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" PREFACE

The Palace Museum of China has a rich collection of cultural relics, of which many are
Buddhist. Of the Buddhist cultural relics those of Tibetan Buddhism constitute the largest
proportion. This is because the imperial court of the Ming and Qing dynasties has close
relations with Tibetan Buddhism. Under feudalist monarchy, imperial court represented the
central government, and it frequently received tributes from various local governments. The
most valuable tributes offered by the Tibetan local government, which was then a politico-
religious reigme, were cultural relics of Tibetan Buddhism. In return, the imperial court
bestowed precious gifts upon the tribute-payers. Moreover, in the imperial palace, particularly in
the Qing dynasty, most emperors and their queens and concubines were pious Buddhists. In the
Forbidden Palace they built chapels, worshipped images of Buddhas, and devoted themselves to
Buddhist activities, on which they spared no manpower, material resources and financial aid.
The Buddhist cultural relics made in the palace are excellent in material and workmanship.
Since the founding of the Palace Museum, all the Buddhist cultural relics in the palace have
been well preserved.

Deriving its origin from ancient India, Tibetan Buddhism took shape and developed under
certain historical conditions and became an important branch of Buddhism. It has a strong local
flavor. The same is true of its cultural relics, including sculptures, paintings, sutras, Buddhist
articles, and buildings, which have played a major role in propagating its doctrines. To discover,
to collate, or to make a research into the historical materials, no matter whether from the view-
point of the history of religion, or history of culture, or history of arts, is very interesting. As to
Tibetan Buddhism in the imperial palace, which is enveloped in an air of mystery in addition to
religious and local flavor, a study of it is more attractive.

Because of a heavy burden of work, the Palace Museum could only sort out and register
these valuable cultural relics. There was no time for the Museum to do a systematic study of
them. Thus, these cultural relics, preserved in the storehouses, were not known to the outside.
In order to make a research into the Buddhist cultural relics collected in the palace and to make
the academic circles not ignore the close relations between the imperial court and Tibetan
Buddhism and the existence of the cultural relics in the palace, we have selected a small part but
representative part of the collection of cultural relics in the Qing palace. On this basis, this
pictorial is compiled and the Exhibition of Art of Tibetan Buddhism Collected in the Qing
Palace, which is to be held in the Palace Museum in August, 1992, has been arranged. Through
these activities we intend to introduce to the world the cultural relics of Tibetan Buddhism
collected in the Palace Museum, together with a necessary and brief introduction to them. We
hope that the Buddhist articles exhibited here will afford research materials to religious circles,

cultural circles, and art circles and will arouse the interest and attention of the society.

.




Those who took part in writing the book and organizing the exhibition were some middle-
aged and young scholars of the Palace Museum, but they are not experts in Buddhism, much
less in Tibetan Buddhism. In order to accomplish the work they had to learn it from the
beginning. You can imagine what difficulties they have met in their work. In order to avoid
mistakes, we have asked some scholars to help us. Here I should like to offer my thanks to Prot.
Su Bai of Archaeology speciality from Beijing University, Prof. Wang Yao of Tibetology from
the Central Institute for Nationalities, Prof. Jin Weinuo of Art History from the Central
Institute of Fine Arts, and Nagtsang Shangpa Ngawang Rinpoche, Vice-President of the
Tibetan Advanced Acedemy of Buddhism of China, for their valuable guidance and help
regarding questions of archaeology, Tibetology, history of art, and religion. Without their kind
assistance it would have been impossible to bring this book into being.

Tibet is an inseparable part of the sacred territory of China, our great motherland; the
Tibetan people is 2 member of the big family of the Chinese nation. This is a result of historical
development. All the cultural relics here bear witness to it. Facts speak louder than words. We
sincerely dedicate this book to Tibet and all the Tibetans and tender our warmest wishes to

them.

Yang Xin

January 1992
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