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Preface

In the 1940’ s, some scholars considered the economic growth as the
goal of development. Which also includes such key elements as millitany
forces, national power, GNP etc. Among all of these, GNP is the most im-
portant one. Reading its limitation, during the period from 1969 to 1973,
U.S. A look the corlel’s first step in declaring that social , economic, cul-
tural and environmental development were not equal to economic develop-
ment . The Roman Club put forward the Increment Limited Theory. Hence-
forth, the UN raised the Sustained Development Theory, regarding sus-
tained development not only as the simple mix of economic development
and social development.

In June 1972, the UN held a conference in Sweden on the problems
of human’ s environment. In 1983, the 38th UN Assembly issued some
documents including The Furture of Environment . It identified sustained
development as an action which satisfies our need but do no harm to our
later generations needs at the same time. It was the first time that people
raised the sustained development’s problems formally in front of the whole
world.

Later after 1980’ s, the Sustained Development Theory tends to be
more integrate and comprehensive. [t not only concentrated on those eco-
logical problems, but also on such key factors as national conflicts and
population growth. Under this situation, some international conferences on
environment and population problems were held one after one around 90’s.

These conferences formulated series of declarations and guidelines. The
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follosing is the main idea .

(1)The development of society is the major need and hope of the
whole human being, and also it is the key task of every government .

(2)The development of society needs to be human centered, and it’ s
final aim is to improve and raise people’s living standard.

(3)The development of society is firmly connected with the environ-
ment of culture, ecology, econemy and politics.

The international society has realized that sustained development
should contain ecological, economic and social sustained development. In
the book Our Common Future ,this development includes such elements as
economic growth , solving problems of poverty, actively satisfying people’ s
needs on employment, housing and health, restricting the population under
a certain level, protecting natural sources etc.

This book tries to make the theory of development specific, more
rich, more systematic and easier to handle.

This book makes a very clean introduction to the history, new chal-
lenge and exsiting solving methods of the intemnational problems.

This book not only gives the details on today’s intemational prob-
lems such as population, poverty, drug etc. but also sets out its scientific
counter measure.

This book connects China’ s development with the international prob-
lems which makes it more practical .

This book produces on extirely new concept of the world, indicating
that solving the world”s problems need cooparation of all the countries in
the world, and the exsiting order of global economy and politics is not ratio-
nal. Though it works effectively in some sense, it can only bring benefit to
those developed countries, not developing countries, lot country satisfies its

self-interest and has not considered the interest of the whole world as the



