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Map of the book
NA%

Unit

Functions / structural areas

Vocabulary areas

Reading strategies

1 Odd socks

Clothes;

feelings.

Predicting;

reading for specific information;
evaluating the text;

dealing with unfamiliar words;
text organisation;

understanding the writer’s style;
reacting to the text.

2 Lessons
German

in

Describing a sequence of
events.

School trip.

Predicting;

reading for specific information;
evaluating the text;

dealing with unfamiliar words;
understanding the writer’s style,

3T cant get rid|Talking about past events; |Fire. Reading for specific informa-
of the smell of | describing feelings and im- tion;
burning pressions; evaluating the text;
past tenses. dealing with unfamiliar words;
understanding text organisation;
inferring.
4 Imperial Eng- | Talking about the past and |Science. Extracting main ideas;
lish the present; dealing with unfamiliar words;
past simple, present per- inferring;
fect, present simple and reacting to the text.
continuous.
5 Just  another |Describing behaviour; Football. Predicting;
Saturday as a | present tenses. reading for specific information;
sheep in dealing with unfamiliar words;
wolves’ clothing reacting to the text;
inferring;
understanding the writer’s style.
6 We've never | Talking about feelings; Teenagers. Predicting;

had it so bad

discussing values;
passive voice.

extracting main ideas;
evaluating the text.

7 In affection
and esteem

Speculating;
making arrangements.

Predicting;

reading for specific information;
inferring;

reacting to the text.

8 Help! I'm turn-
ing into my

dad

Telling a story;
describing behaviour.

Family holidays.

Predicting;

extracting main ideas;

dealing with unfamiliar words;
evaluating the text.

9 True stories

News items.

Reacting to the text;
extracting main ideas;
inferring.




Unit

Functions / structural areas

Vocabulary areas

Reading strategies

10 Friendship Talking about the past; Personal rela- | Reading for specific informa-
describing feelings; tionships. tion;
past tenses. extracting main information;
dealing with unfamiliar words.
11 New face of {Describing appearance and]Old age. Predicting;

ageism

stereotypes.

extracting main ideas;
dealing with unfamiliar words;
reading for specific information.

12 My favourite
place

Deseribing places;
describing atmosphere and
impressions.

City scenes.

Predicting;

understanding the writer’s style;
dealing with unfamiliar words;
reading for specific information;
inferring.

13 Home town |Describing  people  and |People and | Evaluating the text;
places. places. dealing with unfamiliar words;
inferring;
reading for specific information;
reacting to the text;
understanding the writer’s style.
14 Looking for a | Describing places; African  bush | Predicting;
rain god describing human re- | drought. dealing with unfamiliar words;
actions. reading for specific information;
evaluating the text.
15 Mirror Describing appearance; Facial fea- | Reading for specific informa-
talking about the passage of | tures. tion;
time. extracting main ideas;
dealing with unfamiliar words;
reacting to the text.
16 Colours Describing national prefer- | Colour taste | Reading for specific informa-

ences.

and fashion.

tion;
dealing with unfamiliar words;
text organisation.

17 The new world

Telling a story;
present tenses.

Predicting;
reading for specific information;
reacting 1o the text.

18 Take my tip

Describing customs;
staling opinions.

Tipping habits.

Extracting main ideas;
reading for specific information;
dealing with unfamiliar words.

19 Pilgrim  at
Tinker Creek

Describing and
sounds;
describing atmosphere and

impressions.

sights

Wildlife and

the river bank.

Text organisation;

predicting;

inferring;

understanding the writer’s style.

20 The new café

Describing  people  and
places;
telling a story;

describing feelings.

Personal rela-

tionships.

Extracting main ideas;
understanding the writer’s style.
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1 Odd socks
% T

What sort of things annoy you or go wrong in your everyday life? Think

1 2

about, for example, coat hangers ', sticky tape °, pieces of string,
photocopiers ® or automatic vending machines *. Make a list and say why

they annoy you.




Unit 1: Odd socks

HE.

DK%, OB, OREM. DANERN,

2 Look at the titles of the unit, the following article and the following

poem:

QOdd socks The odd couple The solo sock

What do you think annoys the writers? Is the subject likely to be treated

seriously or humorously?

3 In this article, which appeared in the Observer ', the writer Richard =%
Brooks uses the term MSS to talk about what annoys him, and suggests a

solytion and an explanation. Read it and find out what MSS is, and what

the solution is.

Richard Brooks on the
high divorce rate among

socks
I first noticed it about
seven or eight years ago.
Since then it has got pro-
gressively worse and more
mysterious. Missing Sock

Syndrome ° is one of the

afflictions of modern
times.

I have my theories
about MSS, but, sadly,

The odd couple

no real cure. The root of the
problem must lie in having a
large family. I haven’t done

3 but there

a foot count
must be more than 100 pairs
of socks in my household.
Every week, at least one
goes missing. Occasionally,
days or even weeks later, it
turns up.

Sometimes it is discovered
stuck in the washing ma-

chine, or, more cosily, in




the

Sometimes it is

tumble drier *.
sighted
down the back of a radia-
tor. °

But the mystery re-
Why do

desert their partners, often

mains. socks
never to return? And where
do they go when they are
never found again?

MSS can be alleviated.
One colleague says that his
decision to remain single
has been largely influenced
by not wanting to catch
MSS. Another has only

pairs of blue and red
socks; 12 pairs of each
colour.

About a year ago, get-
ting increasingly fed up
the

went out and bought five

with syndrome, |
pairs of grey socks. Very
drab °, said my wife. It
has helped,

entirely.

though not
Identical pairs,

I’ve discovered, manage to

63,
OFEE-HRELHK, UEFK), O KERTLHAE". syndrome HAR HE B T AL 51 KN —HIHELTT
RBHERE XA a jealousy syndrome, QHTTEBM BN, ORAXL T, OFHEREKACAERT
HIJE T, sight £ 4] fiighi, © drab: KE, BA PRAZRHER, X BRETHHRT MR,
/in'suisjons/: BALLLISEE , @FMHKFLOBKEMNEMZIRMA . OmERT — KT LI m R A/

end up with one sock sig-
nificantly bigger than the
other after several washes.
Last week, I asked my
youngest

daughter, aged

six, about missing socks.
She had some answers. She
looked into her sock draw-
er, and found three lone
socks. To my amazement,
she knew the whereabouts
of their ‘partner’. One was
‘in the cellar’, another ‘at

(her
friend ), while the third was

Maxine’s’ best
‘at Aunty Mary’s’.

I was stunned at her sock
Only my

nine-year-old daughter shows

insouciance ’

some early signs of inherit-
ing her father’s MSS con-
cerns. My wife thinks I'm
But then,

I have noticed that my socks

a sock bore ®.
regularly turn up on my

wife’s feet— she is cavalier

when it comes to hosiery °.

1 v ot AR b 0 1 [e——

Unit 1: Odd socks

@ insouciance



Unit 1: Odd socks

W,

4 Which of the following words would you use to describe the tone of the g

passage? Can you explain why? You may want to choose more than one

word.
pessimistic optimistic humorous serious dramatic  light-hearted
mock-serious (#1E™H ) threatening  poetic ironic

5 The writer uses slightly complex language that suggests that MSS is very g
serious. Look at these sentences from the article and write them in a
simpler way. You may want to use a dictionary to appreciate the nuances

of certain words.

1 I haven’t done a foot count. . .

2 Why do socks desert their partners. . . ?
3 MSS can be alleviated.

4 I was stunned at her sock insouciance.

5 .. .she is cavalier when it comes to hosiery.

6 Do you think his family shares his concern about MSS? Can you explain gug

why or why not?

7 The poem The solo sock is by Garrison Keillor, the contemporary s
American writer and broadcaster. Read the first two stanzas and decide

where each line ends.




