandaﬂying
saucer without its being smashed by one. (Lines 36 ~37) — & BRHN RILEEMMZ X,
5 RBEA T B 5 3 — BRI A TR R

One Bl one of the metal particles, BF_E SCHF A A L ) “tiny black spots”c Metal particles A
YIWE7 HRIE 3 BT AR “they move along certain paths, emit gases, make noises and keep crashing
into each other” BAVAIE , &£ B AFHMENRE, EBRHHKENLZE REFHEF K
USSR ARBIT N, KR UE HEET B ERE TR RAREFE, GilingloAiba
ERNHEHER B RER R FTE RN EE B B B AR Ao

. ...but we shall proceed as soon as the Grubstar gives us the added funds. (Lines 44 ~45) —
FEEEEPR AT E RN —ELH, I MEE A ABFRE X A8, 8 Grub-
start ﬁﬁﬁ—*’l‘ﬂlﬂ?ﬂff@,/‘n":gﬂﬁﬁiﬁ:\Fﬁlﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬂ%iﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ
S, UL B B RIS BIAR BRI X RARTFLTH R ARE,

. “...whyarewespendingbilliomandbilliomofzilchwtolandﬂyingsameronEarﬂlwhere
there is no life there?” “. . .if we Venusians can learn to breathe in an earth atmosphere, then
we can live anywhere.” (Lines 46 ~ 47) BEARMER b BA 4 4, &Kefi] R BEEBBALTANF
LELESFTER? B nERI12 E AR ERRHASZ Fh I R A3, IR ERAT TR AT LA

TR o

(1) when EH“BER".

(2) billions and billions of zilches FHIR BT B B#E.
Zilch BAMEE B3O AfE—FE T AL, BERRA R, BT FURT. fEE M
B P AEE , B A ST U R B , FIR SR — 2

3) ﬁikmﬁﬁﬂﬁ/rgﬁﬁﬁﬂiﬂﬂﬂt,ﬁ@%%ﬁ%@)‘(%%ﬁ]%%ﬂﬂﬂﬁm%ﬁ
R  BAREB M IERER RS DR, Vet Z BT LA T BR (R B B F AT
FET S, §EREARHER - WRRADLEA DR E TR R —
AFEERRE, MRAET £, ALXBRKXEC, SR 7 B SR B M, S RRT BB SR

FRHIEE o




RICERE (Detailed Study of the Text )

I &.54# (Key Structures)

1. as far as...be concerned B~ T & .
As far as I am concemed, I’d like to go skating alone. AR5, BAEAME — A | K,
As far as we students are concemed, we want more free time to develop ourselves. BEFR ]2 4 1
5. RMNEFEZHNERZEACD,
As far as the money in itself is concemed, it means nothing to us, what really counts is your
friendship. MEAFM S , W RITLH B, BENRZREEE

2. it is impossible. . . without. .. As--+--- A §E
It is impossible for him to pass the examination without studying hard. A~ 23 2% 5] fib 22 4~ AT RE3&
U308
R RIGSHEH
can not. . . without. . .

One cannot leamn English well without paying much attention to English idioms. A EHiE J 1R
FAE , RRFARFIEE
3. what do you think of... RIEBI----; AR E AR
— What do you think of the film? /R3E73 X T E AH?
— Tt is very interesting. JEHHEE .
— What do you think of the weather here? #RIANIX LI K SEARE?
— Tt is very favorable. JEHHA .

Because of the bad weather, the basketball match was called off. By XS AN4F, TEEk FEHUH
To

He was absent yesterday because of his illness. iR B3R E AR T, RUFXELS
owing to; be due to; on account of %, EAE TR “EN, BT, B e A, SR E R

B, BRI,
4 : Because of his bad leg, he couldn’t walk so fast as others. B b itIBR A 5% , Br LU ABE

BB AGEBIBEER,
The accident was due to his careless driving. X3 FHEE A B HFEE,
Owing to the rain, the match was put off. H T T/, HEHEBT .
Why did you do it? Was it on account of what I said yesterday? #%R291t 2B AR 2 -
REEER BT RIE?
Il 5 %% 4 (Language Points)
1. For the first time Vennsian scientists managed to land a satellite on the planet Earth, and it

has been sending back signals as well as photographs ever since. (Lines 1~4) — The Venu-
sian scientists succeeded in landing the first satellite on the earth, and it has been retuming many
photographs from then till now. S EREREREDERH RS TR, HE T EAE

REfFSME R
3



(1) manage: to control, have power over, deal with ¥, H# K BI
He manages a big factory. flEHE —MKTL) ,
He couldn’t manage his horse, and it threw him to the ground. {128 30 T A 5 i 88 5
BaETHE,
It’s very difficult for me to do that, but I can manage. X 3 YFiXx 2 R xE M, 18 3R 6B
o
[ #9447 | : manage to do something — succeed in accomplishing something with an effort £
ABHhZEHRTRESE
In spite of these insults, she managed to keep her temper. 8 BRZTBR, ERRETH
THO RS,
He managed to accomplish his work in time. fli%%: &AM T 1E%5
Try to do something F/~/Z ) BOIEMEFER—E B,
He tried to climb the mountain to see what it was like at the top, but he failed. figEE
LT, B EA LT AR (H R R 3,

(2) ever since: from then till now MAAEET BIBE, LUE—H
He went to Canada in 1956 and has lived there ever since. fli#E 1956 4E £ T &KX, )G

—HAEERE,
We haven’t heard from him ever since we graduated. £V LA =4, AT B A W B 19

HRAeo
. The satellite was directed in an area known as Manhattan (named after the great Venusian
astronomer Prof. Manhattan, who discovered it with his telescope 20,000 light years ago. )
(Lines 5~7) — The satellite was launched directly to an area called Manhattan (named after the
great Venusian astronomer Prof. Manhattan, who discovered it with his telescope 20, 000 light
years ago) . DENEZHHMEMERBI(RULE EHXHPERERTHBFEH,
T2 INEZRZEBEAEEREERER T XX ),
(1) be known as: be génerally recognized as, has the reputation of; be called BN N £, LA
...... %%,m.%%
He is known as a successful architect. fhgEIA K2 — & BRI R FIM
XM A

be known for LA------ T %
He is known for his readiness to help others. KZEFFEMA FHIA

The use of gunpowder was known to the Chinese people before the Europeans . LN

FA k25 tEBR AR .
(2) name after: be given the same name of (as) LA+ 4
Tasmania was named after its discoverer, A. J. Tasman . 3578 B W R LB KB E EHr

SmBH,
(3) telescope: a tube-like instrument with lenses for making distant objects appear nearer and

larger B HL
scope FE— G4, Fm TREEHILAR", "o "



microscope B electronic microscope HLF B4
a reading microscope X E 5% radio telescope 5T HL 2 mH

3. Because of excellent weather conditions and extremely strong signals, Venusian scientists
were able to get valuable information as to the feasibility of a manned flying saucer landing
on Earth. (Lines 8 ~ 10) — Owing to favorable weather conditions and very clear signals, Venu-
sian scientists were able to collect much useful information about the possibility of landing a
manned flying object on Earth. B T RAFMBAAF {5 SIEHFHMHT, & ERE RN
TR THRBACHEEEEMIR ARG/,

(1) as to: about; conceming XTF,ZEF
As to your elder brother, I'll deal with him later. % T4R#98F8F, FA8 LLS FXHHBAE,
He wrote to me the other day as to his work and studies. JLRRIHEH XM TR
BREFEF TR,
He said nothing as to the working conditions. X F TYEF Mt At Bik .
A clue as to why Americans may have been more honest in the past lies in the Abe Lincoln
story. (Unit Eight, Book Two) E{AHLS - #hE B R T At 4B A HdiFIk
BIREMRR _

(2) be able to do something: be capable of doing something # A /148
He is able to finish the tasks on time. - '
He is capable of fimishing the task on time. }f&ﬁﬁ@&ﬂﬂ'mﬁﬁﬁ%o

4. We have come to a conclusion, based on last week’ s satellite landing that there is no life on
Earth. (Lines 12 ~ 13) — We have drawn the conclusion, on the basis of the last week ' s satel-
lite landing that there is no beings existing on earth. A& I &K 4t T B Pr& et Bokt LA
BT XS, IR EBA A
(1) come to the/a conclusion: reach a/the conclusion, draw a/the conclusion B

. After investigating the witness, the police came to the conclusion that Tom was innocent. &
HRAEEANG  FRBHEEX M EFRAZLRN,
(2) based on: on the basis of, be rested on, build on EA--+--- AR
Don’t build your hope on his promise. A B HFHRELEANES L.
Our policy should be rested on the basis of self-reliance. Al 1HIBURZ AL H I 223 0F 2
B ko :

5. For one thing, Earth’s surface in the area of Manhattan is composed of solid concrete and
nothing can grew there. For another, the atmosphere is filled with carbon monoxide and
other deadly gases and nobody could possibly breathe this air and survive. (Lines 16 ~ 19)
— In the first place, Earth’s surface in the area of Manhattan is made up of solid concrete and
nothing can grow there. In the second place, the atmosphere is full of carbon monoxide and other
deadly gases and it is impossible for anybody to breathe this air and live there. & Myfith X K il
oy R E AR LR, AR B AR AR, B, KRB PR T —HALBAM A
St Sk (R A PRI T ik Fhas SERR AT BBAERF T Ko
(1) be composed of: be made up of; consist of; comprise 2 RRCEEE H Y,

A year consists of (is made up of, is composed of) twelve months. —4d 12 A A,
5



The committee comprises seven persons. X% 54 7 A4,
[FER ] consist of NEEFIBBNIES .
(2) be filled with: be full of i,
The bottle is filled with water.
The bottle is full of water. bfﬁ%i%ﬁ THe
(3) for one thing. . .for another B 5% KK (I FHERER)
She does not think that he is her good husband. For one thing, he drinks, for ancther, he
likes gambling. HIIAAMBAR—M LR, —RMABEGE, —EEHiE,
For one thing, I think he is too young, for another he is very weak. B JBfifE# K/, HH

)

s EHRHLAR 55
6. ...and nobody could possibly breathe this air and survive. (Line 19) {T4 AFEIR 73X fhas
SERAT]REAEAE T K,

survive: continue to live after coming close to death 3& T K, £7F

| Nobody survived in the plane crash. XKZEMEF T —ARE,
Findings indicate that most wives survive their husbands., 245 RE WK SHEF AN
StRFwK '

7. You see this dark black cloud hovering over the surface of Earth. (Lines 25 ~ 26) You can
see a mass of dark black cloud hanging over the surface of Earth. #E{ZP] AR BIX H S ZBE
FEMBIRRE B L2 .

A helicopter is hovering over the fields before it lands. BELF+ K HLRE BT — EL7E BB b S &%,

8. ...which will add even greater weight to the saucer. (Line 31)
add...to: join one thing to another 3¥Jill ; INAZ K
If we add two to four,we get six. 2 1l 4 78 6,

Color flags and balloons added to the attraction of the festival. RS IRMET B HEF A,

9. They emit gases,make noise and keep crashing into each other. (Lines 35 ~ 36) ‘EAITHER
B, K R T EL I T AR
emit: send out, give off, discharge JCH L, HEH
A volcano emits smoke and ashes. X LI HXAFNIK o
The car gives off strong exhausted gas. FHEM RBE o

10. What are those stalagmite projections sticking up? (Line 38) FR&Z H A TR L YR

fHaRKm?

stick up: to cause to project upwards [1] b/, Bar

Her hair stuck up when she suddenly saw a snake crossing in front of her. LU RAFE —&K
e oAt T T RE AL B, Sk BRI T AR OR

11. set back (Line 42) :
(1) hinder or delay the advance or development of FHER , B S
Any attempt to set back the wheel of history is doomed to failure. {E{TE P RERAE

1B H 4 EAR R T S R A o
The bad weather will set back our building plans. %% HREHSERRMNOBRT
%o



(2) put back #&[1l
He set back the hands of the watch one hour. fRfEFEE T —4~/it,

12. ...we shall proceed as sbon as the Grubstart gives us the added funds. (Lines 44 ~ 45) &

AR RAESSBIARS—RARN, RITB S RGBT X
(1) proceed: continue, go on 4k%E
proceed with something: go on with something
Please proceed with your explanation. THZkZEMFRE,
(2) as soon as: the moment; the minute, the instant, on v. +ing —-=*"* - RERLEE:
The instant the PLA men heard the alarm, they fell in for action. B ZE MK +{1—r B
], B R AR
I’ tell him the minute he comes. fib— 3, Bk &7t
Don’t trust those who leave their friends the moment they got into difficulty. ANEAHFHRLL
—iBREEREFH BN
On hearing the news, they jumped with joy. —Wr BiXMH.E , (BT TKEHIE,

B &Ml (Synchronous Test )

1 Choose the one that best completes the sentence.

1.

10. Our company decided to __

. The money will be used to keep a space vehicle en the moon busy

When we finally __.__ to get home after the tiring long journey we could hardly move a step further.
A. endeavored B. succeeded C. tried D. managed
. He suggested ____ to tomorrow’'s concert together.
A. we go B. we went C. we shall go D. we to go
. The bridge was named ____ the hero who gave his life for the cause of the people.
A.in B. for C. after D. from
. The engine ____ smoke and steam.
A. gives up B. gives in C. gives out -D. gives off

your second question, I’ m afraid I can give you no information at the moment, as the matter

is still under consideration .

A. Asto B. As for C. As from D. As of
. The speaker,____ as a splendid speaker, was warmly received by the audience.
A. having known B. knowing C. being known D. known
. 1 have known Peter ___ he came and lived here. ,
A. ever before B. ever since C. until after D. at the time of

back to the earth pho-
tographs and other information about the surface of the moon.

A. returning B. turning C. sending D. being sent
Pupils who pass the test will with their studies n the same school .
A. progress B. proceed C. propose D. promote

the contract because a number of the conditions in it had not been

met.



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

21.

A. resist B. cancel C. assume D. destoy

The helicopter ____ the river where a swimmer was lost.
A. hovered about B. hovered on C. hovered over D. hovered up
The medical researches reached the ___ that smoking would lead to lung cancer.
A. judgement B. result C. end D. conclusion
You’ d better have your bike ____ at once or you’ll be late for the meeting.
A. repaired B. repa.lrmg C. repair D. to be repaired
Our hearts are ___ with pain as we think of him. '
A. covered B. filled C. upset D. annoyed
That Mary became a poet may have been ___ to his mother’s influence.
A. similar to B. due to C. prior to D. liable to
He talked in detail about the ____ of setting up an commercial building downtown the city.
A. ease B. suitability C. feasibility D. possibility
I don’t want to buy the jacket, for one thing, I don’t like the color, and ____, the price is too
high.
A. for another B. for others C. for the other D. for other
They were discussing how to the enemy’s defenses.
A. prevent B. attack C. smash D. block
He is supposed _____ visitors now. _
A. to be receiving B. having received C. received D. to recéi;e

. We must ____ steps to prevent the environmental pollution.
A. keep B. get C. take D. catch
Icy roads and poor visibility are familiar ___ in the Midwest.
A. chances B. hazards C. conditions D. happenings
Your mother will never see you again if you do not marry Mr. Collins, and I will never see you a-
gain if you ___
A. wil B. do C. have D. married

. Come here a moment, 7
A. won't you B. shall we C. shan’t we D. will you

. This book is borrowed from the library. You ____ all over it.
A. shouldn’t have scribbled B. ought to not have scribbled
C. need not scribble D. have not to scribble

. You ought to go by plane, 7
A. ought you B. shouldn’t you C. won’t you D. don’t you
The train has gone. Anyway, you ___ just as well wait till Wednesday and go by plane.
A. should B. had better C. would D. might

. “I wonder whether you mind closing the window for me?” “No, indeed.”

A. could B. might C. ought D. would

. They did not find to prepare for the worst conditions they might meet.

A. it worth B. it worthy C. it worthwhile D. worth their while



29. I am concemed, this elaborate arrangement is quite satis factory.

A. As much as B. As far as C. As long as D. As well as
30. He must be a doctor, ?
A. mustn’t he B. mustn’t be he C. needn’t he D. isn’t he

[I Each of the following sentences has four parts underlined and marked A, B, C and

D. You are to identify the one that is wrong and correct it.
31. Tom- managed to persuade his father to give up smoking, but he failed.
A B C D
32. Water, when boiled, always gives out steam. .
A B C D
33. If I cannot make myself understand in English, I’ll speak Chinese.
A B C D

34. Everyone else were c¢riticized in class except me.

A B c D
35. Water is consisted of hydrogen and oxygen.

A B C D
36. Nothing shall prevent us to reach our aim!
A B c D
37. Our flight from New York to London was delayed because the heavy fog.
A B C D '
38. Hardly had he arrived than she started complaining.
A B C D
39. As far as the environment concemed, it is very harmful to people.
A B C D

40. It is necessary that an efficient worker can accomplish his work on time.

A B C D

[ Reading Comprehension
‘ Passage A

Differing from previous celebrations of the May 4th Movement, this year’s 80th anniversary will be
marked by a more progressive view of events — to predict and plan a 21st century for China of which the
forefathers would be proud.

One of the activities to commemorate 80th anniversary of the May 4th Movement, a competition
named “Challenge Cup” was initiated across the nation’ s middle schools and colleges by the China Cen-
tral Youth League (CCYL).

The competition aims at stimulating students’ imagination and innovation to generate reasonable ex-
pectations and designs for the new century. At the same time, we encourage students to face the chal-

lenge of technological revolution and social progress in the new century.
The theme for the competition is “looking forward to the new century,” and the organization com-

mittee provides entrants with four aspects through which to approach the topic.
One approach is to encourage students to think creatively to foresee potential breakthroughs and
| 9
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achievements in science and technology or the service indusiry.

The second altemative is to predict and design models of possible products, manufacturing or work
methods which might be realized in the 21st century in the fields of industry , agriculture or the service
industry .

The third approach is for students to detail their own visions on how people will live and be educat-
ed, and how the living environment will be in the 21st century. :

The fourth approach is to give.possible solutions to current social and/ oi economic problems.

Any new technology could be developed in the 21st century. Only through mastering advanced sci-
ence and technology can a people be SUOCCSSf‘Ul in facing the challenges of the new century.

The meaning of the competition was today’s students should join together using science and tech-
nology to develop our country and make it prosperous.

41. The word “commemorate” in the first sentence means .

A. honor the memory of a person or an event
B. praise a person or an event

C. celebrate an event or a festival

D. remember a person or an event

42 . What is not the purpose of the competition in the following?

A. To stimulate students’ imagination and innovation to build a new country.

B. To stimulate students’ imagination and innovation to design a new century.

C. To encourage students to face the challenge of technological revolution.

D. To encourage students to face the challenge of social progress in the new century.

43. The theme of the competition is ____.

A. looking forward to going into 21st century

B. building a new century

C. looking forward to the new century

D. designing the new century
44. Which of the four verbs is not mentioned from paragraphs 4 to 77

A. To detail. B. To predict. ~ C. To design. D. To tell.
45. The best title for this passage is .

A. Competition Held for New Century .

B. Celebrations of the May 4th Movement

C. Challenges of 21st Century

D. Master Science and Technology

Passage B

When it comes to buying tickets onlines and electronic travel agencies such as Expedia or Traveloci-
ty get all the business. But now you can log on to buy tickets for events ranging from the theatre down
the street to the Louvre Museum in Paris, or even this year’ s football Super Cup if you are lucky and
have some money to spend. ‘ .

Online reservations are not just for air travel and hotel rooms any more. Since the first appeared

several years ago, web ticket outlets have expanded significantly to see passes to all kinds of sports
10
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