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LHE S5
The inscription about repairs 10 the Lugou Brdge made in the
of Emperor Qunlong
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Lugou (Marco Polo) Bridge
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£ %0 A o Tion turns s head (Y uan Dynasty)

hi st eod ol the hrdpe







fip & B dE+r  Stone flowers ook towards the sky
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The art of stane sculpiure

The stone seulpiures of Lugoo Bridge sre ingenious in
conceptiog. Curved ehyantly and sividly o vinious postures,
passorsby wlways adyine dnd prose them,

Al the extrenies of the hridge sre foor omamental columng aml
twvo pavillions, Al of thew are earved with many imiiees of clouds
and Mowers, There w o stone lon atop each tramental column
Tooking outwird (rom the hridge as if fo receive and see off visitors.

A pair ol great stone lons le o the ground it the sist end of the
et ned 90 the west end There s i pair of huge stone elephants
bewing therr heads The apimal figures steadlastly guard the four
fast Balusters with their huge hodies at each end of the bridge,
gy anid poswerbinl which al same time churmingly naive.

Lugon Bridge has 251 soufptured halusters un its sides with &
stane han Tigire curved atopesch one. There wre so mny lion cubs
o her Bead s Wack, or e under her belly and feet, Lion cobi also
play in various postures. somy thiow out ther chests, some 1orn ther
heeads and ook back some prwk up their ears. some play with 4 bell
under the large bion's chest. Some aredifficull 1o find. for they reveal
hall of thetr head or their mouth This leads 1o the popular
expression around Beirg that “the lions of Lugon Bridge are too
auaierous ocount.” Actually. according w an ancient hook (Notes
OF A Sea of Facen) “thetie are 627 Tons on the hulusters of the bridge
altagether * This s the carfiest conn of e number of stone lions an
the bridge.

Lugon Bridge now has only 495 Hons big and sl There sre
four an the ornamentul colamns. and |we greol ones at ench extreme
of the bridge There ire 2X1 lons on the halusters, and 211 lion cubs
play around these fl

i Fach ol thee central archies on the hridge has s stone dragon
ke and oy ench of these arches s curved n dragon hend . Their style
axsimple and elegant like that of the great stone Hons and elephants
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The painting of “The Moon over the Lugou Bridge 1 Dawn™, by Wa



1fu. Ming Dynasty
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A lion depicted playing with & hall (Ming Dynasty)
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Anather lion carry lon cubs i her back Ming Dyasty






SEEIE A R
The pavilion housing Uhe stone tublet with Emperar

Qisnlong's  hanswriting
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