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World of the Future
R R - R

AMMARERAFEALLGTT, ARERRTE

SEHT K — MR R RAAN 8o

t the docks you step into a shiny metal submarine* that

is shaped like a shark. The door is closed behind you,

and the powerful engine purrs to life!. Down slides the
submarine — like a shark diving. Deeper and deeper under the
water.

Soon all sunlight is gone. The headlights of the diving ship
are turned on. Then, six miles below, you come to the sea bot-
tom. 'From the diving suhmarine, you change to a tiny jet boat
and ride along close to the bottom of the ocean, almost as you
would skim over the land in an airplane. As you travel, you have
fun looking out the window at the sights on the bottom of the
ocean. You see strange {ish and underwater mountains. cliffs.
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and valleys. But more than that — hotels and mining camps and
farms and factories!

Scientists think that wonderful things may come true in the
future. Future means a time that is not yet here. It can be a
short time {rom now or a long time {rom now. Some of the un-
derwater wonders are almost ready to come true now. Qthers
won’t come true, we think, until a long time from now.

Some, of course, may never come true — but who knows
for sure? They may. What are some of the wonders that may
come true in the future?

Let’s go back to dry land and take a future journey the other
way — up instead of down.

Huge rocket liners® take you into space to visit the Moon
Camp. You walk around on the moon in a special moon suit.
You visit an observatory where a giant telescope looks far into
space — farther than anyone has ever been able to see from
Earth. You go deep down into one of the moon mines. *

After you have visited the moon, you visit the Mars Colony*
and the Venus Exploration Qutpost.

Let’s go back to Earth.

In the far, far {uture, girls — and boys, too — may be
playing with dolis that look like the people of the planets visited
by our spacemen.

To control or run all kinds of toys, boys and girls may learn
to use special computers ‘— machines that answer questions and
do arithmetic faster than you can blink.

Bicycles and perhaps skates may be run by jet power, and a
new thing to ride may be a small flying saucer. Imagine a race

-2.



between them!

There may be telepathy’ helmets that send thought waves
[rom your brain to that of your friend miles away.® You just
think a thought and your friend knows it! You can have secrets
with each other that nobody else can tune in on®!

There will be other surprises in the future. How would you
like to have a robot playmate’?

Having robot playmates may not be so much fun as it
seems. But maybe a boy with a wrench " and a screwdriver * can
fix the robot so that it won’t be too perfect!®

What about the food of the future? Scientists think that
much of it will be artificial — made in factories from such sur-
prising things as coal, limestone, air, and water.

You don’t think that ice-cream or cake or candy or even
bread and potatoes made out of these things will taste very good?
You may be wrong. These artificial things will be blended so
" skillfully by food chemists that the food of the future probably
will be delicious. It probably will also be healthful * because all
the things that you need to live a long and healthy life will be put
into it.

Scientists of the future will almost certainly find other ways
to make life last longer. They probably will find cures” for most
diseases. Hospitals will probably have “body banks” that can
give you almost any new part you need to keep on living. * People
of the future may live to be a lot older than 100 years.

Are you wondering whether there’ll be television in the fu-
ture? There’ll almost certainly be wonderful programs.
Television screens probably will be large and flat, hanging on

3.



the wall or going across the four walls of a room. People on the
screen will look as real as if they were right in the room with
you. '

What about highways of the future? Well, a very small child
probably will be able to drive a car. Nobody will need to steer”.
Electric signals will hold each car on the right road to get wher-
ever the “driver” wants to go. And it probably will be impossible
for cars to smash together. Controls that won’t even have to be
touched will make all speeding cars miss each other or will put on
the brakes. Driving by car will be as safe as being at home.

But maybe the most wonderful surprise in the future will be
weather control. Cities may have giant plastic domes* over them
to keep out snow, rain, or storms.

When you plan a picnic in a park, you won’t have to worry
about rain. It will rain only when the “weatherman” thinks it is
needed to freshen the air inside the city. All other days will be
fair and warm.

The future should be a wonderful time in which to live. But
the time you are living in now was also “a wonderful future” to

the people who lived 100 years ago.

New Words

submarine ['sabmari:n] n. #kE

telepathy [ti'lepabi] n. R, EOAR
wrench [rent[] n. [ER#&. KT

screwdriver {skru''draive] n. @R F . ®# 7]

healthful ['heldful] a. # % TR
4
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6. cure [kjua] n. B AEE I RIpk
7. steer [stia] n. BPFAE
8. dome [doum] »n. BIRH. B2

{ Notes

1. to purr to life ¥ R 3hiR ¥

2. rocket liner k&6

3. You go deep down into one of the moon mines. #E# A8 F &
— P HEEL

. Mars Colony kEBREKX

5. There may be telepathy helmets that send thought waves from
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your brain to that of your friend miles away. HBiF<LH—F0
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nobody else can tune in on #®#& AREH LTI

. robot playmate #HL28 A BRIk 4

. But maybe a boy with a wrench and a screwdriver can fix the
robot so that it won’t be too perfect! HIEAFBHEARH, K
RREBERT. BFTLUART RLTENBARRBRITBLHEY.

9. Hospitals will probably have “body banks” that can give you
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almost any new part you need to keep on living. kM EB
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BHBE. '
10. People on the screen will look as real as if they were right in
the room with you. @®MBHBOAFHUEA—B.BFRMIE
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Exercises

Answer the following questions.

1.

1.

3.
g

Is the wonderful picture despicted in the first two para-
graphs account real or unreal? How do you know it?
What does future mean? Will all wonders come true
someday ?

How [ast will a special computer do when used to control
children’s toys, can it answer questions and do
arithmetic?

How long will average people of the future lead their

lives?

. The author says “the time you are living in now is also

known as a wonderful future. ” How do you know under-

stand it?

. Choose the correct answer.

In the article, the author shows us surprises
which will probably realize in the future.

A. 9 B. 10 C. 12 D. 13

As you sit in a tiny boat and visit the bottom of the

ocean, you’ll have a good look at some things except

A. strange fish, mountains, valleys, hotels

B. sharks, cliffs, mountains, factories

C. cliffs, hotels, mining camps, farms

D. strange fish, mining camps, factories, hotels

The food of the [uture made out of such chemical things



as coal, limestone, air and water is

A. healthful and tastes delicious

B. healthful but tastes awful

C. harmful but tastes delicious

D. harmful and tastes awful

. Tt will most unlikely be possible for cars to knock against

each other

A. because cars run too fast to meet together

B. because automatic controls will help drivers

C. because there will be many more kinds of vehicles
used by people, few of them drive a car any more.

D. both A and B

. In the author’s opinion is the most wonderful

phenomenon it the future.

A. robot playmate

B. body bank

C. weather control

D. artificial food
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he big UK grocery retailer™ TESCO is testing a
database which knows when you like to shop, what’s
on the list and how much you are likely to spend.

It also knows that three-quarters of a store’s total profits
comes from its top 10 per cent of customers.

Data mining'— the intensive analysis of statistics — is being
combined with micro-marketing — the targeting of small groups
of consumers — to cause big changes in the way we spend.

In another development, the giant US retailer Wal-Mart
now mails out to customers personalisted weekly shopping lists®
with prices, together with a list of little temptations for their
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tastes, budget and stage in life.?

These developments may have profound effects on the way
we bank " as well as on the way we shop.

Professor Phillip Treleaven, head of computer studies at
University College, London, says that in perhaps six months a
customer will be able to arrive at a supermarket, pick up a bar
code reader’ and wander about the shop clicking on to whatever
he or she wants to buy that week.

“A member of staff will take the bar code reader, use it to
deliver the goods from the warehouse, while the customer goes
off for a coffee or to have their hair done,” Mr Treleaven says.

Supermarket chains are set to shake up® the delivery of all
services, with particular impact on the banks.

Mr Treleaven’s most impressive news was on the subject of
scanners. At his computing department at University College,
London, he is experimenting with a prototype of a 3D body
scanner®.

A customer who stands partially clothed in a small room for
about 10 seconds, can have his physical stature mapped to an ac-
curacy of 1 millimetre. The idea might be disconcerting* , but no
more so than a visit to a doctor.

The real impact will be seen within a few years, when we
are sitting at home armed with a television remote control de-
vice, flicking through the latest catalogue of offerings from a
retailer.

Fancy that outfit for yourself?” A click of the button, and
there you are, on the television screen, wearing it. Like to see it
in another colour? Click. Just got to have it? Another click to
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call up the Internet banking connection. and you have bought

*

and paid for it, and a courier” will deliver tomorrow.

The revolution does not stop there. Mr Treleaven, and ex-
pert in artificial intelligence and so-called neural networks, can
tie together your current preferences, sprinkle® with a little
knowledge of how you are likely to age and predict your spending
patterns for the rest of your life.

Is it too intrusive — an invasion of privacy?

Not at all, says Mr Treleaven.

“In fact just the opposite. People welcome the chance to be
given valuable assistance in some of the humdrum* chores of our
time, and avoid being targetted by the irritations of intrusive ad-
vertising. The store owner will become the friend who gives
valuable information to you. ”

The greatest impact is likely to be felt by providers of finan-
cial services — the banks, insurance offices and investment hous-
es, which traditionally handle money. Friendly neighborhood
retailers may very well cut them out of a job®.

First, credit agencies, will no longer be able to sell retailers
information about a customer’s credit worthiness, because the
retailers will already have it, and probably more accurately.
Banks may know that a certain percentage of customers are
crooks”, but retailers only care whether a customer will still
spend § 150 a week on groceries, beer and cigarettes.

The march of technology may make bankers a little ner-
vous, but there are pluses* coming for them. They will not need
to bear the costs of building bricks and mortar branches across
the country. ® They will simply concentrate on the key industry
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