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T. Counting Chitks

It was Mary's birthday. She R /
received a letter from her uncle !
who was a farmer,

“Dear Mary,” the letter said.
“Happy Birthday. | am sending
you some chickens. They will
arrive tomorrow. | hope you like
them. Best wishes, Uncle
Toby.”

Mary was very pleased. She
liked eating eggs and she liked
eating chicken. “l can keep the
chickens for their eggs or eat them,” she thought.

When the chickens arrived the next day, they were in a box.
Mary was very excited. She took the box off the back of the truck and
began to carry it into her garden.

However, the box of chickens was heavy and she dropped it.

The box fell to the ground and broke. The chickens all ran out,

They ran everywhere — into neighbors’ gardens, into the road,
into shops, even into the next street. Mary spent hours trying to find
them and take them back to her garden.

A few days later her uncle came to visit her.

“Did the chickens arrive safely?” he asked Mary.

“Yes, Uncle Toby,” Mary said. “But 1 had a Iot of trouble with them,
| dropped the box. It broke open and the chickens ran everywhere, |
spent the whole morning looking for them.”

“Did you find them all?” her uncle asked.

“I hope s0,” Mary replied. “| caught eleven of them.”

“That’s very interesting,” her uncie said with a smile, “because |
only sent you six.”




1.

New Words and Expressions

best wishes RIFRIME

excited / tk'sartid / adj. HEH

reply / mmplai / (replied, replied) v.
m%E, %R

EXERCISE |

Choose the best answer a, b, ¢, d or e, to these questions about
the story.
Ea, b, c. d. e FER—TRBEERKTMHEE .

A,

Why did Mary's uncle send her some chickens?
(a) Mary liked chickens.

{b} He had teo many chickens.

{c) Mary liked eating eggs.

{(d) it was her birthday.

(e} She wanted to start a chicken farm.

How did the chickens get out of the box?
(a) They flew away.

(b) The box fell off the back of a truck.
(c) Mary dropped the box.

(d} They ran away.

(e) They jumped out.

How long did Mary spend trying to find the chickens?
{a) a whole morning

{b) a whole day

(c) several hours

{d) a few minutes

(e} her whole birthday



D. How many chickens did Mary’s uncle send her?
{a} a dozen
{b} six
{c) two boxes full
(d) eleven
{e} the story doesn't say

Complete sentences (a} o (e} with phrases from (f) to ().
AfZjZmase I TRy T,

(a} Mary received a letier {f) oreatthem,

from her uncle

{b) She thought she could
keep the chickens

_{c) The box of chickens

[ ]
»

{(g) off the back of the truck.

-
-

(h) whether the chickens
had arrived safely,

L ]
-

(d) Mary took the chickens (i} who was a farmer.

L 3
L]

(e) Her uncle askad (i) arrived the next day.

Complete the following paragraph by putting in the correct nouns
from the story.

MEHPIEYR BN R, HEIT a F q HEE, BXRNEBH—
Bl o

OnMarys{a). . | she received a (b)

from her (¢) — . He told her that he was sending her

some{dy__ . Whenthe(e)___ arrived the next

) — . theywereinaig)__ . She took the {h)
offthe ) _______ ofthe(j)— .. __ and

carriedittoher(k} ______  However, the (I}

was very heavy and she dropped it. Allthe(m) ____ ran



away. She spent many (n) —_______ caiching them. At last
she caught (o) . ofthembuther(p) —. . __ had

sent her only {Q)

Find words in the slory simifar in meaning io the following.
TERR PRI 7 S AR 1) .

{a) enjoyed

(b) weigh a lot

(c) fell in pieces

(d} all over the place

(e} without any damage

Find words in the sfory which are a different form of the following
words and say what part of speech each of these words are as
they appear in the story: noun, verb, adiective or adverb.
AHEFPREITT 0] AR, EIERREN AT, 6t s R i
HAREEFLL: K A, EF A .

(a) receipt ,

(b) arrival ;

{c) excitement .
(d) safety .

(e) broken .




B. Guess the answers to the following. Al the words are found in the

story.
PR TS EMNS R FEEESARERRE,

(a) Mary received some of these on her birthday (8 letters).

(b} We keep chickens for these (4 letters).
(c) Chidren usually feel this on their bithdays (7 lefiers).

{d} the people in the next house (9 letters)

(e) allof it (5 letters}

' Usage MiE#im
VERB TENSES (#hid &)

. AMFFFIT 2 RANAR - & RIER, XRA R
B, s i W] SRR S A AN &SR e 6=
e e AL BN A AN, TR (b A AR
R, DG T e 5 W R (reguiar verbs) #0171 £ R
(irregular verbs) - AW AT CEH 2. BT

14 .



EXERCISE Il

Test your knowledge of verb tenses by writing the present tense for
each of them.
- BRI BN 0T CH TR ST 4 st

(a) received - {b) pleased -
(¢} thought - (d) arrived -
(e) began — () dropped -
(g) fell - (h) broke —
(i) spent- (j) replied -
{k) sent—

A LOTOF

w4 a lot of (ir%, MWL) BLW LW A
(countable nouns) 2/, XY RTHEEIE
(uncountable nouns) 328 . % alot of Liaj B2 1 1
WY, TTEH AR R R, 0 alot of chickens (i
ZAS) AR AEEAN . Fid MEEIER, 1 alot
of money {ir&ik

At BT alotof —RRAITEE ES T, BEE
RIHIEE ) B A many Bt TRA& R, i much B
TR,

A iot of students went swimming yesterday.

There are a lot of schocls in our city.

Did you see many pencils.

| don’t need so many pencils.

Do you take much interest in it?

| don’t see very much of it.

LW WL L Gkl 23 ATE T e e e o




2. A Houstng Problein

Sue and Alan had been
dating for many years. Every
weekend they went to a movie
together on Saturday night. On
Sundays they went to the
beach in the summer and to
the country in the winter.

Sue knew that Alan wanted
to marry her, and she wanted
to marry Alan, foo. She waited
patiently for him to ask her to
marry him. However, although
he often told her he loved her, he never said anything about mar-
riage. This made Sue unhappy. She was nearly thirty. She believed
that if Alan did not marry her soon she might never marry. Sha did not
want to be a spinster. She wanted to have a husband and a family of
her own.

One evening, as they were walking home after a movie, she said,
“Alan, don't you think it is time you asked me something?”

Alan thought for a moment. He knew what she was thinking about.
Atlast he said, “I'm sorry, Sue, but | don’t think | have anything to ask
you at this time.”

“Then | will have to ask you, Alan,” Sue said. “) cannot wait any
longer. I'm getting old.”

She stopped walking and looked af him.

“Alan,” she said, “we've known each other for ten years. | love
you and you Jove me. Will you marry me?”

Alan took hold of Sue's hand.

“Sue,” he said, “t want to marry you, but we cannot get married
yet. We have nowhere to live. | do not have much money and neither
do you. We cannot buy a place of our own.”

“That isn't important,” Sue said. “We can live with your parents.”

|
|
1
!
!
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|
|
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Alan shoak his head.

“I'm sorry but that isn't possible.”

“Why not?” Sue asked.

“Because my parents are still living with their parents,” he

explained,

1.

4 )

New Words and Expressions

date/ det /v. 5A#

beach/ bistf / n 3. B U8, I, M) K
marry / 'maen / (married, married) v. # -5 |’
patiently / ‘perfanth / adv. fifd 4 X
marriage / 'marid3 /n. #4iE, B
spinster / 'spinste / n. Eit%

take holdof  MfE, #EfF

\ ’
T A 5 oy rr;nz'nw/

EXERCISE |

Choose the best answer, a, b, ¢, d or e, Io these questions about
the siory. .
f£a. b, c. d. e ikl TEREFEEUFHLE.

A. What did Sue and Alan do on Saturday nights?
(&) went to the beach
(b) went to a movie
(c) visited the countryside
(d) went for a walk

B. What did Sue want Alan to ask her?
{(a) to go to the movies with him
(b) to visit her parents
(c} to go swimming



(d) to do something different one Saturday evening
(e} to marry her

C. How long had Alan and Sue been dating?
(a) about a year
(b) since thay left school
(c) since Sue's thirtieth birthday
(d) for more than nine years
(e) not very long

D. Why couldn't Alan marry Sue?
(a) He was married to someone else.
(b} They would have nowhere Lo live.
(c) She was too young.
(d} She was a spinster.
(e) His parents did not like her.

Complete sentences (a) to (e) with phrases from (f) to (j).
Hf4jwlaf e T BT,

(a) Every weekend Sue o + (f) and she wanted to
and Alan marry him t00.

(b) Sue knew that Alan . * (g} they had nowhere to
wanted to marry her live and no money.

(c} When they were . * {h} they could live with
walking home from his parents.
amovie

(d) Alan told Sue they = = (i} wentto a movie.
could not marry
because

(&) Sue told Atan that . * {j) Sue decided to ask

Alan a question.



