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Introduction

Abstract

Introduction attempts to define and expound the nature and domain
of English Lexicology, explains the relationship between English
Lexicology and other disciplines, presents the methods of study and

discusses the aims and significance of the course.

Main Points
1. Nature and domain of English Lexicology
2. Relation to other disciplines
3. Methods of study

4. Aims and significance of the course

Chinese Version

0.1 ZFREICF M RFEE

WILFEREFHH— 10X, BHRANKRENE XH#
%, TEFILE B ERREERIBENESEH ., B XEH. 8L
KA, ARG EE., WIAXMFEERL.

FUERNCE R — TR AIRR, (8L S 7 M OR a4 2
. FE, WL X AERREA LR, ¥R, RITE
BeRloK B BIR A T E, TR BHENA, T RBEERE
3,



0.2 ZBFRHLEEHMBFHPXER

REFEFEFRLEFAGZRETFHN IS, EARBHFESH
R A, WESE . EXE., AEE, UEE, ARES
%,

HBFRIBEREH— 0%, EERESHEFRANEE
ity FHE, WILERHRAKESSEH, WiAKERZER. W
H, (TR R R AR, TR R AR TR . B
TERXREY,

A R R AR EA T AR IREER MR
W H B 8% MES RN, RWALERD, SAEEM
ﬁ,ﬂi?%ﬁ%%mﬁ&E@#A¢ﬂﬁ%$Fﬁ% P AR
%%*ﬂ%x@k%¢%ké%£ko

BXFENEF BRI, k. 8k, %E%%Aﬁﬁﬂﬁm
%%%XoﬁiifiﬁﬁﬁIMEx,mﬂX%#ﬁ\ﬁX%
F (BUKRR, AARR, LUER, LETIREH),

SR B LR R R, PRNARERAT., iF
F. W% BRESTHE WILFRIFRUE, AREER
SR ERTCH SR B A ThEE

L AL R REAER, B, BEMMHE. it
FRY R, ATEmEi AN SR ERER, SEFRETENS
% AL E A KA ENL AR X5 B AR, HEELEIRM
RS,

HU A, EERCEMOHRAEERE, NWAFE. HEQR
W, xR, EFFRMRES AL,

0.3 AR F*
WAl FEAE RO . Rk, RIS, R
R B EPHARENSAMIAL, EFANEXURENZHEX
2



£, B, wile WHARBEXNR “E", EHEFEXN “LA", #%
SCAPBAR 8 7E midwife (BIF=E, 7=¥€). housewife (REHL) %
F, BETXH RN, XRARLHFRENES. T
BB BF ST M BT 58 & R Y A BESRFE TR R XA B s KB X
oL, BATAR wife BINHHIE wif (X AN) EEMRM, R
EEEXTEE4% /D, TR ‘BB T, B “E, EFRENE
A, XEFFEMEEAER, EhFE, s—Aw. R
B E, BWEEIR, AAEAEFRIEIL,

0.4 FFACENENEREX

BEEFIJAEEIET. BE. WIL=KETER, #LH
ZIRBEEER, BRRESH (1972) ¥ “WAITE, K&
B, BAREL, REIE,” ALEREMSE (1990) RET
FREEHM A, Mikh, — P AEIEIES, TRIBEF¥BE4
i, EEHENGEEAER, BRARILREEX, B3 XHFRHAT
REB LI, BTl S BRI, BRERILERIE
LR, BAEIRERRRETHTLEN.

TREIMIEFM N, EERENE, FBTY RELCR, &
B R BB AN, TR AEILHERE, BEENL
B RER, AR T mEXR A ER, eI EEI X,
RECIESR, TRANENSEH. BXWRHERELXE, &
B RIRIE B 5, RASEERSE, THE—SERARA, 7
OO R A T AR, R E MR RN RIS,

FEC A HOT E R . F A0, a2 A X iR
FLAg4 2, MBRFIEARXMBITNES, mMRESEFEN
R, BEHFEBR., W, T X2 A 1F i 42 A IR R
R, % REICRELSREE, FXIE. FTIEXAAR, 7
LA i SCRRE M E N . A T RS AIAX B B RiEICE T R 5
WATG . BT LA ILAMA R, JFRERGRER, LB

3



PR AL F.

Key to Questions and Tasks

1. Lexicology is a branch of linguistics, inquiring into the origins
and meanings of words.

2. English Lexicology is a theoretically-oriented course, concerned
with the basic theories of English words, investigating and
studying the morphological structures of English words and word
equivalents, their semantic structures, sense relations, historical
development, formation and usages.

3. English Lexicology is closely related to such subjects as morphol-
ogy, semantics, etymology, stylistics, lexicography, etc. As a
dependent course, each of the mentioned subjects focuses on the
very area as indicated but in more depth and breadth. Lexicolo-
gy, however, covers some content of each, but only concerned
with the area of words.

4. Language study involves the study of speech sounds, grammar
and vocabulary. A student of any language must study the three
components of the language. Since English Lexicology deals with
English words, naturally the student of English should study
English Lexicology. The study of English Lexicology will enable
learners to develop their own personal vocabulary and increase
word power; to have a deeper understanding of word-meaning
and be able to organize, classify and remember words more effec-
tively; to use words more accurately and appropriately; to use
dictionaries more skillfully and improve problem-solving ability.
In a word, it will help increase learners’ lexical awareness and

lexical competence.



Additional Exercise

1. Each statement is followed by a number of alternative answers.

Choose all these that you think are right.

( ) 1) In

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

Lexicology, we shall study

the combination of morphemes into words
the development of speech sounds of English
synonyms, antonyms, and hyponyms

the stylistic effect of sentences

the structure of discourse

( ) 2) Which of the following is (are) NOT true?

A.

B.

E.

Lexicology is theoretical in nature, but very practi-
cal, too.

The study of the current state of the words of one
period is synchronic whereas the inquiry of the his-

torical development of words is diachronic.

. A good knowledge of vocabulary guarantees correct

use of the language.

. Semantics deals with sense relations and the forma-

tion of words.

Lexicology and lexicography have a lot in common
because both deal with words.

2. The study of lexicology is beneficial to us in a number of ways.

Choose all those alternatives that you think indicate the benefits.

A.

MY 0w

e

Conscious expansion of vocabulary.

Better organization of vocabulary.

. Better innovation of spelling.
. Better interpretation of word meaning.
. Better teaching skills.

. Getting rid of differences between sound and form.

5



G. More skills in using dictionaries.

H. Better knowledge of the history of the English lan-
guage.

Key to Additional Exercise

1 1) A C
2) C, D
2 A B D, G



Chapter 1

Basic Concepts of Words and Vocabulary

Abstract

This chapter gives a scientific definition of a word, discusses the re-
lationship between sound and meaning, between sound and form,
between words and vocabulary, puts forward the three main princi-
ples of lexical classification and elaborates on the features of basic
word stock and non-basic vocabulary, content words and functional

words, native words and borrowed words.

Main Points

. Definition of a word
. Sound and meaning
. Sound and form

. Vocabulary

w»v & W N -

. Classification of words
» basic word stock and non-basic vocabulary
* content words and functional words

* native words and borrowed words

Chinese Version
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