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Preface

Ezra Stoller

TODAY ONE TALKS of Frank Gehry and the free forms of his com-
puter-generated designs. That reminds me of what Eero Saarinen did
at the TWA Terminal, with its wonderful exploitation of the plastic
quality of concrete.

When I photographed the terminal in 1962 I had already docu-
mented more than half a dozen other buildings by Saarinen. But this
was a peculiar job. At the behest of the architect, [ was hired by TWA.
At the same time, TWA was committed to an advertising agency. |
met the ad executives, and they apparently had decided that this was
an important commission and you couldn’t just leave it to an ordi-
nary sort of street photographer, which was how they considered an
architectural photographer. They had to get their high-powered pho-
tographers on it.

In the end, however, my photographs were used by TWA for
their advertising purposes and were also reproduced by both the gen-

eral press and the architectural press.
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The terminal was open and in use when I began photographing
it. And it was always crowded, as it was too small for the amount of
traffic it had to accommodate from the very beginning. Often archi-
tectural photographs with people in them become pictures of people
with the building as a backdrop rather than the focus. In this case,
however, the geometry of the building is so strong that the figures
give a sense of scale and help define the volumes while the architec-
ture remains the primary subject. Working with so many people in
the space meant, of course, that there were no setups, no poses. It was
a question of waiting for the right configuration at the opportune
moment.

When preparing to shoot down one of the long departure tun-
nels this became a problem, as the travelers were always in motion
either toward or away from the camera. Given the long exposure
times the shots required, this meant thar the figures would be
blurred. After seeing the proofs, though, 1 was pleased with the way
these figures appeared. Years later, when my facher was quite old and
living in California, I took him to the terminal after he had been vis-
iting us in New York—nhis return flight was on TWA. As I watched
him walking away down that tunnel, I thought it might be the last
time [ would see him. As it turned out it wasn’t, but as I think about
those tunnels [ realize that no designer could have created a more dra-

matic environment for such a moment.
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