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Summary in English

Lin-ch‘uan i# a distriet in the eastern part of Kiangsi Province,
formerly the prefecture of Fu-chou (i% #). More than seventy yoars ago
Reverend Joseph Edkins observed in his Mandarin. Grammar, 1864, in regard
to this dialect thus, ‘‘At Fu-chou-fu in the eastern part of this province, the
soft initials have all been replaced by aspirates. Of the six finul consonants
only -k ie wanting. The tones are seven and are irregularin pitch.”’ Thisis
of course a very sketchy description, but we have as yet no detailed records of
this dialect. From my own study putl!ished in this monograph we can
substantiate his observations, such as the ancient voiced initials b¢, d*, ¢¢, dz',
dgf, and gj’, becoming aspirated surds (cf. p. 106), and the existance of six final
consonants, -, -n, -1, -p, -t, and -? (cf. p. 16). We can see that Edkins, scems
to have already discovered the change of the original final -k into a final
laryngeal. Only his remarks on tone seem to be inadequate. The tones are
seven in number, but they can not be described as irregular in pitch. To
represent them by Dr. Y. R. Chao's tone letters, they are (cf. p. 20),

Yin-p‘ing Yang-p‘ing Sbang Yin-<ch‘d Yang-ch‘i Yin-ju Yang-ju,

4 1 1 N 4 4 ]
32 © 26 45 51 23 32 b
On the whole Fdkins’ remarks, though brief, ara quite in acecord with the facts.

The Lin-ch‘uan dialect, to add to Fdkins’ description, has 19 initials
(p. 12), 73 finals (p. 14), and 7 tones (p. 20). In regard to the initials, aside from
the change of the ancient voiced stops and affricatives into their corresponding
aspirated surds mentioned above, ancient §, §*, ¢, tg, tg’, become t, t* in words
of the 3rd division (p. 107), ancient ! becomes t before -i and -y (p. 107), ancient
4 and d‘ become h in the colloguial pronunciation (p. 106), ete. Thesa are
characteristic changes comparatively rare in other dialects. Aato the finals or
rime-categories of this dialect in comparison with the Kuang-yiin system (cf.
pi»- 185-142), we may mention the followins: the main vowel of the 1st division
of ancient groups &, I, and #% becomes o, and of the 2nd division a; the final
-n of ancient groups # and 4 becomes -n, except ho-k‘ou 18t and 2nd division
and some colloquial pronunciations in group BE (p. 137); words in rimes 4 and
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B with ancient initials of the k-, ts-, or 1- series give the vowel i (p. 141); after
ancient initials of the ta- or t- series the vowel of words of group Ik becomes 1,
but after ancient $- or tg- series it remains i (p. 141); ete. The development of
tones into yin and yang generally follows the surd and the voiced nature of the
original initial consonants. In tone classes p'ing and ch‘G the rule is simple,
words with original surd initials always givethe yia tone and words with voiced
initials always the yang tone. In the tone classes shang and ju, surd initials
give the yin tone, but the voiced initials requires another rule. After original
voiced stops, affricatives, and fricatives, tone class shang becomes yang ch'i and
tone class ju becomes yang ju; but after original liquids, nasals, etc. shang
remains shang (i.e. yin shang), and ju becomes mostly yin ju (p. 174).

The material of this monograph comes from three sources: (a) the material
I obtained from Mr. Yiu Kuo En in Teingtao, July 1983; (b) the material
1 obtained from Mz Huang Shen Liang in Peiping, November 1934; and (c)
gramophone records made by Y. R. Chao in Kiangsi May, 1935. The book
is divided into six chapters: 1. Introduction (pp. 1-11), 2. Phonetics (pp. 12-41),
8. Phonology (pp. 42-105), 4. Com parative or Historical Phonology (pp. 106-197),
6. Special Vocabulary (pp. 198-218), 8. Texts and Translations (pp. 219-239).

To what group does this dialect belong? I have cited in my introduction
material in regard to the migration of the Hakkas, and I come to the conclusion
that part of the inhabitants of Kiangsi are the Hakkas who have not migrated.
Linguistically there are close affinities between the Hakka and Lin-ch‘uan
dialect, such as the development of ancient voiced stops and affricatives into
their corresponding aspirated surds, the development of ancient x #nd y into f in
Ho-k‘ou, the preservation of ancient final -m and -p, the distinction of the 1at
and 2nd division of the rime groups &, 1lf, and M, the development of rimes
£ and B into i after ancient k- and ts- series, the development of rime £& into
exu, the colloquial pronunciation of group i as -an or -ian, etc. All these are
the same as the Hakka dialect of Mei-hsien. The relation of the Haxka and the
Kiangsi dialects can only be clarified by a thorough survey of dialects
belonging to these two groups, but we may here surmise that these two dialects
probably represent two divisions of one group in the larger groupings of the
Chinese dialects.
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2nd. od., Shanghai, Presbyterian Mission Press, 1364,

{ 2) Mandarin Grammar, P. 86,
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