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PREFACE

Our mother country has territories in a vast area. The majestic Kunlun Mountains stand
out in the clouds and mists in its west and the eastern side of the country borders the boundless
expanse of the rolling ocean. On the great land of China there are numerous mountains, gorges
and canyons arranged in a crisscross pattern, long rivers runing with flying currents, large and
small lakes scattered everywhere as the stars in the sky and pieces of plain and fertile land in
rich greens like the fine carpets. The atmospheric temperature in China can be divided into those
of the tropic, subtropic and temperate zones, While the flowers and trees are blooming in spring
warmth all over the south, the north country is still covered with snow and ice, The land is
abundant in natural resources and various products. Qur ancestors had lived here and
propagated themselves from generation to generation since the human beings appeared on our
planet. With their bravery, wisdom and hard working, they established the splendid Chinese
civilization. The Great Wall spreads along the mountains in the north and the Grand Canal
winds through the eastern part of the land to a length more than hundred leagues, Wherever
you go, you can meet the cultural ruins of past ages, the sites of historical interest and scenic
spots with precipitous or charming landscapes. After liberation Chinese people are engaged in
socialist construction with high enthusiazm and creativity. Many modern large-scale projects,
which are never known before, have been completed or are carrying on. As a result these
achievements are making and will make our country more beautiful and more magnificent. We
are duty-bound to describe our great motherland scientifically and vividly and teach the
younger generations with the bright-coloured pictures and enough knowledge of geography in
order to arouse their patriotism and promote the construction of the socialist spiritual
civilization. Meanwhile we are pleased to introduce China, the great and richly endowed land, to
the people all over the world and let our friends know the conditions of success in the cause of
four modernizations and develop the cultural exchange and economic cooperation between the
peoples of different countries.

Now the first fascicle of this series of books "“The Land of Beauty” is published. The other
seven fascicles will successively come out. 1 am hoping the series of these books will be

welcomed by the readers.

Wan Li

February, 1987
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PREFACE

During my life, two popular geography works have fascinated me. One is The Home of
Mankind by Hendrick Van Loon, an American writer, the other is Across the Map of the U. S. S. R.
by N. N. Mikhailov, a Russian writer. The first book describes the geography of the world in
Van Loon's original style with abundant words and pictures. The latter expresses the author's
profound love for his Motherland, moving people deeply, Because of limitations in knowledge
and ability, 1 have never been able to write like Van Loon and Mikhailov. I could only ardently
hope that later generations of chinese geographers could write popular works like these for
readers, young and old, especially for the vast number of youth. I hoped that they would write
in a simple, popular style, with fluent words, inspiring and stimulating people, 1 hoped they
would describe the beautiful and magnificent mountains and rivers of our great Motherland,
that their work would reflect the merits of the laboring people in transforming and utilizing
nature throughout our long history, and would praise the great achievements in striving to build
new socialist China on this boundless land. In my wildest hopes, I never imagined that not one,
but more than ten geographers would organize and willingly decide to compile an eight volume
set of popular geograph, The Great Land of China. This group has aimed to describe, scientifically
and popularly, the features of the land, each according to his own talents. Each writer has
provided necessary geographic knowledge about specific geographical features and our long
historical civilization to educate people and pursue patriotic education, promoting socialist
spiritual civilization.

When preparation began, 1 was abroad and knew nothing about this. When I returned I
learned of the work that had already been done; I knew that 1 was already considered as a
member of the group responsible for this series and I shared the same view of the project.
Though 1 have had very little time to take part in the current work, I have been impressed by
the spirit of coopération and enthusiasm during the two years of work on this project. All of the
_members of the group have discussed in detail the content, style and structure of the series and
divided the responsibilities, continuing even through the process of revision and correction.

The geographers styles of writing vary but each tries to enrich the content. It can be said
that never before have we had a popular series of regional geographies of this kind. As for the
selection of the coloured plates and illustrations the editors have made selections appropriate to
the contents. However, inevitably, the subjective desires and objective results differ. I hope the
publication of the first volume will be criticized and commented on as soon as possible by

readers in order that the publication of the remaining volumes may benefit

Hou Renzhi
February, 1987
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