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TOEFL® Grammar Flash prepares students for Section 2, Structure and Written
Expression, of the TOEFL® Test. The text is designed for both self-study and
classroom use.

The book is divided into Parts I and II. Part I includes sixteen chapters,
each focusing on a grammar area tested in the Structure and Written Expression
section of the test. Part II provides five Structure and Written Expression
practice tests.

In Part I, the chapters are organized in order of difficulty, and not
according to the frequency of errors that occur on the test. However, if time is
limited, the five chapters indicated below, which treat grammatical issues that
most often cause errors on the TOEFL® Test, can be studied first. The remaining
chapters have about the same ratio of error frequency and can be studied in any
order.

Chapter 15 Word Forms

Chapter 16  Word Choice and Redundancy
Chapter 4 Verbs

Chapter 13 Parallel Structure

Chapter 2 Pronouns

In each chapter the errors made in both the Structure part and the Written
Expression part of the TOEFL® Test are covered together. The ““On the TOEFL®
Test”’ section of each chapter gives examples of errors tested in the Structure
part or the Written Expression part as they occur on the test. Also, the grammar
focus exercise that follows is based on errors made in the Structure and Written
Expression section.

Each chapter in Part I opens with a reading passage of general interest.
The aim of this passage is to provide a context for the grammar focused on in
the chapter as well as introduce students to the academic content areas covered
in the Structure and Written Expression section. The level of difficulty in these
initial passages is lower than that of the reading passages in the Vocabulary and
Reading Comprehension section of the TOEFL® Test, since their aim is not to
improve reading skills but to provide a context for the grammar focused on in
the chapter and make the grammar section of the exam more engaging and
interesting for the student.



TOEFL GRAMMAR FLASH

Structure of Each Chapter

INTRODUCTION

The Reading passage focuses on the grammar area of the chapter and at the
same time covers a content area of the TOEFL® Test through a subject of general
interest. Exercises based on the reading passage introduce and reinforce the
structure or grammar area focused on in the chapter.

FOCUS ON GRAMMAR AREA

This part covers one of the grammar areas tested in the Structure and Written
Expression section of the TOEFL® Test. The examples and exercises are related
in subject matter to the content area of the chapter. Strategies are given
throughout this part.

ON THE TOEFL® TEST
This part focuses on the identification of errors found on the TOEFL® Test,

giving specific examples.

EXERCISES ON GRAMMAR FOCUS AREA
This part provides practice with TOEFL® Test-type questions on the grammar
area focused on in the chapter. Items are in areas of mixed content.



TO THE STUDENT

Peterson’s TOEFL® Grammar Flash will prepare you for Section 2, Structure
and Written Expression, of the TOEFL® Test. The book is designed for both
self-study and use in a classroom with a teacher. In sixteen chapters it covers all
the main areas of grammar tested in this section of the test and provides you
with simple explanations, TOEFL® Test-type examples, and practice. For further
practice there are five Structure and Written Expression practice tests in Part II
of the book. You can check your answers to the exercises in the book and the
practice tests in the Answer Key at the back of the book.

As well as preparing you for the types of errors that are tested in the
Structure and Written Expression section of the TOEFL® Test, this book
introduces and familiarizes you with the major content areas that appear on the
TOEFL® Test. These content areas are physical sciences, social sciences, and the
arts and humanities.

I hope this book will make the content areas and grammar more
interesting and accessible to you.



~ STRUGTURE AND WRITTEN.
~ EXPRESSION

The Structure and Written Expression Section of
the TOEFL® Test

Section 2 of the TOEFL® Test tests your understanding of English grammar. The
section is divided into two parts, with a different type of question in each part:

A: Structure (questions 1-15) tests sentence completion.
B: Written Expression (questions 16-40) tests error identification.

The number of items in the Structure and Written Expression parts are as
follows:

Short Long
\ Form Form
Structure 15 23
Written Expression 25 37
Total 40 60
Time 25 minutes 35 minutes

* Language: Section 2 tests standard written English. The language in this
section is more formal than the language in the listening Comprehension
section. There will be no contractions (there’s) or idiomatic expressions.

e Topics: The topics in Section 2 are about academic subjects: the physical
sciences (astronomy, geology), social sciences (anthropology, nutrition), or
the arts and humanities (music, art). But you do not have to know about these
subjects to answer the questions.

There are cultural references to the United States and Canada. These
references may be to people, places, or things related to the United States and
Canada, but you do not have to know any of these references or facts. All you
have to do is concentrate on the structure of the sentence. A knowledge of the
facts referred to in this section are entirely irrelevant to your score.

¢ Grammar points tested: Although a wide range of grammar points is tested,
certain grammar points occur over and over again. Each chapter of this text
concentrates on a particular grammar point tested on the TOEFL® Test.



TOEFL GRAMMAR FLASH

TACTICS

There are two ways of answering the questions appearing on the TOEFL® Test.

1. By analyzing the grammar of a sentence: In the Structure -part you can
analyze the part that is missing, and in the Written Expression part the
incorrect underlined item can be worked out.

2. By using your intuition: Some people ‘‘feel” an answer is right or
wrong, although they may not know the grammar. This way may work
for a person who has learned English by listening and speaking.

STRATEGIES FOR STRUCTURE AND WRITTEN
EXPRESSION

o Familiarize yourself with the directions for both parts so you do not waste
time reading the directions and examples.

* Answer every item. If you do not know the answer, do not leave a blank
space. Always guess, even if you do not know. Wrong answers will not count
against you. You can use a ‘‘guess’’ letter. A guess letter is one letter, A, B, C,
or D, that you can use to answer all the items you do not know. You are more
likely to get some correct if you use the same letter through the whole test
than if you change letters all the time.

* Use your time carefully. Always read the four choices, even if they seem easy.
‘You may make a careless mistake by answering a question too quickly. Don’t
lose time thinking about something you do not know. Mark the item lightly
on your answer sheet so you can go back to it later. Go on to the next item.
You should not spend more than thitty seconds per item.



STRUCTURE AND WRITTEN EXPRESSION

Strategies for Structure: Questions 1-15 |

This part of the test consists of fifteen incomplete sentences. A part of each
sentence is replaced by a blank. Under each sentence four choices are
lisled, A, B, C, and D. One of the choices logically and grammatically
completes the sentence.

o look at the answer choices first.

o IFthey are short, you can get an idea of what to look for when you read
the sentence.

o If they are long, read the sentence (stem) first. Analyze its structure.
Work out how many clauses there are. See if the clauses have subjects
and verbs. Look for connectors that join the clauses. Then look at the
four choices. If you still do not know the answer, eliminate as many
distractors as you can and fake a guess from your remaining choices.

e Read all the choices. Never choose an answer before reading all four
choices. Some of the choices may be very similar, and you may make a
careless mistake.

o Read the sentence completely with the answer you have chosen. Make
sure your answer fits. If the answer does not sound right, it may not be. If
you do not know, guess and go on. If you have time you can come back
to the difficult items later.

o Watch for the following when you insert your answer info the senfence:
e Your answer may have an unnecessary word or phrase.
o It may be incomplete.

« It may be ungrammatical. If so, discard that answer and reconsider the
remaining three.

o Use your time carefully. Do not spend so much time that you will not have
enough time fo finish the Written Expression part. Budget your time
carefully. Do not spend more than thirty seconds on each item.




TOEFL GRAMMAR FLASH

Strategies for Written Expression: Questions 16-30
This part of the test consists of twenty-five sentences. Each sentence has four
or phrases, A, B, C and D that are underlined. You must identify the
incorrect word or phrase.
* Read the complete sentence quickly. Do not read just the underlined words
or phrases. The underlined words or phrases may be correct on their own
but incorrect in the context of the sentence. ¥

o The error will always beunduﬁnod'.Domlook‘ormsindh:r“rrh
of the senfence. The rest of the sentence will only provide you with the
clues to help you find the error.

* If you cannot find the error, go through a mental checklist of the most
common fypes of errors (see the following table for a list of common
errors) and see whether one of the underlined parts fits info one of the
categories.

* If you still cannot find the error, eliminate the parts that seem correct, and
then take a guess from your remaining opfions.

Most Common Errors in Written Expression’

Error Category Frequency
‘Word form 21%
Word choice 15
Verbs 12
Parallel structure

Pronouns

Singular/plural nouns

Verbals (infinitives, gerunds, participles)
Prepositions

Articles

Comparative and superlatives

Word order

Conjunctions

Redundancy

Other types of errors

BN NN NN D

"Based on Bruce Roger’s analysis of 20 different exams that test takers were
allowed to keep after Disclosed Test Admission.
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