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On Tidiness
it B

A great textbook on udiness remams to be written. with
chapters on theory and practice, with footnotes, bibhography,
appendices and ndex. It would be shown, from historical ex-
ample, that udmess is easter where space 1s sufficient, with
attics and cupboards, with outbuildings and cellars. (It would
be proved from case-listories and depth interviews that the
best workmen cannot even begin work before they have
brushed the floor and laid out their tools mm thewr accustomed
sequence) It could be argued, on the other hand, that the
most precise order has its ongmn 1n the more confined space.
When men hve under canvas or at sea they are often com-
pelled by thewr surroundings to keep everything, hterally,
ship-shape Whatever may be needed, from a rope to nfle,
can be found i puch ' darkness within a matter of seconds

Tidiness can thus be made to seem an aspect of efficiency



But 15 1t? For some work 1s always performed under conditions
of squalor Backstage at the theater 1s always chaos and so are
the working parts of a television studio. What 1s true, more-
over, of an English cabmnet-maker or research scientist is quite

2 The most ntri-

untrue of the Chinese woodcarver or joiner
cate patterns are carved by Chinese workmen on the sidewalk
of busy streets amid a confusion of hawkers® and children and
poultry and dogs. Nor is the tidiness of a British warship re-
peated farthfully on the deck of a Cantonese junk™ , which
nevertheless earns 1ts living and makes its landfail. The truth
1s that tidiness 1s not so much practically necessary as tt 1s aes-
thetically and psychologically satisfying.

Tidiness means keeping things out of sight and yet avail-
able when wanted. It implies that there is a place for every-
thing and that each thing used finds 1ts way back to its place
by a continuous process, not by a spasmodic ® effort. The
process depends, however, upon the drawer, cupboard and
storage space being provided, for lack of which some things
may literally have no place to go. Like the perambulator and
trolley, the luggage and the golfclubs may be homeless. The
same way may be true of the deck-chairs and bulkier plastic
toys. As there 1s no place for them, 1t is no good telling peo-
ple to put them away. The architect who thus economizes on
storage space 1s apt to claim that a good-sized sitting-room 1s
the result. What advantage 1s there in that, however when half
the living-room has to be used for storage? The aesthetic order

depends, 1n turn, upon storage space While 1t may be true



that no house ever had cupboards enough, there are some
houses which have practically no cupboards at all. In these our
choice must lie between chronic untidiness and ruthless de-
struction That 1s not to say, however, that cupboard space
will 1tself create tidiness. Some people are happier, it would
seem, wn chaos. There is the question, furthermore, whether
the cupboards themselves are tidy. That everything has been
swept out of sight 1s no proof, in itself, that anything can be
found.

Words: __520

Time:

Notes:

@ pitch: H#; as black as pitch: — 4 & %

@ joiner: carpenter

® hawkers: a person who carries goods from place to
place and tries to sell them /> % #&

@ junk: a flat —bottomed Chmese sailing ship with
square sail

(® spasmodic: irregular

Exercises:
I. Vecabulary: For each sentence there are four choices
marked A, B, C and D. Choose the ONE that Best completes
the sentence.
( 1. Please check that the page numbers are

A. 1 sequence B 1n question




APTIRN:

C. 1 order D 1n condition
( )2 Many of the problems had their in the
post-war US
A itial B. mitative
C. ongin D. ongmal

( )3 Their old quarters were very ugly and

A. confirmed B. confined
C. disregarded D. disquieted
( )4. The runner _____ flew round the track
A. fast B. briefly
C. definitely D literally
( )5 Everything 1s clean and _____ 1n Jane’s office.
A. cut-and-dry B cut and thrust
C ship-shape D. ship-wreck
( )6 The failure of electricity supplies created complete
i the city.
A chaos B. confusion
C. untidiness D. protest
( )7. A detecuve story usually has a(n) plot.
A delicate B. gloomy
C. tricate D 1imagmnative
( )8 Hard as they tried, they couldn’t move the
prece of furniture.
A. grand B. bulky
C lumpish D awkward
( )9. The country was poverty-stricken, as a result of a

state of civil war



A slack B. cold

C long D. chronic
( )10 The problem is umimportant , but its
effects could be very senous in a long run.
A. for wself B. 1n uself
C. to itself D. of itself

H. Translation: Translate the following sentences into Chi-
nese.

11. A great textbook on tidiness remains to be written,
with chapters on theory and practice, with footnotes, bibliog-

raphy, appendices and index.

12 It would be proved from case —histornies and depth
mterviews that the best workmen cannot even begm work be-
fore they have brushed the floor and laid out their tools in their

accustomed sequence.

13. The truth 1s that tidiness 1s not so much practically

necessary as it 1s aesthetically and psychologically satisfymng.

14. The process depends, however, upon the drawer,
cupboard and storage space being provided, for lack of which

some things may literally have no place to go.

15. While 1t may be true that no house ever had cup-
boards enough, there are some houses which have practically

no cupboards at all




II. Cloze: For each blank there are four choices marked A,
B, C and D. Choose the ONE that best fits into the passage.

In my neighbothood there were two reject stores They
were right next door __ 16 each other, and the owners were
bitter enemies They were having price wars constantly

In one window would appear the 17 sign ~ For
sale Insh hinen sheets, with such mmor flaws that 18
hawk-eye could tind them The ndiculous low price of
$6 50 " Everyone would then traditionally _ 19  the reply
from the other bargain house, and m about two hours it would
appear 1n the window ™~ My sheets are _ 20 Romeo 1s to
Juliet and only $5 95 ”

21 the sign war, the two _ 22  would often ap-
pear outside therr stores , screaming and __23  at each oth-
er, and often times coming close to actual blows Finally one
of the owners would stop __ 24 the price war, claiming the
other one was crazy 25 was anyone who bought from
him That was the starter’s gun 26 Everyone 1n the
neighborthood would 1ush into the 27 bargamn store and
buy out the entire stock of sheets and pillowcases

One day one ot the owners __ 28 A few days later, the
other owner moved out of the neighborhood, _ 29  again.

When the new occupants of the stores _ 30 their properties

moie closely, they discovered a secret passageway 31
the two apartments above the stores 32 the previous
owners had lived Further research 33 that these two



