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Hi,

I am very happy to have received your email! Thank you for g
saying nice things about my Chinese writing ability. =~
I would be very happy to be penpals with i@ "

5

you. I like that you are an art stu- a8
dent. [ have many friends o
who are artists _ e

here in 7. /&)’ﬁ
Balti- % , X & g W
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E e Q : ®
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,\%3&* " %9}9&){ BT 7 g ’?_ﬁ)
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friends with.

1 would also be very happy to write to take turns between writ-
ing to you in English and in Chinese. So, this time I am writing to you
in English. If there are any words or phrases that you do not under-
stand, please ask me.

I would like to learn more about you. What is your name? Which
art school do you study at? Anything else about yourself that you
would like to share with me? Please feel free to ask me questions

. about myself too!
r 4 You asked me how I learned Chinese. I

studied Chinese for four years in
college. One summer |

N o © studied in
y ]
é\zf é(l%f/% : F Also
P S T 2Py f Also,
o #i g —y ~ g 7z F I have
7, :‘g‘rﬁiﬁ EEZ‘%# gﬁj iy f made
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W@% F#ﬁfp‘ﬁﬁé@ﬁg /\‘\ " il I’ people over
4% @72;4 ﬁg%@%jﬁgﬂﬁi//‘\@#, ?;f the years. In
@ji’g%ﬁy ; 4 L%,/ ‘f? Zg%/i%gﬁ f fact, my wife is
P @5774#% T : %ﬁf@# Chinese! In gen-




eral, most Chinese like to speak Chinese with me more often than
English. This has been very helpful to my Chinese language abilities.
But I haven't worked a lot on my writing abilities since I finished

college about 18 years ago. I forgot a lot. So, a few weeks ago |
decided to start reviewing and improving my written Chinese. One
way that I want to do this is by writing with Chinese penpals. I find
that the best way to learn languages is by having close relationships

with the people who use them. Books are best as secondary resources.
Relationships are primary. (I think that answers your ques-
tion about whether environment is important.)
Well, good luck with your school
assignment. I hope you write :
back soon. My
next

email

Alaric
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ished my homework. I was very happy! You know,you are the best
friend of all that I have found on the net. Recently I made a friend
from NZ. He is very young. He is studying in a college. He never
writes "you". He always writes "U"! And something else, he never
uses "glad to see you". He writes, "glad 2 C U"! I couldn't catch what
he meant.Does he even speak English???

You studied in China 18 years ago. Do you often come back? If
you don't, it is more different here now that you would expect. So, if
you have a chance, you can come to China. I also want to go to the
USA when I have a holiday. I like to travel but I have never gone
abroad.

You donit think reading books is the best way to study a foreign
language.l agree with you. Now in China, many people can write
English very well and they can also read a lot of newspapers, but
when they try to speak they find their English is worse than they
expected. So they find it very difficult to study a foreign language.
This is because they are living in a different country. They canit use
it.

I am pleased to make friends with you. I think you are a teacher
and must be very busy. But I still hope you can write to me quickly.
And I also want to tell you:

My next email will be in Chinese.

Chenchen
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- Sincerely,
Alaric Radosh
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