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PREFACE

China is known to the world as "“Mother Land of Porcelain’. Of the various kinds of
porcelain, blue-and-white porcelain is of particular significance and art value in Chinese
ceramics history, on account of its unigue serenity, simplicity, and elegance. This makes
it a hot and much pursued collection item to both Chinese and foreign art lovers of all times.

Blue-and-white porcelain is a kind of “"underglazed porcelain’, which is made by first
patterning the clay body with cobalt oxide, and then glazing it and firing it in a kiln with a
temperature over 1200°C. The high temperature turns cobalt oxide to an elegant blue. The
blue-and-white porcelain of early periods is simple in design. crude in texture, and brownish
in color. The climax in the development of blue-and-white porcelain did not come until the
Yuan and the Ming Dynasty. During that period, owing to the advancement in technique,
the sophistication in patterns, the broadening of subject matterns and above all, the abundant
variations of glazes, blue-and-white porcelain was presented in various styles and features,
and became distinctly attractive.

The representative work of the Ming Dynasty is that of the Hsuan- te resign. The Hsdan- te
blug-and-white porcelain is delicate in texture and comsummate in making. It combines tradition
and innovation into one, with the vivid and splashing beauty of Chinese monochrome ink
painting.

The blue-and-white porcelain after the Hsuan- te resign is featured by lighter colours
and simple and clear designs, much reduced in superfluous decoration. Departing from the
vigorous masculine beauty rich in tint variation of the Hsoan-Te period, the blue-and-white
porcelain of this period shows a serene, natural, and feminine elegance. The blue-and-white
porcelain of the following periods turns dense and gaudy in color, with much less tint vanation,
and thus appears devoid of vitality.

Derived from blue-and-white porcelain, there are compusite porcelain wares such as
underglaze blue and red, underglaze blue on a yellow ground. Tri-color, Penta-color, ““Tao-
ts’al’ and the like. Either being elegant, or serene, or gaudy, they diversify and enrich the
color shades of blue-and-white porcelain.

Chen Kuei-miao
Director
National Museumn of History
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Blue-and-white Porcelain

of the Ming and Ch'ing Dynasties

Porcelain is one of the Chnese decorative arts well-known to
the world. And blue-and-white porcelain is the most extraordinary
achievement in Chinese ceramics history. Blue-and-white porcelain
which is made by first
painting the clay body, with decorative patterns, in pigments made

]

is a kind of ‘‘underglaze porcelain,’

of oxide of metal mixed with water, then coating the painted body
with quarts glaze, and then firing it in high-temperatured kiln. In
such procedure, the glaze-coating will be melted into transparent
glass material, and the underglaz metal oxide will give out the
oxygen and appear the original color of the metal in the reduction
process, for the metal oxide is isolated from the air by the glass
material, thus the painted patterns turn up a shining color as if it
is painted ‘‘under’ the glass glaze, and derive the name
“‘underglaze porcelain.”” The making of such porcelain requires
high technology and rich experiences as well as marvelous taste
in shaping and painting. It is a combination of practical technology
and artistic creation. In the age-long Chinese ceramics history, it
obtains a special status. In the making of those ‘‘underglaze
porcelain,”’ we find that the most frequent colors are iron black,
copper red, and cobalt blue. Among them the color which derives
from cobalt oxide is more sharp and stable. Therefore cobalt oxide
is used more frequently as underglaze pigment. Its product, ‘*blue-
and-white porcelain,” will be discussed as below.

The Origin of Blue-and-white Porcelain

As the general opinion of recent ceramics scholarship, blue-
and-white porcelain rises at least in Southern Sung Dynasty, some
even claims that it could have been made in Northern Sung Dynasty.



