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Lesson 1

San Francisco Hosts Wedding
For Gay Couples

SAN FRANCISCO—Pat and Karen Norman have
been 1n love for 13 years They’ re raising two chil-
dren together and share a cozy home

Monday, the churchgoing couple were planning on
getting married. along with 175 other lesbian and
gay couples who were to tie the knot at a historic
mass wedding ceremony here

A new San Francisco law taking effect Monday
grants lesbian and gay couples the right to have
city-sanctioned weddings, complete with marriage
certificates.

The weddings will carry minimal legal weight since
the state doesn’ t recognize same-sex marriages
but. to the brides and grooms. the ceremony will
have priceless symbolic value.

“This is a very incredible and important ritual.”
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says Pat Norman, executive director of a health
outreach program. “It shows that here in San
Francisco, we have a place, and it gives hope for
the future.”

Hawaii’s Supreme Court appears ready to legalize
same-sex marriages in that state, a passibility
that’s prompted two dozen states to consider laws
banning the practice.

New York City and Madison, Wis., already allow
same-sex marriages.

San Francisco Catholic Archbishop William Leva-
da has condemned the ceremony. And a USA TO-
DAY/CNN/Gallup Poll found Americans still op-
pose same-sex marriages by more than 2-1.

The Rev. Lou Sheldon of the Anaheim-based Tra-
ditional Values Coalition, says same-sex marriages
are wrong because “it’s impossible for homosexuals
to truly bond.”

“Marriage wouldn’t stop their wild and crazy sex.
The body parts just don’t fit, and it messes with
everything. Marriage will benefit none and do
harm to many, ”Sheldon says.

But the lesbian and gay couples don’t see it that
way

Karen took Pat’s last name when they had their
own private wedding 12 years ago.

Zach Norman, 3, thinks the setup between parents
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Pat and Karen Norman is great “Mom and Mom-
my love each other, and they’re already married,”
says Zach, conceived through artificial insemina-
tion.

For many couples. the wedding is a dream come
true

“I’m so excited.” says Jerry Windley. 41, who
was to marry Ted Knapp. his partner of two years

“It"s such a wonderful change for the gay commu-
nity to be getting together to celebrate life and love,
rather than getting together for the funeral of yet
another friend who has died of AIDS,” Knapp

says. (373 words)
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Lesson 2

Prostate Test Could Lessen
Surgery Need

SAN FRANCISCO A new test for prostate cancer
may be the most accurate of those developed so far
when it comes to showing whether the cancer has
spread before a man undergoes aggressive and po-
tentiallv unnecessary surgery.

“The test really has the potential in helping us
choose which men to treat with surgery and which
ones to treat with less aggressive alternatives,™
says Dr Harmon Eyre. American Cancer Society.
Atlanta.

Surgical removal of the prostate gland is the most
common treatment for men whose cancer has not
yet spread beyond the prostate gland In these
men. experts say the potential for being cured out-
weighs the risk of being rendered impotent and un-
able to control the bladder.

But when prostate cancer has spread. surgery’ s
side effects outweigh the benefits. so nonsurgical
approaches are recommended that may put cancer
in remission and help maintain quality of life

The problem is that, because of inadequate tests.
25% to 50° of men undergoing prostate surgery

— 5



today have cancers that have already spread, and
they are being exposed to unnecessary surgery,
says Glen De Vries, Columbia University, New
York.

The test employs common genetic laboratory tech-
niques to detect in the bloodstream a gene found
only in prostate cells. If the gene is detected in a
sample of a man’s blood, that means prostate can-
cer cells have escaped from the gland.

The research is too preliminary to show whether
those cells are actually spreading the cancer, but
the ACS’s Eyre says ‘““it is a pretty close step in
that direction ™

Studies involving 160 patients found that a man
with a positive test was 16 to 20 times more likely
to have prostate cancer cells in the blood stream
than someone with a negative test. Likewise, men
who had a positive before surgery were 4 times
more likely to have a recurrence of cancer in the

first 31 months after surgery. (321 word~)
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Comprehension Questions

1 What can the blood test do for the men suffering
from prostate cancer

2 What 1s the most common treatment ftor men
whose cancer has not yet spread beyond the pro
tate gland ?

3 What are the likely side effects of the surgical re-

moval for the men who have prostate cancer ?

Lesson 3

Advertisers Plaster Names
On City’s Face

ATLANTA—Forget Madison Avenue. From mid-
July to early August, Atlanta, home of the Sum-
mer Olympic Games, will be the world’ s commer-
cial capital.

More than 160 corporate sponsors and licensees
have poured $ 900 million into the Summer Games.
In return, they get to tout their Olympic ties on ev-
erything from automated teller machines to sun-
screen. Most consumers will get a taste of the mar-
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keting blitz through TV ads. But the 2 million
folks who travel to Atlanta will be immersed in a
corporate marketing fest.
Here’ s a look at what a typical “officially spon-
sored” Olympic day will look like during the
Games : (Companies in bold face are official Games
partners or sponsors who paid up to $ 40 million
for Olympic rights. )
7 a. m. Check in at the Delta Air Lines gate at
New York’s La Guardia Airport. The sight of the
official Olympic torch symbol on your ticket jacket
along with other Olympic references in red, white
and blue jolts you out of your sleepy state. Olympic
banners and patriotic colors give the waiting area
an Election Day feel.
7 :15 Surprise. You learn you’ re part of a random
group of travelers who’ 1l fly to Atlanta’s Harts-
field Airport aboard The Spirit of Delta, a special
jet festooned with stars and the Olympic torch. Af-
ter boarding, a flight attendant wearing an official
Delta Olypmic scarf decorated with the torch offers
you some magazines. Among them: Sports Illus-
trated, the—you guessed it—official Olympic print
publication.
7:30. The flight attendant takes your drink order.
You then guzzle the official Olympic nectar, Coca-
Cola, straight form a can decorated with Olympic
— g —



