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DIALOGS

Waiter : Victoria Restaurant.
Caller:Hello,Id like to make a reservation for tonight.
Waiter :I see. What time?
Caller : Eight-thirty splease.
Waiter ; We're quite busy then'. Could you come later?
Caller:No,I can’t. But I can make it earlier.
Waiter :Mmm. . . well ,our manager is coming to the phone. Hold
on,please.
Manager : Hello! May I help you?
Caller: Yes. Can I book a table” at about eight-thirty?
Manager: Well, 'm sorry,sir. But could you come later? We’re
quite busy then.
Caller:I see. I may come earlier.
Manager : Good. I can give you something® at seven.
Caller; That’s a little early,but it will have to do.
Manager:May I have your name?
Caller: Wang.
Manager : Pardon?
Caller: W—A--N—G,Wang.
9
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Manager ;: How many will be in your party,Mr. Wang?
Caller:Four of us.

Manager; Very good. Four people at seven. Right*?
Caller . That’s right.

Manager : OK,we’ll be looking for you,Mr. Wang®.
Caller : Thank you very much. Goodbye!

Manager: You are welcome. Goodbye!

‘Waiter ;:Here is the menu.
Alice:Thank you.

Waiter:Are you ready to ordet now'?

Alice: Yes. I'll have roast beef, French fned potatoes and green
beans. Noodle soup first—they say it’s extra good here.
Vanilla ice cream and coffee for dessert.

Waiter ;What kind of salad® would you like?

Alice:I'll have tossed salad. v

Waiter ; What dressing do you want?

Alice:French dressing,please.

Waiter: Do you want your roast beef rare, medlum, or well-

done?

Alice ; Well-done, please.

Waiter : Anything else?

Alice ; Nothing else. Thank you.

Waiter: You’re welcome. How about you,Ma’am?
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Mary:I'll take pork chops,with creamed corn,mashed potatoes
and tossed salad. Apple pie and iced tea for dessert.

Waiter ; What about you?

Ruth .11l take the easy way out and try today’s special™.

Mary: Are you sure you’ll like it?

Ruth: Yes,I think so. Let’s see what’s included in today’s spe-
cial.

Mary: Hope it tastes good".

Ruth:I think it does.

Waiter:Is that all?

Ruth; Yes,that’s all. Thank you.

Waiter : You’re welcome.
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TEXT

AMERICAN FOOD CUSTOMS

llZ

Americans tend to eat their mid-day meal* very quick-

O

ly,and to eat their evening meal very late by Chinese stan-
dards. American hos%itality at meals is often

much less formal than Chinese hospitality. Customs will
i@;ﬂ; ....... IE*E

vary deper;éiing on the section of the country and the situa-

tion. .

Often guests are expected to help themselves to food. If
other diners are serving themselves,a guest should not wait
for the host or héstess to put food oh his/her plate. Ameri-
can meals usually do not have as many dishes as formal Chi-
nese meals. The order of the serving of dishes™ is very dif-
ferent. Usually a large Western meal will be served in some-

thing like the following order:
LT 8K FF

appetizers FFEEMH
soup and / or salad

entree (the main course of a meal; usually meat,
fowl,aor fish)

vegetables (served at the same time as the entree)
J— 7 P




potatoes , noodles ,or rice (served at the same time
as the entree)
dessert,coffee,tea,or brandy
It is common to drink water with ice, grape wine, or
milk with meals. Many people drink coffee during meals.

The grape wine will often taste sour in comparison with

oo

% 5
Chinese wines. This sour tasting wine is called “dry”wine,

and is very popular and expensive in the West. When people

refer to wine, they mean grape wine. Strong alcoholic
beverages (e. g. brandy, whiskey )are called li(ﬁor .It is very
wH Ll ]

rude to smoke during meals.

Informal dinners are sometimes  pot luck or

HERES

byob! . A pot luck dinner is a dinner to which each per-
BNWERE

son invited will bring a dish. Byob stands for “bring your
own bottle”. If you are going to drink wine,you should bring

some with you.
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NOTES

1. We’re quite busy then. th b B R “X M EIRIIGH = EL”.
Rl & B E 0] Ui We’re very/pretty/rather busy,

2. ++-book a table, “STEEfZ”. [R]BY 3% L1} have a table, have/
make a reservation. 24§ #& ¥£ BT LA i¥§ reserve a table. B 5}, 1T
------ = 38 L4 B book —1i, 11 :to book a seat on a plane,to
book a film ticket %,

3.1 can give you something. “RBBAKSH L. BEXRESD
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