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Part one English Literature

An Introduction to Old and Medieval
English Literature

B e %

I . Each of the statements below is followed by four
alternative answers. Choose the one that would best complete the
statement and put the letter in the brackets.

1. The ( ) brought to England the Germanic language

and culture, which constituted the basis of Modern English.

A. Celts B. Anglo-Saxons
C. Romans D. Normans
2. In Old English literature, *( )”are poems based on

the New Testament.
A. Genesis A B. Genesis
C. Exodus D. The Dream of the Rood
3. “«C )” is not among the most beautiful in the secular

1



group of the old English poetry.

A. Exodus B. The Wanderer
C. Deor D. The Seafarer
4. The story in “Beowulf” took place in ( ).
A. England B. Northern Europe
C. Scandinavia D. the Mediterranean
5. With the ( ) Congquest starts the medieval period in

English literature, which covers about four centuries.

A. Roman B. Norman
C. Anglo-Saxons D. Celts
6. “( )” does not belong to Middle English literature.
A. Sir Gawain B. The Canterbury Tales
C. Beowulf D. Piers Plowman
7. In “( )”, Chaucer used for the first time in English

the rhymed couplet of iambic pentameter which is to be called
later the heroic couplet.
A. The Renaunt of the Rose
B. Troilus and Criseyde
C. The Canterbury Tales
D. The Legend of Good Women
8 ( ), one of the greatest narrative poets of England,
was regarded as the “father of English poetry”.
A. Geoffrey Chaucer B. Sir Gawain
C. Francis Bacon D. John Dryden
I . Complete each of the following statements with a proper
word or a phrase according to the textbook.
1. The period of  literature extends from about 450 to
1066, the year of the Norman Conquest of England.
2



2. The old English poetry that has survived can be divided
into two groups: the _ group and the  one.

3. In the religious group, “Genesis A” and “Exodus” are
poems based onthe ~ ; whereas “The Dream of the Rood”
comes from the

4. In “Beowulf”, the hero fighted against the monster

» his revengeful mother, and a fire-breathing

5. The Norman Conquest brought England  a change

of rulers. After that, three languages co-existed in England.

became the official language used by the King and the
Norman lords; _ became the principal tongue of church af-
fairs and in universities; and _ was spoken only by the
common English people.

6. Romance which uses or to sing knightly

adventures or other heroic deeds is a popular literary form in the
Medieval period.
7.1f the epic reflects a heroic age, the romance reflects a

one.

8.In “The Canterbury Tales”, Chaucer employed the
with true ease and charm for the first time in the history
of English literature.

Il . Decide whether the following statements are true or false
and write your answers in the brackets.

1. In addition to the religious compositions, Old English po-
ets produced the national lyric poem, “Beowulf” and a number of
more or less epic poems of shorter length. ( )

2. Beowulf is an example of the mingling of nature myths

and heroic legends. ( )



3. In “Beowul{”, the battle between Beowulf and the dragon
symbolically represents the phase of summer and winter myth 1n
which the Winter God, here embodied by Beowulf. ( )

4. Geoffrey Chaucer is the greatest writer of his era. ( )

5. Chaucer introduced from Germany the rhymed stanzas of
various types to English poetry to replace the old English
alliterative verse. ( )

6.In “The Legend of Good Women”, Chaucer gave the
world what is virtually the first modern novel. ( )

IV. Name the author of each of the following literary works.

1. Piers Plowman

2. The Canterbury Tales

V. Define the literary terms listed below.

1. Romance 2. Alliteration
3. Characterization 4. Couplet

§. lambic pentameter 6- Motif

7. Narrative poem 8. Rhyme

9. Epic 10. Theme

VI. Give brief answers to the following questions.

1. What’s the plot of “Beowulf{”?

2. Tell the forming of the English literature.

VII. Short essay questions.

1. What 1s Chaucer’s contribution to English literature?

2. Analyse the difference between Old English literature and
Medieval English literature.

3. Give a brief introduction to the essential features of ro-

mance in the Medieval English literature.



1.B 2.D 3. A 4.C 5B 6C 7.D 8 A
.
. Old English
.religious secular
.0Old Testament New Testament
.Grendel dragon
.more than French laun old English
. narrative verse prose

. chivalric or chivalrous

L NN AW~

. heroic couplet

1.F 2. T 3.F 4.T 5.F 6.F

v.

1. Willam Langland
2. Geoffrey Chaucer

V.

1. Romance is a popular literary form in the medieval
period, using narrative verse of prose to sing knightly adventures
or other heroic deeds. It has developed the characteristic
medieval motifs of the guesr, the test, the meeting with the evil
giant and the beautiful beloved. The hero is usually the knight,
and there’s a liberal use of mysteries and fantasies. Romantic
love is involved and characterization is standardized. Its
structure 1s loose and episodic and its language is simple and

5



straightforward.

2. The repetition of similar sounds, usually consonants or
consonant clusters, in a group of words. When alliteration
occurs at the beginning of words, it 1s called internal or hidden
alliteration.

3. The personality a character displays; also, the means by
which a writer reveals that personality.

4. Two consecutive lines of poetry that rhyme.

A heroic couplet is an iambic pentameter couplet. During
the Restoration period and the eighteenth century it was a
popular verse form. Alexander Pope perfected the closed
couplet — that is, a couplet in which the two lines form a
complete unit of thought.

5. A poetic line consisting of five verse feet (penta—is from
a Greek word meaning “five”), with each foot an iamb—that is,
an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable. Iambic
pentameter is the most common verse line in English poetry.

6. A recurring feature (such as a name, an image, or a
phrase) in a work of literature. A motif generally contributes to
the theme of a short story, novel, poem, or play.

7. A poem that tells a story. One kind of narrative poem is
the epic. The ballad is another kind of narrative poem.

8. The repetition of sounds in two or more words or phrases
that appear close to each other in a poem. If the rhyme occurs at
the ends of lines, it is called the rhyme.

If the rhyme occurs within a line, it is called internal
rhyme.

Approximate rhyme is rhyme in which only the final



