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1 The Flags of Midnight
[E] )3 K 82
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The moment was 13 years in the making, the culmination(## ) of more
than a decade of tense jockeying(iR#|) between the British and Chinese govern-
ments, of promises, name-calling, and of nervous anticipation in Hong Kong. !
British and Chinese dignitaries( % ) watched stiffly from a stage before some 4,
000 guests. As the British military band, dressed in red uniforms, launched “God
Save the Queen,” the Union Jack slowly dropped for the last time a few seconds
before mid-night. Ten seconds later the red and yellow flag of the People’s Repub-
lic of China rose. It was July 1, and the richest British colony was suddenly trans-
formed into Hong Kong, China.

After so much Sino-British wrangling, it was hard to believe that China was
finally in charge. But if anyone was unclear, the announcer instantly reversed the
1



order of the ceremony’s languages, presenting Chinese President Jiang Zemin first
in Mandrin Chinese®, then in English. “The Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region of the People’s Republic of China is established !” Jiang proclaimed, inter-
rupted by applause from the Hong Kong tycoons(E 3k ), conservative and demo-
cratic legislators, international dignitaries and mainland Chinese officials in the
hall. For that one moment, they all had left their differences behind. It was the
end of 156 years of British rule—and for Chinese in Hong Kong and around the
world, the closing of what many view as the most shameful chapter in China’s his-
tory.

The buildup to the handover(¥ 3¢ ) was especially emotional for Gov. Chris
Patten (A & Z % ) and his familly. On his last Sunday in office, Patten gave a
rousing speech at a Roman Catholic mass. “Here’s the contract,” Paten said, “I’
Il pray for Hong Kong, that it flies like a bird to the heavens, and you say a prayer
for us.” As the Union Jack® was lowered a final time at Government House, Patten
bit his lip to keep the tears back. Then, at sunset, 10,000 Hong Kong people and
digitaries huddled(#t i — 1) in the colonial masters at East Tamar, the former
British naval headquarters.

Hoping to soothe(F &) all fears, Hong Kong’s new Chinese leaders sent out
strong, positive messages on the first day of Chinese rule. In the celebration cere-
mony, Jiang stated several times the need for China to stay out of Hong Kong af-
fairs. Officials in Beijing told University of Michigan political scientist Kenneth
Lieberthal that the speech was aimed at reassuring the people of Hong Kong—and
also warning Chinese ministries to keep their hands off. Various Chinese agencies
already are pressuring Beijing to allow them to administer their own policies in
Hong Kong. Jiang included representatives from every ministry in his delegation—
so they could hear first-hand his “Don’t touch”message.

In his turn, Tung(#FEZ2 %) talked in Cantonese( F 1) this time—despite of
the fact that visiting Chinese leaders couldn’t understand a word. He gave a bold
speech mapping out his agenda (I #2 ), including plans to revamp (3 # ) Hong
Kong’s disastrous education system, promote housing development and care for the
elderly. After stressing Hong Kong’s ties to Beijing and laying plans to trim indi-
vidual rights for most of his six-month transition, on his first day in power Tung
emphasized what people want to hear: Democracy is the hallmark(34E) of a new
era for Hong Kong. ”

In the Beijng streets beyond the square, the celebration was sincere. Families
moved dinner tables onto the sidewalk to enjoy the festival evening. Couples gath-
ered on overpasses (K #F) to watch the fireworks. Nobody saw much, but that
didn’ t seem to matter. *“China is great, and we feel proud,” said Lui Weishen, a

Ministry of Finance official who cut short a trip to the U. S. to organize celebra-



tions. Most people stayed home—and watched TV. Many Beijingers watched
Hong Kong’ s Phoenix cable( RUBH LB M &), instead of official CCTV—Dbe-
cause Phoenix showed the British as well as the Chinese festivities. “We order
take-out, got a bottle of champagne (F#%1# ), and watched all night,” said one
Beijing intellectual.

Notes
1. The moment. . . Hong Kong. IX—%1233 T 13 . hEHEFE 10 BEMNERRMEATATER,IF
FHEE R, URE XFENERARMBE TARUTE,
2. Mandrin Chinese: % i# %
3. Union Jack: X EEK, ABALKRRER,
4. Nobody saw. . . seem to matter. AfIERNAZ,BILFHIEE,

Exercises
I . Reading Comprehension

1. Answer the following questions in the fewest possible words.
1) What is the name of the British national flag?
2) What is the full name of Hong Kong now?

2. Decide whether the following statements are TRUE(T) or FALSE(F) according to the article.
1) For that one monent, they all had left their differences behind.
2) The British rule of Hong Kong is viewed as the most shameful chapter in China’s history.

[l . Vocabulary
Fill in the blanks with the following phrases in their proper forms.
in charge, in the making, pray for, send out

1) The sun light and heat.
2) A great social transformation was
3) Who is here?

4) He got what he had .



2 Our Titanic Love Affair
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Even James Cameron(B B« &% $1) is, he says, “a little bit mystified”
by the passionate reaction to his movie. The director of “Titanic” has been tireless-
ly circling the world to promote his film’s opening. Audiences don’t always laugh

at the same jokes, he’s discovered. But whether it’s Moscow or Tokyo or Rome,



they all cry at the same places. If the tears shed over “Titanic” could be collected in
rain clouds. ELNino(JE/RE#EB S ) would have stiff competition.

The dimensions of the mania (2 #4%), as we well know, are extraordinary.
They love it in Slovenia (#7#& X /B ). It’s the most successful movie ever in
Mexico( B E) and Hong Kong. In some towns in France, cinema owners report
that their admissions exceed the local population, which means that the French are
going to it three or four times—something the French are not supposed to do. Last
Saturday in the United States, “Titanic” hit the $ 350 million mark(X3%) after
58 days, it took “Jurassic Park” (4 F 422 ) 67 days to break the $ 300 million
mark. What makes this number even more remarkable is that, because of its three-
and-a-quarter-hour length, it can show only three times a day. On the Internet,
the movie’s Web site( Pl3) is averaging 4 million hits daily. By all estimates, be-
fore the end of next month “Titanic” will be the first billion-dollar movie ever re-
leased.

Movies this popular are usually shunned by the Academy (H#; k%), but
Cameron’s epic is breaking all the rules. The 14 Oscar( 87 £2) nominations it
received last week—including bits for 22-year-old Kate Winslet and 87-year-old
Gloria Stuart—ties the record set 47 years ago by “All About Eve,” a movie it
couldn’ t resemble less. It’s the odds-on favorite to win best picture(BREE R ).

Like all megahits(F 31 — K I E R), the movie has become a kind of reli-
gion. ! And as all religions, you don’t worship at the altar just once.? Normally,
films draw a 2 percent repeat audience; “Titanic” is drawing 20 percent. Consider
these highly unusual statistics: 435 percent of all the women under 25 who have
seen the movie have seen it twice. And 76 percent of all people who have seen the
movie at least twice plan to see it again. What’ s particularly surprised the studio is
that 37 percent of the audience is older than 25 — a larger percentage of adults
than was expected. In Chicago, 28-year-old Maria Federici is on her way to see it a
fifth time with her boyfriend and his mother. “I don’t normally see movies twice.
This is kind of weird (A B[ B A7) for me,” she confesses. You got everything
you want—love and a little gore. “ Its appeal to women is well known, but 40 per-
cent of the audience is male. Federici’s boyfriend, Ken Lill, is on his third go-
round. “I like action movies®, but this one touches,” Lill says. “Guys can try to
blow it off and say they’ re coming back just to learn about the Titanic— but that’
s bogus (R #1), it’s a movie that touches you.” Sixteen-year-old William Ro-
driguez has a friend who’s seen the movie seven times. “He took seven different
girls to see it. And he still liked the movie after all those times,” Rodriguez says. “
I don’t really like history movies or love stories, but I saw ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (¥
FEEX S5 KM ) and that was the best. That’s why I want to see this one.”

Could the dizzying success of “Titanic” mark a sea change( B K#J2E4L) in

5



popular culture? It’ s not, on the face of it, anything a blockbuster Hollywood
movie is supposed to be. Look at a list of the 15 top-grossing domestic films( B 4
/) in history, from “Star War” (2 A& ) and “E. T, (5B A)” down
through “Independence Day,” (357 H) “Batman” (BB ML) and “Twister” (3%
K.) . Every one before it has been primarily aimaied at guys. Not one of them is a
love story. Most are set in the present or the future. There’s nothing you could re-
motely think of as a tragic romance. None, with the exception of “E. T,” and
“Forrest Gump” (FTH IE4£), even tries to put a lump in your throat*. Nor was

“Titanic” designed, as so many movies are today, to generate merchandising tie-

ins.’

Notes

. Like all. . . religion. ﬁ@?ﬁ&%%%%“#,ﬂ%ﬁ%%((ﬁﬁ@ﬁ%»E%&T—ﬁ%ﬁﬂiﬂﬁﬁﬁo

. And as. . .just once. T HB&HH HRE—H, KRS RERIEBRE—K,

. action movies. ZI4E K-

- a lump in the throat. 087K, LB BREENHRE,

. Nor was. .. tie—ins. %T<Wﬁﬂf’f’?>uﬁ<%5)\>}5’|‘,ﬁifﬁﬁ—‘fﬂs'ﬁ%fﬁtEETW‘WH‘J‘%!@O I
B, S HRMFLRERF, (RERE) RN LS L TREN.
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Exercises
I . Reading Comprehension
1. Answer the following questions in the fewest possible words.
1) What did James Gameron discover?
2) What is the percentage of repeat audience of “Titanic”?
2. Decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter.
1) How many Oscar nomination has “Titanic” received?
A. 10 B.12 C.14 D. 15
2) What does “megahits” mean?
A. superhits B. small hits
C. medium hits  D. no hits at all

I . Vocabulary
Fill in the blanks with the following phrases in their proper forms.
aim at, on one’s way, on the face of it, be supposed 1
1. We be there at six.
2. It seems quite reasonable
3. She is to school.
4. Most top-grossing films guys.
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Do believe the hype!!
When it comes digital television,
the revolutionary new offering
now on the communications hori-
zon, the picture on the screen
doesn’ t lie. And there were nu-
merous screens showing the tech-
nology’ s promise in Las Vegas
(BRI Hr 2 N 87 ) last week, at a
convention( 2 iX) of the nation’s
broadcasters(FB #L & ). On one,
birds in a wildlife documentary
(&2 3% F) were so lifelike that
they seem to react to movement

in the audience, and the sound

was so clear that they seemed to be fluttering and cawing right there in the room.
On another, crystal-clear scenes from a Masters golf tournament (5 /R < EK H 3% )

made you feel as if you were in the gallery. True, these were only demos (7~ i

). But if all goes according to the plans laid out this month by communications
regulators, the age of digital TV is at hand. In 18 months TV signals will begin
appearing in the infallible(#5 JC 2 % ) language of computers, sweeping away a
half century of fuzzy(FMIH)) analog TV(E#IFXBEM). “The promise here is to
reinvent an industry,” gushes (1% {8 H8 i}l ) Gerard J. Waldron, a Washington

lawyer for broadcasters.



