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PREFACE BY THE AUTHOR

Owing to the frequent international contact nowa-
days, cultural anthropology is adquately valued by many
universities. Although it used to be a professional learn-
ing, it has become a required “modern knowledge” 1o all
the educated people in the late 20th century.

The study of cultural anthropology has a story of
more than one hundred years. Because of various views
and different approaches, cultural anthropology has
evolved several theories and schools. Basically, these
schools and theories have been formed and developed by
many kinds of cultures and the interactions within them-
selves.

Many books of cultural anthropology have been
published in Taiwan and Mainland China mostly with
authoritative standards. As to this book, it is a collection
of my past studies: theory and practice. It is also an out-
lined vista, classification and orientation for the future
study of the “Applied Anthropology”. The major con-
tents of this book are originally teaching materials for
my two courses “Liberal Education” and "Cultures and
Art” which I have been teaching at Tung-Hai University
and Chung-Yuan University respectively. In addition,
this book could be treated as one of the refrences for
non-majors in the field or anthropology.

In this book I have put many color plates expecting
that through the help of these illustrations, students are
able to go further with this hard reading.

Max Chiwei Liu

Department of Archifecture
Chung-Yuan University
Taiwan, 1991
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