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Abstract

This is a theorical work which studies the Chinese lexicology
with the theory of the cultural linguistics. It mainly covers five
expositions on the contemporary lexicological research: the cause
of the contemporary Chinese lexicology centennial research tradi-
tion and retrospection; viewpoint of the contemporary linguistics
of the Chinese lexicology; viewpoint of lexical structure;
methodology; the humanistic interpretation of the ancient lexico-
logical research.

The contemporary Chinese lexicology, guided by the cultur-
al linguistic theory, appearing in 1980’s, had the intrinsic in-
evitability of its subject development. For a long time, the re-
search of the Chinese lexicology centered on how it was advanta-
geous to reading, speaking and writing. In modern time, deeply
influenced by the grammar research, the Chinese lexicology fo-
cused on the research of the lexicological structure patterns. This
deviaticn of the subject development caused more and more
people’s discontent in 1980’s. In the long —time search of break-
ing the lexicolegical research deadlock, the breakthrough of the
academic development gradually displayed clearly. That is the

introduction of the “semantics” and “humanism” research. The
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contemporary Lexicology considers that the real perfect lexico-
logical research must have two combinations: the combination of
semantics and morphology; the combination of the structure and
. humanism. In the former combination, semantics is primary and
the latter is supplemental. In the latter combhination, the struc-
ture and humanism influence each other and penetrate each oth-
er. Guided by this idea, the Chinese lexicological circle hopes to
establish the Chinese lexicological theory conforming to the na-
tional cultural connotation. It advocates having the cultural inter-
pretation of the Chinese characters, and at the same time, hav-
ing a description of the lexicological structure. This research is
not a supplement to the existing lexicological knowledge, but the
reconstruction of the subject of the Chinese lexicological research
in itself.

The author thinks that in the Chinese lexicon the Han cul-
tural factors had penetrated into “lexical monomer”, “lexical
class cluster”, “lexical pattern”. “Lexical monomer” includes
generation, change, and disappearance of the characters and
meaning. “Lexical class cluster” includes the relationship among
the characters and the development ofthe whole character class
cluster. “Morphological pattern” contains phonological pattern.,
grammatical pattern and pattern of writing. The morphological
pattern is separated from the lexical monomer because the mor-
phological pattern has its own system, whose humanistic re-
search is of special significance so it deserves more attention.
The author holds the view that in the research of all the Chinese
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lexical units, the monosyllable character occupies the kernal posi-
tion. Historically, the monosyllable was the source of the Chi-
nese lexicon. In reality, the monosyllables are the most frequent
used lexical units and the basic components of new coined charac-
ters. It conforms to the structural features of the Chinese sylla-
bles, restricts the basicnature and law of the Chinese grammar
and deeply influences the generation of the Chinese compounds.
It is possible to explain correctly all the other important matters
of the Chinese lexicon only when wereally understand the Chi-
nese monosyllables.

The research methods in this book can be divided into two
tiers. The author maintains to take “the reference” as a means
and “identification” as a goal. In the meaning of character and
morphological pattern, he maintains to get the meaning from the
writing forms, and to refer to each other.

As to the humanistic tradition of the ancient morphology re-
search, the author holds that we can use as reference as follows;
the linguistic unit of “character as word”, the practical spirit of
“getting the meaning from the context”, the symmetrical struc-
ture of “semantic interrelation of two characters”, the integrated

explanation of “annotating directly by synonym”.
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