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Preface

This book is an enlargement and revision of my thesis, Scapula-

mantic Techniques and Periodic Classification, submitted for the

Ph.D. degree in the Department of East Asian Studies at the University
of Toronto in 1974. It can also be considered as a comparatively
complete report of my research to date on hollows, and a synthesis

of my previous findings which have appeared in a series of writings
beginning in 1970 with "Tsuan-tso tui pu-tz'u tuan-tai ti chung-yao
hsing" (The Importance of the Chiselled Hollows in the Periodic Classi-

fication of Oracle Bones) published in Chung-kuo wen-tzu 37,

The book is divided into two parts. In Part I are illustrations
and discussion of the shapes and dating of the various types of
hollows. Part II contains examination of a number of questions from
the view-point of the hollows. The four problems raised are the
correct dating of the Royal Family Group, the service of certain
diviners in more than one period, the differentiation of Third and
Fourth Period bones, and the relationship between certain divination

topics and hollow shape.

Research on the hollows has just begun and the collection of
material has been difficult. I recognize the imperfections in the
method and the roughness of the conclusions drawn, but it has been
the aim of this work to demonstrate the assistance which the hollows
can offer in oracle bone research. It is my hope that others will
join me in devising a better methodology and obtaining more accurate
results in order to attain a more complete understanding of Shang

history.

Much remains to be done. There are many observable differences
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between the Third and Fourth Periods in modes of bone preparation

and hollow cutting. It is very probable that it will, therefore,

be possible to distinguish the bones of one period from those of

the other, and perhaps to refine the dating within each period.

In this study I have merely made the first rough attempt to reach
this goal. In the future I intend to do a more complete and detailed
study using the inscriptions in conjunction with hollow shape in

the ultimate hope of arranging the inscriptions chronologically and
thereby obtaining an insight into the historical evolution of the

Shang Dynasty.

After the first draft of this book was completed, I received
valuable advice and criticism from Dr. Stanley Mickel of Wittenberg
University, Ohio. Since the drawings were already affixed to board
and hence were difficult to rearrange, I could only make a limited
number of the changes he suggested. His advice will doubtless be
of great help to me in further study of this problem and I wish to
thank him for it.

I have recieved help from many quarters in my study of the hollows.
The Dr. James M. Menzies Fund and the Canada Council provided financial
assistance. In addition, the scholars listed below either made it
possible for me to study collections in their care, took photographs
for me, or gave me permission to publish photographs and drawings.

I would like to express my deep gratitude to them here.

Ch'lU Wan-1i, Chang Ping-ch'lan, Liu YUan-1lin and Kung Yen-nan

of Academia Sinica, Taipei.

Hayashi Minao of the Research Institute for Humanistic Studies,

Kyoto Uhiversity, Kyoto.
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Matsumaru Michio of the Institute for Oriental Culture, Tokyo

University, Tokyo.
Hasebe Gakuji and Fujida Kunio of Tokyo National Museum, Tokyo.

C.G. Lemberg-Karlofsky of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and

Ethnology, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
The Carnegie Museum, Pittsburgh.

H.G.H. Nelson of the Department of Oriental Manuscripts and

Printed Books, British Library, British Museum, London.
M.I. Scott of Cambridge University Library, Cambridge, England.

I would particularly like to thank my teachers, Ch'l Wan-1i and
Shih Ching-ch'eng, who were assiduous in their encouragement and
guidance and without whom the research could not have been success-
fully carried out. My colleague, Patricia Proctor, organized and
made rubbings of the oracle bones of the Royal Ontario Museum with
me. She not only edited and revised the manuscript, but also offered
valuable suggestions. She played an important role in the completion

of this book and I would like to thank her specially.

April, 1978
at the Royal Ontario Museum
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