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Preface tothe Chinese Edition

Since its original design and implementation by Dennis Ritchie in 1973, the C
programming language has spread far beyond its origins at Bell Labs. It has become the
common language for programmers throughout the world, and has given birth to two other
major languages, C++ and Java, that build on its syntax and basic structure. C and its
derivatives are the base upon which much of the world’s software rests.

The spread of C required action to describe the language itself completely, and to
accommodate changes in the way it was being used. In 1988, the American National
Standards Institute (ANSI) created a precise standard for C that preserved its expressiveness,
efficiency, small size, and ultimate control over the machine, while at the same time
providing assurance that programs conforming to the standard would be portable without
change from one computer and operating system to another. This standard was also accepted
as an international standard under the auspices of the International Standards Organization
(ISO), and thus brought the benefits of standardization to a worldwide user community.

The standards committee was aware of the multi-national use of the C language, and
thus provided, both in the language itself and in the library, support for “wide characters”,
which are needed to represent text in Chinese as well as other languages that do not use the
Roman character set.

In spite of these evolutionary changes, C remains as it was from its inception, a
compact and efficient tool for programmers of all backgrounds.

The C language, and also the Unix technology from which it grew, have been present
in China for many years, as we know from visits to universities and the Chinese Academy
of Sciences. Students’ learning has always been made more difficult by the lack of an
authoritative translation of the material describing this work into a form convenient for
study in China. We are delighted that Professor Xu has made this Chinese translation of
“The C Programming Language” available so that C will be more readily accessible to our
colleagues in the People’s Republic of China.

Brian W. Kernighan
Dennis M. Ritchie
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