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PREFACE

by Prof. Zhang Chongmei, Vice
Chairman of Chinese Painters and
Calligraphers® Liaison Association

" Paper-cut Art” is part of China’s traditional cultural art with about 2, 000 years history.
It is derived form China and can be traced back to Han Dynasty, the period when paper making
was invented. From a folk activity to a folk art, {from the day it first appeared, it has become the
main part of life of Chinese people, esp. those living in rural areas. It shows people’s life, ex-
presses people’s emotion, and records bitterness and happiness of their life. Its plainness simplic-
ity, vividness, elegance and brightness, distinctive local color, strong flavor of times, and strong
artistic appeal make it to be a gem of Chinese arts and jewellery in world arts treasure house,

Chinese women can be regarded as the greatest women. They plow, cook, weave and take
care of the old and the young as well. Not only are they busy with the housework and farm work,
but they also squeeze time to engage in paper-cutting, which greatly gives full play to paper-cut’s
practical and beneficial characteristics. A pair of scissors is the only tool, a small piece of paper is
the only materiel, and the daily life is their endless theme. Bearing all the surroundings in their
minds, with their clever hands, they have portrayed and beautified life and enriched the civiliza-
tion,

Paper-cut art is being passed on from generation to generation and taught by personal exam-
ples as well as verbal instruction. There have been neither bound books nor examples, nor classes
or schools to teach this art. Even a very skillful specialist can hardly keep her works and leave her
skills to the young. So. writing the history and teaching the skills of paper-cut are rather diffi-
cult. Chinese girls learned to use scissors when they were little girls and imitated their mothers’
works to cut their own favorite patterns and figures. Learning the skill from their mothers and
developing it from the neighborhood’s exchanges, uneducated girls could cut round or square
shaped * Double Happiness” when someone got married. They cut the Chinese character ”
Longevity” for the elders’ birthdays, " Happiness and Luck” at festivals. It was these peasants
who use their scissors to express hope for life and pursuit for ideal life.

Paper-cut art has directly influenced such Chinese popular plastic arts as straw collage and
leather-silhouette show, and soon. With the social development, people have gradually been pay-
ing attention to folk arts — the root of Chinese national arts. So the neglected paper-cut is shining
with dazzling splendor again.

The paper-cut works of the folk paper-cutting artists are plain and moving, and capable of
communicating with their viewers as if through language. For foreign friends, if they want to ap-
preciate and understand another country's art of any kind, they should first learn about its cul-
ture, its customs, the artist’s experience and also the characteristics of this art. Chinese work-
ing-class’s paper-cut has presented the spirit of Chinese people.

For the sake of the reader’s convenience, these works are divided into nine units and each u-
nit is given a brief introduction by Mr. Li Kai, an art critic. '
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Shepherd Going Back with His Sheep

Delivering a Fat Pig

Carrying a Huge Pumpkin

Appreciating Flowers

Driving a Donkey Cart on

Ploughing

Turtle Drum of Luo Chuan

Farmers’ Life Going to Market « Lighting Firecrackers
Farmers’ Life  Sleigh * Respect the Elders and Love the Young Ones
Flower Guardian

Weaving

Whispering

Five-best Family

Grandmother Feeding Chickens

Planting Trees

Bicycle

Entertainment

Grandpa Herding Sheep

Tiger Cub

Lion Stepping on Ball Made of Silk
Entertainment * Rowing a Dry Boat
Granny with Chicken in Her Arms
Spinning

Sheep

Picking Fairy Peach

Combing and Making-up

Friendship Between China and Japan (1)
Friendship Between China and Japan (2)
The Statue of Liberty of the U. S.
‘Going to a Fair in'Ba Shan Moutains
Going to a Fair in Ba Shan Moutains
Going to a Fair in Ba Shan Moutains
Going to a Fair in Ba Shan Moutains
Going to a Fair in Ba Shan Moutains
Going to a Fair in Ba Shan Moutains

by Yang Meiying
by Han Juxiang
by Yang Meiying
by Yang Meiying
by Yang Meiying
by Han Juxiang
by Han Juxiang
* by Zhai Xiuwen
# by Zhai Xiuwen
by Jiang Yanhua
by Li Zhuying
by Han Juxiang
by Han Juxiang
by Li Zhuying
by Li Zbuying
by Li Zhuying
by Li Zhuying
by Li Zhuying

. by Li Zhuying
by Li Zhuying
by Li Zhuying
by Li Zhuying
by Li Zhuying
by Jiang Yanhua
by Han Juxiang
by Han Juxiang
by Li Zhuying
by Li Zhuying
by Li Zhuying

* by He Xiaogiang and He Xiaoyu
% by He Xiaogiang and He Xiaoyu
* by He Xiaogiang and He Xiaoyu
* by He Xiaogiang and He Xiaoyu
# by He Xiaogiang and He Xiaoyu
% by He Xiaoqiang and He Xiaoyu
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123
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128
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Note: The titles with a * ** in the Chinese version are works awarded in the First Nationwide

Grand Prize Competition of Chinese Customary Paintigs.
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of Wind Invent

Croddess
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Yellow Emperor
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Luo Zu Feeding Silkworms
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Hu Chao Wearing a Cap
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