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having drawn the red curtains, I felt doubly sheltered.

4

Every picture told a st()‘g, mysterious often to my undeveloped
understanding, yet always deeply interesting-—as interesting as the

storics that Bessic sometimes began on winter evenings, when she hap-
pened to be'in a good tembcr, holding our eager attention with
memories of love and adventure taken from old songs and stories.

With the book on my knee, I was happy. I feared nothing but in-
' terruption, and that came too svon. ‘ .

The voice of John Reed called me. Then he paused; He found
the roem empty.

*‘Where in the world is she?” he cried. ‘Lizzy! Georgy! he called
1 to his sisters. ‘Jane is not here. Tell Mama she has run out into
i the rain. Bad animall’

‘It is lucky that I drew the curtain,’ I thought, and I wished with
‘all my heart that he might not discover my hiding place. Nor would
'he have found it out for himself, as he was neither shagp-sighted nor
“intelligent, but Eliza put her head in at the door, and said at once:

‘She is in the window-seat, surely, John.’

I came out immediately, because 1 trembled at the idea of being
“dragged out by John.

‘What do you want?” I asked.

‘Say, “What do you want, Master Reed?”’ was. the answer. ‘T want
iyou to come herc.’ Seating himself in an armchair, he made a sign to

me to approach and stand before him.

John Reed was a schoolboy of fourtcen years, four years older than
I, large and fat for his age, with an unhealthy skin, coarse features
"tand thick arms and legs. He ought now to have been atﬂschool, but
‘his mama had taken him home for a month or two, ‘on account of
his delicate health’. His schoolmaster said that his condition was the
.result of greed, but his mother’s heatt turned from such a severe
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opinion, and she preferred to believe that he worked too hard and
missed his home.

John was not very fond of his mother and sisters, and he hated
me. He treated me badly; and punished me, not two or three times
in the week, nor once or twice in the day, but continually. I had no

. protection from him. The servants did not like to offend their young
master, and Mrs Reed never appeared to see him strike me or to
hear him Insult me, though he did both sometimes in her presence—
more frequently, however, behind her back,

Being by long habit obedient to John, I came up to his chair. He
spent about three minutes in putting out his tongue at me. I knew
that he would soon strike, and while I waited fearfully for the blow,
I considered his diséa-tlng and ugly appearance. I wonder whether
he read the thought in my face, for suddenly, without speaking, he
struck sharply and hard. 1 almost fell, and on rc&ovcring‘ my balance,
drew back a step from his chair.

‘That is for questioning Mama,” he said, ‘and for creeping like a

- thief behind curtains, and for the look you had in ymyes two
minutes ago, you rat!’

I was so accustomed to John Reed’s insults that I never had any
idea of replying to them. My care was how to receive the blow that
would certainly follow.

‘What were you doing behind the curtain?® he asked,

‘l was reading.’

‘Show me the book.

I returned to the window and fetched it in silence.

‘You have no right to take our books. You are a poor relation,
+Mama says. You have no money. Your father left you none.
You ought to beg, and not live herc with gentlemen’s children like
us, and eat the same meals as we do, and wear clothes at our mama’s
expense. Now, I'll teach you to interfere with my bookshelves, be-
.cause they are mine, All the house is mine, or will be in a few yesrs.
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Go and.stand by the door, out of the way of the mirror and the
windows.’ o«

I did so, not at first realising his intention, but when [ saw him lift
and llat}gggg_the book and stand in the act of aiming it, I sprang aside
with a ery of alarm. Not soon enough, however. The heavy thing
was thrown, it hit me, and I fell, striking my head against the door
and cutting it. The cut bled, and the pain was sharp. My extreme
fear had passed its limit, and changed to other feelings.

‘Wicked and cruel boy! I said. ‘You are like 2 murderer—you are
like a slave-driver—you are like the evil rulers of ancient Romel’

‘What! What!” he cried. ‘Did she say that to me? Did you hear
her, Eliza and Georgiana? I'll tell Mamal Buot first—’ _

He ran straight at me. I felt him grasp my hair and shoulder. He
had attacked a dangerous thing: I really thought him a murderer. I
felt a drop or two of blood from my head running down my neck,
and my sense of suffering for the moment conquered my fear. I fought
him madly. I don't very well know what I did with my hands: but
he called me ‘Rat! Rat!’ and wept aloud. Help was near him. His
sisters had run for Mrs Reed, v;;xo had gone upstairs, Now she came
upon the scene, followed by Bessic and by Abbot, her maid. We
were sepatated. I heard the words:

‘Oh! What a wicked little thing, to fly at Master Joha like that!’

‘Did ever anybody see such evil temper!’

Then Mrs Reed commanded:

‘Take her away to the red room, and lock her in there,’
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Chapter 2
The red room

I resisted all the way. This was a new thing for me, and an act
that greatly strengthened the bad opinion that Bessie and Abbot
tended to hold concerning me. ‘

‘Hold her arms. She’s like a mad cat.”

‘For shame! For shame! cfied the lady’s maid. “What tetrible
behaviour, Miss Eyre, to strike a ydung geatleman, your ggaﬂg&_’s
son—your young master!’

‘Master! How is he my master? Am I a servant?’

‘No, you ate less than a servant, because you do nothing to sui:—
port yourself. There, sit down, and think over your W’
They had got me by this time into the room named by Mrs Reed,
and had pushed me on to a chair, I began to rise from it like a spring.
Their two pairs of hands prevented me instantly.

‘If you don't sit still, you must be tied down;' said Bessie. ‘Miss
Abbot, lend me your belt. She would break mine at once.

‘Don’t do that, I cried. ‘I will not move’

‘Take carc that you don't,’ said Bessie, and when she had made
sure that I really was becoming quieter, she loosened her hold\@ne.
She and Abbot stood with folded arms, looking darkly and doubtfully
at my face, ° 7

‘She never did this before,’ said Bessie at last, turning to the lady’s
maid,

‘But it was always in her, was the reply, ‘I've often told Mif»f_if

10
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my opinion about the child, and Missis agreed with me. She’s a de-
«ceitful little thing.’

Bessie did not answer, but, before long, she addtessed me and said:

‘You ought to know, Miss, that you should be grateful to Mrs Reed.
She supports you. If she were to send you away, who would look
after you?’ '

I had nothing to say to these words. They were not new to me.
I had heard many suggestions of the same kind before, very painful
and wounding to my pride, but only half understood. Abbot joined in:

‘And you ought not to think yourself equal to the two Misses Reed
.and Master Reed, because Missis kindly allows you to be brought
up with them, They will have a great deal of money, and you will
‘have nene. It is your duty to be humble, and to try to make yourself
pleasant to them.’

“What we tell you is for your good,” added Bessie in a milder voice,
“You should try to be useful and to please them. Then, perhaps, you
wwill have a home here. But if you become passionate and rude, Missis
-will send you away, I am sure.

‘Besides,” said Abbot, ‘God will punish you. He might strike you
.dead in the middle of your fury. Come, Bessie, we will leave her.
‘Say your prayers, Miss Eyre, because if you are not sorry for your
wickedness, something bad might come down the chimney and take
you away.’ B

They went, shutting the door, and locking it behind them.

The red room was a square room, furnished in dark wood, with
a heavy red carpet, and a huge bed aad red curtains always drawn
across the windows. This room was cold, because it rarely had a fire;
silent, because it was far from the nursery and the kitchen; solemn,
‘because it was seldom entered. It was here that Mr Reed had died
nine year.s before.

1 was not quite sure whether they had locked the door, and when
1 dared move, I got up and went to sec. Ah, yes! No prison was

<ver more firmly fastensd.

12
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