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INTRODUCTION

As a country with a long history of civilization, China created a brilliant ancient culture for the mankind. In terms of architecture, one of
the basic practical activities of the mankind and a component of human culture, various nationalities in China raised numerous excellent
single buildings, architectural complexes and ancient cities over a long period of time through continuous economic and cultural exchanges
and merges. Magniticent, or elegant, or splendid, they formed a unique system of architecture with its important place in the history of world
architecture.

The history of Chinese ancient architecture goes back to the remote ages thousands of years ago, when the primitive form of wooden-
frame architecture could be found. In the Shang Dynasty (1600B.C.~1066B.C.), the soil ramming technique was fairly mature, and palaces
and tombs in quite large scale were built. From the Western Zhou Dynasty (1066B.C.~771B.C.) to Spring and Autumn Period (770B.C. ~
476B.C.), cities were built around the palaces erected on the high terrace of rammed soil. The original wooden frames were improved and
the new wooden frames became the main structural patterns of Chinese architecture. In the Warring States Period (475B.C.~ 221B.C.), the
scope of cities was enlarged, high-terrace buildings were more developed, and bricks and colourful pictures could be found. In the Qin
Dynasty (221B.C.~ 207B.C.), the unprecedented large palaces, tombs, highway, irrigation works and the Great Wall were built. In the Han
Dynasty (206B.C.~ 220A.D.), sets of dougong (brackets on top of the columns supporting beams within and eaves without) were widely
used, wooden towers and pavilions were increased in number, and buildings in bricks and stones were developed. At that time, ancient
Chinese architecture as a unique systern was generally formed. With the introduction and rise of Buddhism, Buddhist buildings were set up
in large numbers. Grand temples, pagodas and grottoes, and exquisite sculptures and murals appeared. In the Tang Dynasty (618 ~ 907),
Chinese architecture was further developed. The layout and the form both showed a considerably high level of art and technique. The
sculptures and murals were especially beautiful. These indicated that ancient Chinese architecture had entered its stage of maturity. Along
with the new development in the structure of timbers, bricks and stones, the system of mo (measures) based on material was set up in the
Song Dynasty (960~1279). To a certain degree, that enabled the designing of wooden structure buildings and its construction to be standar-
dized. With cultural exchanges between various nationalities and the influence of foreign culture in the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties

(1279~1911), the categories and quantity of Chinese architecture achieved an unprecedented development. Most of the existing ancient

buildings were the works of the Ming and Qing Dynasties.




Due to the long history, vast area, and the differences in religion, custom and cultural tradition among various nationalities, ancient
Chinese architecture in different ages and areas varied in types, styles, forms and structure. Each had its characteristics reflecting local
flavour, times and national distinction. The mosques of the Hui nationality, the yurts of the Mongolian nationality, the wooden tower houses
of the Miao nationality, the stone buildings of the Buyi nationality, the temples of the Tibetan nationality. and the drum towers and roofed
bridges of the Dong nationality all have their conspicuous national characteristics.

Through efforts and experiences over a long period, ancient Chinese architecture formed numerous artistic images. Another remarkable
feature of ancient Chinese architecture was the striking contrast in colour-roofs with golden glazed tiles, red columns, bluish green eaves,
white terraces,etc. The combination of these colours created a majestic visual effect. This was rarely found in the world.

Gardens are an important part of ancient Chinese architecture. Chinese gardens were cleverly built on various grounds, where ponds
were dug, hills created, houses built, and flowers and trees planted. Through abstraction, various kinds of scenery were formed. They
evolved a gardening style different from that in European continental gardens of geometric patterns. The existing royal gardens in the north
and the privated gardens on the southern Yangtze River are the representative works.

Most large cities in ancient China were not developed casually but through meticulous planning and designing. They emphasized on
symmetric layout with streets in good order. The functions of various areas were differentiated. The City of Nanjing in the Ming Dynasty
and the City of Beijing in the Ming and Qing Dynasties were the highest development in the tradition of ancient Chinese city construction.

Chinese Vernacular Architecture is a collaborated work of several hundred experts and scholars over several years. Its materials are
generally first-hand. The book is divided into 35 chapters, from Beijing, Tianjin, Hebei up to Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. Thousands of
single buildings and over thirty architectural categories including relics, ancient cities, palaces, gardens, towers, pavilions, civilian houses,
guild halls, memorial archways, bridges, pagodas, temples, grottos, tombs, etc, are presented. This work contains five volumes with five
multimedia CD-ROMs. The book in paper medium and the CD-ROMs are separate but complimentary. They represented Chinese architecture

in various areas at each historical stage by various nationalities. They are significant both in developing traditional Chinese culture and in

introducing traditional Chinese architecture to the whole world.
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