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By ko

FOREWORD

When I visited the book fair in Buenos Aires in
the spring of 1995 I was urged to set aside a morning
for the renowned flea market in San Telmo. After a
few hectic hours in front of all the stalls on streets
and market-places, I ended up taking refuge in a small
antiquarian bookshop. Among a modest selection of
old manuscripts my eyes were drawn to a red box
labelled ‘Codex Floriae’. Something must have

aroused my interest, for I opened the box carefully
and looked down at a bundle of hand-written sheets.
They were extremely old, and I quickly realised that
the text was in Latin.

An introductory greeting was written in large
letters on a single line:Floria Aemilia Aurelio

Augustino Episcopo Hipponiensi Salutem. ‘Greetings
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from Floria Aemilia to Aurelius Augustine, Bishop
of Hippo---’So it must be a letter. But could it really

12



B &

»

HI &H

1995 S /K. BN H s 5 SCF B A
PSR, B AR L — EAF R E
E—TEAWRF/RER R, EEHHM
75 A i Bk WE 3 (LRI 5% T i LA/,
RIGEBEDHEA T — KB BHE. £
NEIRFR T, R — DS “HhigF
WA WARFRSIT. HEAH2—TH
B T HRAGGER, RANCERHITFETF, K
IomFEEA—WMFEEH R, REE, X&F
mARMEY A, m HRBRERIZRAT
X5H].

B E—T RFBMARA “Floria
Aemilia Aurelio Augustino Episcopo
Hipponiensi Salutem " (#B{&F W - & KF]

H3d4HVvVvO NIFLSOr

13



Btheyd 4

be written to the theologian and church father who
spent most of his life in North Africa from the middle
of the fourth century onwards? Could it be from
someone who called herself Floria?

I was already well acquainted with Augustine’s
biography. No other single figure shows more clearly
the dramatic change of culture through the transition
from the old Greco-Roman to the universal Christian
culture which was to characterise Europe right up to
our own time. The best source of Augustine’s life is
naturally Augustine himself. Through his
‘Confessions’ (Confessiones, c. 400 AD) he provides
a unique insight into both the turbulent fourth century
in general and into his own spiritual conflicts relating

to faith and doubt. Augustine is probably the pre-
Renaissance individual who is closest to ourselves.
Who was the woman who could have written a long
letter to him? For the box held at least 70 or 80 sheets.
I had never heard of any such document.

I tried to translate another sentence. ‘As a matter of
fact, it seems rather odd to address you in this way.
Long, long ago I should merely have written to my
playful little Aurel.’I couldn’t be quite certain about
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