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A Clever Girl

It was a beautiful warm summer aftemoon. Anne took her paint-box
into the garden at the back of the farmhouse and sat down on the grass.
The view was magnificent (BEH): HHIH)) . She could see for sever-
al miles in all directions. She decided that she would paint a picture of
the garden. When she got tired of painting, she would go and visit her
friend, Helen, who lived on the other side of the valley. She could see
Helen’s father working in the fields. Anne’s mother was making bread in
the kitchen. Her father had gone out on his motorbike (BEFEHE) after
lunch with the dog, Rover. He always took his gun but did not shoot
many rabbits because the motorbike scared them away .

Anne began to draw but then she heard the motorbike. She looked
up. The air was so clear that she could hear any noise from a long dis-
tance. Her father was about three or four miles away, to the west. In
about ten minutes, she could see him come over the brow (LU#F) of the
next hill. The noise stopped suddenly. Perhaps Rover had seen a rabbit
and her father had got off the motorbike to shoot it. Perhaps they would
have rabbit pie for lunch the next day. She heard nothing more for several
minutes, and then there was the sound of a shot. There was another shot
a minute later, and then a third and a fourth at intervals. Anne looked
carefully at her watch. Exactly a minute after the fourth shot, she heard
the gun again. She got up and ran into the kitchen.

“Mummy, I think Daddy’s in trouble,” she said. As they came out
of the house, they heard another shot. They ran to the jeep and Anne
pointed at the hills to the west, where the sounds had come from. They



