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Unit 1 Meeting People

Background Information

People often greet each other with “Good morning”, “Good af-
ternoon”, or “Good evening” according to different times of the
day. When you are less formal, you can simply say “Hello”, or
“Hi”. When greetmg an equal ora friend, you usually address them
" by their first names. lxke John or Jane. However, if the person is
much older than you or superior to you, a more formal address with
titles like Mrs. Smith or Professor Johnson is more appropriate. In
general, you do not address a yesterner using only his or her last
name as this would be considered impolite. Sometimes, though,
when you are referring to someone who is not present, you may use
his or her last name without a title. For example, “Einstein made
great contributions to science. ” “Clinton is not as friendly to China
as Buéh was. ” Most Westemets are not accustomed to being asked
about their private activities like “Where are you going?” or “Have
you eaten?” They will feel uncomfortable when hearing these typi-
cal Chinese greetings. To show your concern, you rr{ay ask_“How
are you?” or “How are you doing?”, the latter being less formal.

Usually the English are a little formal and reserved, so they
may not go beyond “Good morning” without being introduced.
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North Americans are somewhat more casual. They may start a con-
versation without being introduced. When you introduce one person
to another, you should introduce the less important or junior one to
the more important or senior one. If the two persons are equals,
you should introduce the man to the lady.

There are several topics or questions that should be avoided
when you are first introduced to others, such as age, salary, and
what they paid for a certain item. Those are considered to be per-
sonal and private information. They are free to volunteer the infor-
mation to you if they desire, but they will be very offended if you
ask them about it. Another very sensitive topic, especially for a
woman, is weight and any unusual physical feature the person

might have.

I . Model Conversations

Conversation 1: Reading

R—Ruth S—Sundi T—Chen Tien V —Steve

R: Yoo hoo! Sundi. Here we are. Over here!

S; Hello there. Hey, this is great!

R: Oh! You look wonderful.. We sure missed you.

S: And I missed you too. How are you? Where are the kids?

V: Here we are, Auntie Sundi-

S: Handsome. Long time no see. You sure are growing up!

R: You must.be tired after the long flight. Did you have a nice
'trip?

S: It was rough at the beginning.

R. Oh/! Sundi, please meet my friend, Chen Tien. He drove us to-
day.
e 2




S: Hello, Mr. Chen (shaking hands). Nice to meet you.

T: Nice to meet you, too. Actually I’ ve heard a lot about you.
S: Only good things, I hope.

T: Of course. Let’s get the baggage and be on our way.

Conversation 2: Gapped Listening

A—Mr Anderson . W—Mr Williams
A . » could you tell me the time?

- W: Er ... yes, it’s five” to nine.

A: . Er... excuse me, I wonder if we haven’t

met somewhere before?
W: Wait, y-e-s, I remember now, in

Guang Zhou. Mr. ... er...
A Robert Anderson.
W: Yes, Mr Anderson.

How are you?

A: Very well, thank you. How are you?
W . Fine, thanks.

Conversation 3. Gapped Listening

A s Prof. Moran.

B: Good morning. . ?

A Could you write __ ‘ for me? I am ap-
plying for admission to the University of Washington.

B: ! It’ s a good university.

A: Thanks a lot. ?

B: You.don’t have to.
have letters of recommendation sent directly from the people
who write them. Just about

. 3 -
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“A: It’s very kind of you.

where you want it sent, and - by

tomorrow afternoon.

Prof. Moran,

B: It’s my pleasure.

. Pair Work

Pair Work 1

Work in pairs. Decide which response(s) in the right column is
(are) appropriate for the situation in the left column.

1. Your friend is to have an A. Excuse me, but can you

exaim.

. Someone sneezes.

have done.

tell me the way to Haitian
Hotel? '

Have fun! /Have a good
time !

. You sneeze. C. Bless you.
- Your friend is going to a D. Excuse me.

‘party, a dance, a movie,

etc.
. You are lost and you want  E. Good luck! /I’ll keep my

to go back to your hotel. fingers crossed.
. You cough or clean your F. Congratulations! /How

throat. very nice!

. Someone thanks you. - G. Excuse me. /Sorry.
. You are sorry for what you H. I do apologize for

Your friend has just given I. You’re welcome. /It’ s my

birth to a baby.

‘,4'

pleasure.



Pair Work 2

Jane, a receptionist of a big company, is receiving a familiar
client, Mr. Harris. Use these prompts to make up a dialogue with
your partner.

Jane.

Greet Mr. Harris.

Say it’s nice to see him again. Ask him how he is.
Ask him if he arrived this morning.

Find out if he had a good journey.

Say sorry and ask if he was in Brussels on business.

oo oE W e

. Agree and offer him something to drink.

Mr. Harris: .

1. Greet Jane. : S -
Tell her you are fine and thank her.

Say yes, and tell her you came by train from Brussels.
Tell her it-was not a very good one because the train was late and
crowded. ‘

bl el

5. Tell her you were there at a conference, and you did not have
time to look around the city.
6. Say a cup of coffee would be fine, and thank her'

Pair Work 3

Robin, who has just moved to a'new residential area, wants to

. find the. way to a stationery store. She approaches a man for help,
who turns out to be an acquaintanice. Robin recognizes him as
~Randy at Iast and they start.to chat. . ‘

ol

Robin: , .

1. Approach the man and ask the way to a stationery store.

2. Show surprise and then recognize the man as Randy. Tell him
the fact that he has gaihed weight and changed hair style pre-

082866
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vented you from recognizing him at first. Greet him.

Say you are fine, too.

Accept the offer and say thanks.

Tell him you are going to buy a tape, some glue or paste, a sta-
pler and a pair of scissors.

Tell him you are going to the zoo. You love to see giraffes and
pandas.

Say it’s great fun to feed the monkeys, too.

Randy .

1.

S a o

7.

Greet her and remind her that you met in the Chinese painting
club last semester.

Say you have been fine and ask how she is.

Offer to take her to the stationery store.

Ask her what she wants to buy.

Ask her if she is going home directly after that

Say you like animals, too, especnally leopards, because they are
calm and alert.

Agree.

Pair Work 4

" Work in pairs' and decide how you would address these

foreigners.

. Roy Brown who is a professor

Jane Edison who is your colleague

Robert Smith(a man)

unknown person who is a young lady _
unknown person who is a middle-aged or old lady
unknown person who is a distinguished or old man
Randolph Short who is your friend

Alfred Fisher who has a Ph. D degree

Ruth Owen who may be a student or may be a professor

LI
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For Student A .

You only know four of ~lhe‘ people in this room.

Your partner knows the other four people, but you

can't ask ‘'Who's that?’ and point. It's not very
polite! .

44 The High Road
Chiswick
London 3W4
ENGLAND
David Lawrence
journalist

tel: 994 0385

20 Lincoln Sseoue
Caltfornia 2N
US.A.

JO-ANNE MOODY
ENGINITR

ol 2ANCSD

Role Play

What can you ask? (What i he (or she) doing?
wearing?) .
Ask about their jobs and where they live too.

1B rue Felix Fa
' 75005 Paris
FRANCE

PHILIPPE O'ARGENT
TAXI DRIVER

tel 689 0516

Turmstrasse 18
Bony

N
WEST GERMANY

Nina Berg
doctor

tel: 960 4183




Fbr Student B:

You cnly know four of the people in this room.
Your partner knows the other four people, but
can'task ‘Who's that? and point. It's not very
polite!

What can you ask? {What is he (or she) doing?
you  wearing?)
Ask about their jobs and where they live too.

21 Av. dé las Fuentes
Madad
SPAIN
Laura Inclan
teaecher

lcl: 404 6614

RRno.8

CANADA

Com, ille
Ontario LOP 18U 1o 559 0109

18 v Magen
o It
Tl:rslcvmt? a

CARLO RAZQ

[T
SOy

el Yer 12

98 Rawling Ave:
Cambermﬁf venue
Melbourne
AUSTRALIA
Sheila Pickens
receptionist
tel: 981 0415
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V. Oral Il;terpretation

First Round

Zhang Tianli, a business representative of a big Chinese com-
pany , meets George Braun, an American engineer at a cocktail par-
ty. Zhang does not speak English, so he has an interpreter. Work
in groups of three now and play the three roles in turn. \

Z—Zhang B—DBraun.
RERITER WA, Fofsk Rz,
: Nice to meet you, Mr. Zhang. My name’s George Braun.
: INARIRE S, fMBkE.
; Please call me George.
: WKL T . 7K, BTEHE—172
: I’m in computers. I’m a software engineer.
R4t BEBRAFT? ‘
: I’m with ABC Software.
W REBERAGE—TRETHILFE.
: Well, give me a call some time. Look, here’s my card.

. WS REITH.

N WNDTNITNWENTN

Second Round

Wang Li and his interpreter Liu Qian meet Charles Bunyan, a
foreign agent at the airport. Work in groups of three and play the

three roles in turn.




I—Interpreter B—Bunyan W-—-Wang
I: Excuse me, but are you Mr. Bunyan?
B: Yes, I’m Charles Bunyan frem New York.
I: I’m an interpreter from Cosco Qingdao. My nA{ne is Liu Qian.
B: How do you do, Miss Liu? ‘
I: How do you do? Permit me to introduce Wang Li to you. He is
" the assistant manager. »
W @i BHEE. NREREX., RARAF R TRLEHFR,
B: Nice to meet you too, Mr. Wang. Thank you for coming out
here to meet me.

W KZ—L. Bk, ‘ffﬁkﬁfﬁ‘l‘kz? .
B: Yes, it was a very smooth fllght I travelled by CAAC and en-
joyed the trip very much. '

W: XXFT. BFEHITESEZIILA?
B: Yes, a briefcase, a travelling bag, a suitcase. That’s all I have.
W, 8, REFCEITEE. TR, |
B: Thank you very much. - :

Third Round

At the reception desk of the Ocean Hotel, Charles Bunyan and
the interpreter are talking with Zhao Ming, a reception clerk. -

B—Bunyan Z—Zhao.
: FOF REERHEMNBEA 47

B: Good afternoon. I’ ve just arrived from New York. Miss Liu

S

N

recommended this hotel.

: REEE— S ERRIKR G .

B. I’d like to have a single room with bath and southern exposure.

* 10 »
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Wiy, RE EEH-MREVEEEE.

: Is it a quiet room?

A, Bk, REE, MERTLIE LR ER,
it sounds like a nice room. What is the charge?
K 280 0, BERBREN.

: Good, I’ll take the room.

Wi REGEEHRERBNR. FHEEEIIH.
All right. (later)Here you are.

Wil RATUEEENPRAT

Certainly. ,

RS, XREHEEHR.

: Thank you.

FNENBEBNFNZRNDN

VI. T_opics for Discussion

Work in small groups and decide which of the following topics,
are appropriate for Chinese people and/or western people to carry on

their conversations smoethly on their FIRST meeting.

—— age — marital status — weight and physical features — the
family — job or professional position —— professional specialty or
work —— salary/earning/bonus —— where they come from —
what they paid for cértain things — their life story — their

interests (hobbies etc. )

Al

VH. - Pronunciation: Syl lables

Syllable is the basic unit of English pronunciation. Listen to
the following words and notice how some of them have two or more

e 11+
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