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PREFACE

HUMOR IN THE WHITE HOUSE:
THE HUMOROUS SIDE OF THE PRESIDENCY

, There are many histories of America’s Chief Executives, but’

none so refrsh‘ingly casual. These humorous anecdotes demon-
~ strate, that Amgricén presidents were real human beings, and used
humor as a medicine to give them the refreshment they needed
for the arduous and frustrating work of trying to direct a young, -
'fresh, and often lawless nation not quite ready to grow. up.

Fr. Lee has given “history” a sugar coating. Browse your
way through these Iighi-hearted pages and you will .discover that’
history is not always pretentious and presidents are not always
forbidding.

Paul B. Denlinger
Professor Of Linguistics
Soochow University
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

The President of the United States holds the most importaht
position in the world. He must be an acceptionally competent
administrator, an outstanding statesman and a topnotch diplomat
in order to conduct the domestic and foreign affairs efficiently
and successfully.

A complicated job like the American presidency.takes a
grest deal of time and energy. The holder of this office must take
time out to relax, for ““All work.no play makes Jack a dull boy.”
Unfortunately, his time is very much limited because he must be
on duty twenty-four hours a day. In order not to become a
nervous wreck or wind ugp in the nut house, a great majority of the
American Presidents, from George Washington to Ronald Reagan,
possess a good sense of humor. As a matter of facts, many. of
them were the noted humorists of their time. The outstanding
ones include Abe Lincoln, John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan,
just to name a few. ‘

| have written dozens of books and “Humor In The White
House” is my favorite, with the exception of “The Road To
Happiness.” Before relating the humorous anecdotes, | usually
give a brief sketch of the Presidents. Reading this book, you will
not only be amused, but you can also learn something about
American history.

Would you like to know which story in “Humor In The



~ White House' tickles my biggest funny bone? It's the remark

made by Calvin Coolidge, known as “the Silent Cal.” As his
nickname mdicats, President Coolldge was a man of few words.
At a White House dinner, a quuacuous woman guest said to him,
“Mr President, | betted fifty doHars with my friend that | can get
more than two words eut of .you.” As cool as a tucumber,
Coolidge mumbled, “You lose.”

| owe a debt of gratitude to the sophomores in the Mass
Communication Department of Fu Jen Catholic University for
translating this book into elegant Chinese. Thanks a ml!lson, boys
and gtrls. God love you! Me 2,
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Father john Lee,v the author of “Humor in The White House”
was born and raised in North China near Peking. As a college
student, he went to the United States in 1947. In 1949, he was
ordained in Kenrick Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.. In the same year,
he entered Loyola University graduate school in C'hicago, studying
Social Administration and Clinic £sychology.

In the Midwest, the Catholic priest has organized the first
national convention for the overseas Chinese students who were
aided by him psychologically, socially and financially. The
energetic clergyman wore many hats. He was a-zealous church-
man, a sympathetic ¢linic psychologist, a popular lecturer and an
articulate Radio and TV news analyst who produced and
. moderated “‘China Speaks Out,” a semiweckly Radio program and
“Press International,” a weekly Television program on ABC.

Due to retinitis pigmentosa, an incurable eye disease, Father
Lee has become legally blind since 1977. Because of the lack of
reading ability, he listens to “talking books” and magazines.
Instead of sitting on a rocking chair brooding, the resilient man
buries himself in hard ‘work. Beside his teaching duties in the
Department of Miss Media Communication at Fu Jen Catholic:
University, he has turned out some twenty bo.ks. You can't keep
a good man down. How true! Futhermore, Father Lee possess‘ei
a keen sense of humor and many of his books deal with the



subject of witticism. “No sense crying over spilt milk. You may
“just as well make the best out of it,” remarks the spunky priest,

*Life is too short and we only live once. We must make a good

Juse of the time alloted to us, making small contributions to -
_:others " He is certainly domg more than his share. In his spare
fime, if he has any, Father Lee writes a weekly column, entitled
“East Meets”~West” in China News and reguiarly contributes
articles to “Free China Journal”, “‘Crown’ and other publications
in Taiwan and in United States. He is also a correspondent of
© “UCAN”, a Hong Kong based English news agency.

" To Father Lee, lifé is realty worth fiving. In his world, sun
shines brightly daily, fragrant flowers bloom everywhere and birds
, sing sweetly -from morning to ‘night. His optimistic spirit is
contagious. - It fubs off on every one’ who comes in contact with
him. 'After exch period, his students walk out of the classroom,

wearing a broad smile and spreading . sunshine and joy to their

schooimates. The wodd/ of ours would be a much - more pleasant
- place to live and work, it there were more souls like Fathér Leé.

P
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THE PRESIDENT PEOPLE FIND
DIFFICULT TO DISLIKE

Ronald Reagen, the thirty-ninth President of the United
States, is so charming and affable, “even his enemies find it
difficult to dislike him,"” accor'ding to most of the newspaper
reporters. Reagan’s charm lies in his keen sense of humor,
particularly his abillty'to laugh at himself. In February, 1981, he
turned seventy. At the dinner held at the National Press Club,
Washington, D.C., Reagan joked freely about his age ‘and brought _
 the - down with every humorous remark he made. - B
B _know your organization was founded by six newspaper
women in 1919,” he paused. With a twinkle in his eyes, he added,
“It seems like only yesterday.” He went on to say, “‘Middle age is
when you're faced with two temptations, you choose the one that
will get you home by nine o’lock.” The septuagerierian President
said, “Thomas Jefferson told one of his friends not to worry about
old age. | have felt much better ever since he told me that.” -~ .

“Even when he was faced with a life-and-death tragedy,
Ronald Reagan did not lose his sense of humor. On March 30th,
1981, he was shot by john Hinkle, an unstable young man.- With a
bullet in his chest, Reagan was rushed to the hospital. When he
saw the doctors in the operating room, he grinned, “| hope you
are all Republicans.” One of the doctors assured him, “Today, we
are all good Republicans, Mr, President.” :

When the operation was over, a doctor asked how he félt,
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‘Quoting the comedian, W.C. Field, “All in all, 1'd rather be in

Philadelphia.” When he saw the presidential aides come to see
him, he asked, “Who’s minding t1e store?” “When they assured -
him that things in the White House were running smoothly, he
pretended to be indignant and said, ‘“What makes you think |
would be happy about that? If-| had that much attention in
Hollywood,” he added, “‘I’d have stayed there.” When his wife,
Nancy rushed to-his beside, Reagan apologized, “I forgot to duck,

Honey.”  The head nurse told Reagan that he was healing fast

and then added, “Keep up the good work.” He cried, *‘You mean
this might happen several times more?” When told that three
other men were also hurt in the attempted assassination, Reagan
said, “That’s great news. Get four bedpans and let’s have a
reunion.” President Reagan’s ad lib one liners were refresﬁing and
comforting to the nation in crisis. The host of the “Tonight
Show,” Johnny Carson, who was the master of ceremonies for
the Oscar motion picture académy award show held the day after
)the‘ attempted assassination, remarked to the millions of television
viewers, “‘| was going to call the White House and ask Ronnie
Reagan for a few of his funny one liners.” A



