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THE CENTRAL ARCHIVES

The Central Archives is a cultural institution directly subordinate to the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of China(CPC)and the State Council,and its day-to-day
work is under the direct leadership of the General Office of the Central Committee of the
CPC.

In December 1954 ,the General Office of the Central Committee of the CPC decided
to set up the Preparatory Department which set about preparations for the establishment of
the Central Archives. In June 1959, with the approval of the Central Committee of the
CPC and the State Council ,the Central Archives was established ,and on October 8th of the
same year,it was formally opened.

The basic tasks of the Central Archives are to manage scientifically the important
archival materials produced by the central organs of the Party and the State,and to under-
take textual criticism,research,compilation and publication of historical data so as to give
service for safeguarding the true historical features of the Party and the country. In addi-
tion to this,it also provides services for the leadership of the central and local authorities,
for the compilation and publication of historical literature and historical research as well as
for the construction of socialist material and spiritual civilizations in various fields.

The scope of the archival holdings in the Central Archives extends .

1. The archives and the related documents created by the forerunners of China’s
New-Democratic Revolution from the May 4th Movement of 1919 to the founding of the
Chinese Communist Party of July 1921 in their great revolutionary activities of launching
the New Culture Movement, disseminating Marxism in China, organizing Communist
Groups and preparing the founding of the Chinese Communist Party.

2. The archives and the concerned documents produced since the founding of the
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Chinese Communist Party in July 1921 by the Central Committee of the CPC and its affil-
iated bodies and agencies during each period of their revolutionary struggle,which include
archival materials of all the previous national congresses,representative conferences,spe-
cial sessions of the CPC and all the previous plenary sessions of the Central Committee;
various resolutions,decisions, instructions, circulars, etc. issued by the Central Committee -
of the CPC;correspondence of the CPC in its contact with the Communist International
and so on and so forth. Among them,there are many manuscripts and originals written,
corrected or handled by the leaders of the Party and the state and the proletarian revolu-
tionaries of the older generation as well.

3. The archives and the related documents created by the Soviet red political pow-
ers(e. g. the Chinese Soviet Central Government,the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border Re-
gion Government,etc. ) ,the Anti-Japanese democratic powers(e. g. the Shanxi-Chahare-
Hebei Border Region Government, the Shanxi- Hebei- Shandong- Henan Border Region
Government,etc. )and the democratic powers of the liberated areas(e. g. the North China
People’ s Government, etc. ), which had been established successively in various areas
since the Second Revolutionary Civil War,

4. The archives and the related documents created since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China in October 1949 by the standing committee of the National
People’ s Congress,the State Council and the ministries , commissions and various organs
under it, the Supreme People’ s Court and the Supreme People’ s Procuratorate, among
which include documents concerning the preparations for the cor;vening of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC)and the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China;documents regarding all past meetings of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress and the Supreme State Conference;all kinds of laws and de-
crees approved or issued by the National People’s Congress and its Standing Committee,
with documents formed by the successive drawups and amendments to the Constitution of
People’ s Republic of China included;the resolutions, decisions, directives, orders released
by the State Council and the national economic plans worked out by the state.

5.  The archives and the concerned documents produced by the National Commis-
sion of the CPPCC, the All-China Federation of Trade Unions,the All-China Women’s
Federation ,the Central Committee of the Communist Youth League and other nationwide
mass organizations.

6. The manuscripts,letters,diaries and other archival materials created by the chief
leaders of the Party and the state,the veteran proletarian revolutionaries and the famous
public figures.

The Central Archives is located in the western suburbs of Beijing with an area of 13




hectares. The total construction area covers 50000 square metres and more. At present,the
archival holdings amount to more than 8000000 volumes, beside of which over 800000
volumes of revolutionary historical materials are in preservation as well. Since its estab-
lishment,over 500000 volumes of archival materials have been provided for access to var-
ious circles,and more than 30 kinds of selections, collections and series (running to over
50000000 characters)have been compiled and published. All this has played an active role

in the undertakings of the socialist revolution and socialist construction.

ADDRESS; Baijiatuan, Wenquan , Haidian District,,Beijing Municipality , CHINA
TELEPHONE 287561
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THE FIRST HISTORICAL ARCHIVES OF CHINA

The First Historical Archives of China concentrates on the collection of the records
about the Ming and Qing Dynasty and central and state organs of the former regimes. It is
the Archives which has the longest history and the most complete archival holdings and
abundant in contents.

The Archives is loncated north of Xihuamennei of the Palace Museum, Beijing. It is
formerly known as the Documents Bureau established when the Palace Museum came into
being in 1925. In the last years of the Qing Dynasty ,part of the records on the Cabinet
were moved out of the Palace and by the early 20s of this century 8000 bags of the
records were found to be missing in the society at large. This aroused the interest of schol-
ars and history fans who regarded them as an important unprecedented discover. Scholars
throughout the country lost no time to teil each other the news and tried to be the first one
to read the records. This marked the beginning of how people got to know the records about
the Cabinet. Nobody knew whether the Palace Museum kept files ot not. Not until Feng
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Yuxiang launched the Beijing Coup D’état in 1924 ,expelled Pu Yi from the Palace,orga-
nized a commission in charge of problems of the Qing Dynasty and had articles of the
Palace checked, were the files of different types and about different organs discovered to
be kept in palaces. When preparations were made for the establishment of the Palace Muse-
um in 1925,the Documents Department was established. In 1927 ,the Palace Museum was
reorganized and the Documents Department was renamed Anecdotes Department and Doc-
uments Bureau in 1929, becoming a special organ in charge of the files of the Palace. It
collected and sorted out the files kept in the Palace and put them under unified manage-
ment. Furthermore, it made efforts to collect and purchase those that were missing in the
society at large,thus laying the foundation for the present the First Historical Archives of
China. .

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China,the Party and government paid
great attention to the historical archives of the Ming and Qing dynasties. In 1951, the Doc-
uments Bureau was reorganized as an Archives and renamed the First Historical Archives
of China which was put under the direct leadership of the State Archives Bureau in 1955.
In 1958, it was renamed the Ming and Qing Archives. In 1959 it was merged into the Cen-
tral Archives and renamed the Ming and Qing Archives Section. At the end of 1969, it was
again put under the leadership of the Palace Museum and moved to the Palace. In April
1980,it was put under the leadership of the State Archives Bureau and officially named
the First Historical Atrchives of China.

The Archives keeps 10000000 volume records about the Ming and Qing dynasties.
There are serveral thousands of files about the Ming Dynasty,such as the files about the
Military Board during the Tiangi reign and the Chongzhen reign and a small number of
files about the Hongwu reign and the Yongle reign. The files about the Qing Dynasty cover
a wide range,such as the period from the ninth year of the Tianming reign to the third
vear of the Xuantong reign (1607 —1911). There are documents of central,state and local
organs and the documents of the abdicated Emperor Pu Yi when lived at Zhangyuan and
Jingyuan in Tianjin. The archival documents are of varous kinds,such as system, edicts,
mandates and remission made by emperors; comments, memorials and letters written to
emperors ; official reports,official transmission between officials of equal ranks,and vari-
ous types of letters, telegrams, lists, charts, leaflets and notes etc. . The files are mostly in
Chinese,part of them are in both Chinese and Manchu language and some are in Mongol,
Tibetan,English,French,Russian, Japanese and Latin. The contents of the files are about
politics , economy , military affairs, culture, education, forms of punishment, foreign rela-
tions, astronomy, meteorological phenomena, mountains and rivers, earthquakes and
calamities, life in the Palace and affairs concerning imperial kinsmen. They are of great
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importance to the study of the history of Ming and Qing dynasties and modern history of
China.

The Archives is still sorting out and cataloguing the files. In order to meet the needs
of academic circles both at home and abroad,the Archives receives users while cataloguing
and arranging the files. In recent years,more and more users begin to refer to the files.
Statistical data show that the Archives received totally 39316 users person/time, 2331 u-
nits in the period from 1979 to May 1985, including 1547 users person/time of scholars
from the United States, Japan, Australia, the United Kingdom, France, Italy , Sweden,
Netherlands, Belgium and other countries. More than 4266804 volumes and 3205 micro-
films were supplied. The Archives has made great progress in publishing books. Before the
liberation, it published “ A General Survey to the Documents Bureau”, “ Anecdotes
Series” , “Historical Materials(appearing every ten days)”, “Historical Materials About the

bL AN 1)

Three Feudatory States of the Qing Dynasty”, “Archives About the Literary Inquisition of
the Qing Dynasty” , “Historical Materials About Sino-Japanese Negotiations”, “Documents
of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom ”, “ Historical Materials About Sino- French

Negotiations” , “Copper Maps in the Qianlong Reign”, “Records of Nurhachi,Taizu of the

»

Qing Dynasty”, “Catalogue of Booklets About the Qing Inner Chancery in Chinese”. After
the liberation, the Archives published “The Revolution of 19117, “Sino-French War”,
“Historical Materials About the Reform Movement of 1898”, “Historical Materials About
the Yihetuan Movement”, “Historical Materials About Earthquakes of the Qing Dynasty”,
“The Second Opium War”, “Historical Materials About Jiangning Mill”, “Memorial By Li
Xu”,“The Tiandi Society”, “Historical Materials of Constitution Preparation At the End
of the Qing Dynasty”, “Selected Historical Materials About Sino — Russian Relations in
the Qing Dyn-sty”, “Series of Historical Materials About the Files of the Qing Dynasty”,
“Exploitation Through Land Rent in the Qing Dynasty”, “Notes on the Daily Life of Em-
peror Kangxi”, “Historical Materials About How Emperor Kangxi Unified Taiwan”,*Se-
lected Historical Materials About Zheng Chenggong”, “Selected Historical Materials About
Peasants’ War in the Qing Dynasty”, “Collection of Instructions and Memorials in the
Kangxi Reign”, “Historical Materials of Chinese Workers Abroad”and 29 different other
books consisting of 93 volumes. The books are very popular and appreciated by academic
circles both at home and abroad.

In order to better meet the needs of the users,the Archives has made various finding
aids in recent years and enriched the reading rooms. Furthermore,the Archives has begun
to duplicate and make microfilms of materials for the convenince of supplying the users.

ADDRESS ; Gugongxihuamen , Beijing Municipality , CHINA

TELEPHONE . 397096
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OEERL2R
View of Huang Shi Cheng

O LR

Imperial siele pavilion

OF 1.4

Golden cabinet

ORASHELER
Horizontal inscription board of Huang Shi Cheng in Chinese
and Manchu characters



g2 = R

BEERBEANLERZANEE FRAEEORR, ERTEAFERTHY
HHRERE.

i, TREAEHERRY B AESEOKRE ¥ SN ERE D
T2 EYRHA N RFTER EHBNTBERTHAME, ARG L287,
“TESCHEEEE LR BEE I, W EEXH”, UHR—RIKIEHE, A
HE"HMEZe, AEHE TREBENBMAR"NTRHE. X—BINBE BN, L
MRZ @A, FERLM TR FRARE+ 8, J THHEEES T €A T
153 F)EH, EREE  EHRM P . EEBRAY TR EREEGEBRRALH
MBREFRETFTER.Z, KEHHHER,BAFEHEEFREE A4, EHE TN
SHERPITEEAZ NN 2F, FEETAE T 1536 F)IRT., B X
BEASE 45047,

ERXMEBRRILER. ENBE NSRRI 1 HTBEHERASH, B
BE LI, B EI R 360 Vo K, HESH 2 K IE (B EBEE 6. 14 %,5 8/
FHA . BEE10M,FITEF L FBEHRNESEMER BELEH A0 EHE
6. 14K, RITH ; RPUMEMIEE 3.6 K. S HFRE L. B FXAERMEASE
L, AR T BB AT BRI N EEN Y RE . BREAEFHTATEE
WHEBEE-RHERAEREAMEZNAF L2 KENAE,. 6 LB ESH
R EB” S RNEERTHEMA, AT E—%.

B Y RRIEEE LR S L EHA A TENRT., BRZEwER
S, RO L3, 5 ZHA AR B UE Y BT ERELE.
L ERES GRARR BRI A HBG I FHA,

EYREMERMAEAARORR. EANEEHME, BB 8, WAFE, AL
L RERFER T ZEANT 180T O EEET XN, EH L EBEE X
WWHBLIER T 2BER RN T EE.

1949 SEJ0FRIERRRAT, BE R B 2FEA KB BB AR . 1955 Eg AL R A7 51
NERCORIPRAL. 1956 FERHERBEEGHT LB, 1962 FHE S
FIAE ML EHBES YR BA, 1981 4F.1985 FENLHEES —H P HREH
BERE,HEXBEEI T CEFXEGETHERHBYR . “BY RBER". KR
FEHE-IEEEERIATEAFE BERNELIRY”. SRBRHBRE TAZS
BT E AR, AN AR RSP TRAEENB S FEMEE.FRT
ZHMEN RS ZRE, MTEAEANRYRX—EHENER ERETHEBEAL A
MR T Rk 2R,
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