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UNIT ONE

Text

Memoirs of a Secretary
. by Allan Road

Shorthand emancipated Irene Angell. Three-quarters of a century -
ago,.it gave her the means of surviving in a man’s world.

At 90,Miss Angell still sends herself to sleep in her South Lon-
don home thinking in shorthand and she can look back en a
lifetime delineated in strokes and loops, hooks and dots.

» Irene Angell was born in1896,theyear before Sir Isaac Pitman,
inventor of the eponymous shorthand system, died. She has tived,
in six reigns and threugh two world wars.

Ledving. school at 15,Irene attended the UK Secretarial Col-
lege in Lavender Hill to learn shorthand and typing. ‘You could:
cither pay £5 and stay as long as necessary,or you coutd: pa'y 15
shilling a.quarter.’

Irene’s parents could afford only 30 shtihngs This. financial
handicap, she found , concentrated her mind wonderfully . ‘I at-
tended college on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and I
learnt shorthand and typing in six months.’

Off the Cuff S S

Once qualified, she obtained a post in the City, where she worked
for 10 shillings a week . Her office was situated in the old Wool
Exchange, which is now the site of the Chase Manhattan Bank.
1 loved the old Clty with all its little courtyards,” she recalled, 'but
that’s ail gone now. : ’
Miss Angell admires at least one thing about today’s sec
retaries. ‘They dress so beautifully,’ she said.In her early days,
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_office. umform was a long navy-blue skirt and a white blouse. If
_you were darmg you might wear a pink blouse, she recalled.

To keep their sleeves clean, secretaries wore paper cuffs, which
they changed each day and dn which they would often jot short-
hand notes. Hats were de rigueur — felt in winter and straw in
summer -— but lipstick was forbldden Not that I would have
worn it,’ MlSS Angell said.

Working conditions were terrible. Hours on week-days were
from 9 a.m. till 6 p.m.and on Saturdays from 9 a.m. till I p.m.If
the hours were long, the money was short. The return tram fare
from Wandsworth to Southwark Bridge was three-pence a day
and wnth IUHChf—j steak and kidney pie, potatoes’and a cup of
tea h at sixpence , the young secretary was leftwith == ? = a
week. After giving her mother five shillings for board and keep

- she retained precious little for her labours.

So good was Irene Angell’s shorthand at interviews that pros-
pective employers never bothered to take -up her referénoes Her
120 words a minute ‘won -her several diplomas, a volume of
Tennyson’s poetry and ‘Vanity Fair.’

Tloved Pitman s from the moment I saw it,” the 90-year-old
recalled. ‘You've got to love it to mop it up.’ Efforts to simplify
the system do not meet with her approval. Tt may be easier to put
it down, but it’s not easier to read it back.’ she said. ‘What’s the
use of saving time putting it down, if you then spend four hours

. puzzling over deciphering it?’
12°

Time was a luxury not to be squandered in young Irene’s day.
In one office where she worked, about 50 secretaries sat in a large
room watched over by a supervisor: ‘The supervisor would call
you and tell you your boss had rung,’ Miss Angell recalled . ‘When
you went out and when you retuméd, you entered the times
on a large board hanging on the wall arid added in brackets the

number of letters you had taken.’

13

Sack Me, Piease

M: es are anathema to Irene Angell. Today she will not have
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wievision  set in her Clapham home and she tolerated the
t§pe writer onlyA because it enabled her to pursue her béloved
shorthand. When dictaphones were first "introduced she knew
they would not catch on,she said,and when a firm where she was
working adopted audio typing,she went to the boss and said he
would have to sack her. 4
14 The boss did no such thing and Irene Angell continued work-
ing as a secretary until she was 82. Even then her addiction to Pit-
man’s would not allow her to kick the shorthand habitand she
. continued giving private lessons to the children of neighbours.
15 One Victorian value this lively nonagenarian retains is her
preference for a male boss. ‘Once you put a woman in charge, she
becomes autocratic and unbearable,’ she warned. ‘Look at Mag-
gie Thatcher.’

( from The Observer, E.F.L.Service )

Prep Work

1. Background material:

1. Sir Isaac Pitman ( 1813—1897), English school teacher. who
invented a famous shorthand based on phonetic principles.

2. Alfred Tennyson (1809— 1892 ), English poet.Hiselegy (#i%)
In Memgoyiam (1850 )became the favourite of Queen Victoria,
who appointed him Poet Laureate (E&Ei%A ).

3. Vanity Fair («£F|3% > ) (1848 ), a gentle satire of the early -
19th- century middle classes by the English novelist William
Makepeace Thackeray (1811—1863). _ ‘

4. The six reigns and two world wars Miss Irene Angell has lived

" in and through:
1)Queen Victoria (1837 —1901)
2)King Edward VII (1901—1910)
3)King George V (1910—1936)
4)King Edward VIII (Jan. 20 — Dec. 11, 1936)
5)King Geosge VI (1936—1952)
6) Queen Elizabeth II (1952 — )

7)World War I (1914—1918)
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II.

IIl.

IvV.
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8)World War II (1939 — 1945)

"Proper nouns

1. Irene Angell /ai 'ri:ni emdza] /

2. Isaac Pitman / ‘aizok ‘pitmon /

3. Lavender Hill /'l&vinda hil /|

4. Wool Exchange /wul iks 'tfeind3 /

5 ,Chase Manhattan Bank /tfeis man'h&ton bapk /

. Wandsworth /' wondzwa6 /

7. Southwark /'sadsk ‘saubwak /

8. Alfred Tennyson / '&lfrid ‘tenisn/

9.'William Makepeace Thackeray / ‘wiljom 'meikpits kasn /
10. Clapham / 'kl@psm/
11. Maggie Thatcher = Margaret Thatcher /* ma: grit Bztfo /

Vocabulary:

.Give the English meaning of the followmg words as they are used
in the text?

“1. to emancipate ( para. 1)

2. daring (para.7)

3.to jot (para.8)

4. derigueur (para.8)

5. precious little (para.9)

6. to take up (para.10)

7.to mop (something )up (para. 11)
8. to squander (para. 12)

9. anathema (para. 13)

10. to catch on (para. 13)

Comprehension:

1. What, in your own words, is ‘shorthand "? _

2. Irene’s parents were quite poor, but how did this help her?
3. What do you understand by ‘board and keep’? (para.9)
4. Why does Irene not a’pproﬁc of simplified systerns? -

5. What objection do you think Irere had to dictai)hmi’es?
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6. By using the word ‘addiction’and‘tlie phrase ‘kick the habit’
(in para. 14 ), what does. the writer compare Irene Angell’s love

of shorthand to?

-

Exercises

I. Questions on content: .

0 3N L b WN

— gttt et et
Ul-hWNP—'O\D

16.
17.
18.
19.

’

. M

. Who is Miss Irene Angell?

. How old is she?

. Where does she live?

. When was she born?

. When did she leave school?

. What college did she attend after she left school?

. What did she learn at the college?

. How long did she study there?

. Why could she not study at college longer than six months‘7
. In what way did she find her financial handicap helped her?
. Where did she work after she was qualified? ’

. How much was her weekly pay?

. How was she dressed in her early days as a secretary"

. How many hours did she have to work every week?

075117

. How much was her weekly spending ﬁncludmg tram fares, lun-

ches, and board and keep )?

How much was left with her?

Why does Irene not approve of simplified systems?
What obj'ection do you think JIrene had to dictaphones?

retains?

athematical questions:

According to the writer, what is the one Victorian value she

1. When she did her shorthand and typing course Irene said she ‘
paid ‘30 shillings a quarter’. How much is that in modemn

Enghsh money per week? -

2. a. In ‘old’money (pre 1971 ) there were 12 pence in a shlllmg
and 20 shillings in a pound. Can you work out the missing
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figure in paragraph 9?

b. If you assume a lunch break of one hour, how much an hour

C.

did Irene Angell earn?
How much personal spending money did she have a week?

I11. Translate the following into Chinese:

1. She can look back on a lifetime delineated in strokes and loops,
hooks and dots.

2. This financial handicap, she found, concentrated her mind
wonderfully. "

3. After giving her mother ﬁve shillings for board and keep she re-
tained precious little for her labours.

4. So good was Irene Angell’s shorthand at interviews that pro-
spective employers never bothered to take up her references.

IV. Explain the italicized expressions:

l.a

- In summer we.took up the carpet.

b. Blotting-paper takes up ink.

C.

The furniture takes up too much room.

d. Who is going to take up the story at the point where she has

left off?

. When he left school he took up journalism.

. We cannot wait any longer, as we have to catch a train at 3.30.
. What train are you catching? - '
. There have been several attempts to introduce gayer colours

and styles in men’s clothing , but none of them has caught
on.

. You go ahead; I'll catch ybu up in a few minutes.
. If only the idea catches on, we should be able to make quite a

lpt of money.
The farmer caught the boy stealing his apples.

V. Translate the following into English, using one bf the expressions
listed below:
can afford sth or to do sth;
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recall sth or doing sth;

be addicted to sth;

take up;

catch on

BT RAERIBLE R, BEAREEAKA.
F—KRH3 KM, &AF s,

FiNiRfe, HiEARBHETT. )

Ml RE R VR BFEFERIC AR R T

U0y, BEEFEBMIRR.
XERE W RO,

MR LB B R A 2 |
RS THREHT /Y, ROPPRETERURT.
BREXHAERBRAIWITIR.

. EREE—TF, RAIA RV,
.&%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%?@ﬁéﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ,%ﬁﬁ

_—O O 0 3N AW

V1. Give the plural form of the following words:

‘1. potato 6. volcano
2. tomato 7. cuckoo
3. solo 8. negro
4. photo 9. piano
5. bamboo 10. radio

VIL. Note the suffix -or in supervisor, and then add -or or -er to the fol
lowing verbs:

1. survive 6. keep
2.send 7. give
3. look - 8.act
4.invent 9. profess
5. admire 10. inspect

VIII. Rewrite the following sentences:
Note the inversion in the sentence ‘So good was Irene Angell’s
shorthand at interviews that prospective employers never bother-
ed totake up her references.’ (para.10) Rewritethe following sen-
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tences, putting emphasis on the italicized word or words:

1. I have often heard it said that he is not to be trusted.

2. World wars have taken place twice within my lifetime.

3. I have climbed that hill many a time as a boy.

4. You will not find so. many happy, contented people anywhere else.

5.1t is seldom wise to disregard the advice that he gives.

6. He not only has a first-class brain but he is a tremendously hard
worker.

Oral work.

Roleplay: Interview

Imagin€ a reporter has been sent to interview Irene Angell on her
90th birthday. The class should divide into reporters and
interviewees. . The reporters should prepare a list of questions to ask
Miss Angell, based on the téx_t. They can help each other but
should have -their questions checked before the interviews start.

- Students playing the part of Miss Angell should read the text

thoroughly several times and try to remember as much as possible
so that they can answer the leponers ‘questions without having to
refer back to the amcle .

Supplementary Readings

Reading (A)
_ " London’s History (1)
The site of L.ondon, about 50 miles from the North Sea a]bng the
Thames River attracted the practical-minded Romans. The river was
navigable.ai«: i:s hroad mouth faced the continent of Europe.Near
the site, the ¢ i:aines narrowed, offering the first place upstream
where the river could be crossed easily. There may have been a
Celtic settlement there before the arrival of the Roman troops in A.
D.43.Less than 20 years later Tacitus, the Roman historian, des-

cribed the settlement as being “crowded with traders.” The Romans
called their city Londinium.They built a wall that enclosed an area
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almost exactly half the size of the present city. Fragments of it still
stand today.Through the area ran Walbrook Stream,draining the
fens,or marshes, of Finsbury and Moorfields. The stream now flows
into the Thames through a culvert,and the fens are densely popu-
lated.

Britain was a Roman province for almost four centuries. Then
Rome had to call its legions to help fight invading barbarians.Little -
is known about London’s history during the period immediately
thereafter. London began to regain its importance after a man
named Mellitus became the first bishop of London in 6064. Under
Alfred the Great the fortifications of London were repaired in the
9th century.

A period of great activity began after the invasion of William
the Congueror and his Norman followers from France in 1066.In
1078, William had Gundulf, bishop of Rochester, build the White
‘Tower, which is now. the oldest ‘part of the Tower of London. It
stands foday almost exactly as it did then.It has served as fortness
palace, prison, and court of law.

The Middle Ages was a penoct of great cﬂmmemal growth for
London.In-#91,the City had bech-given a specsalvstams with an .
~ independent -governing body . This freedom’ gave the City spe-
cial trade advantages and marked the beginning of a presperous

era. By the late 14th century, London had about 50 crait guilds, . |

and the Thames was crowded with wharvcs o

Notes
. the North Sea 1L
. the Thames River /temz/ FEE+iH
. Celtic /keltik/ FUREEAM ,
.Tacitus /' tesites / EFEEH (557 — 1177 ). ?552%?
. Walbrook Stream /'wo: Ibruk / E/RFETEH
.the fens B&
. Finsbury /'finzberi/ FF#ifAE
.Moorfields /‘mo:fi:ldz/ B/RIERE
.culvert /kalvat/ BEIE, FA¥
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