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EDITOR'S NOTE

The Comprehensive Investigation of Maritime Silk Route of UNESCO was one of the
major activities of the World Decade for Cultural Development.

The investigation ship started from Venice of Italy on 23rd October, 1990. It sailed
through the Adriatic Sea,the Mediterranean Sea, the Aegean Sea, the Suez Canal, the
Red Sea, the Arabian Sea, the Indian Ocean, the Strait of Malacca, South China Sea,
the Korean Peninsula and arrived in Osaka of Japan eventually.

. Quanzhou International Seminar was held in Chen Jiageng Memorial Hall in Hua
Qiao University on 17-20th February, 1991. This seminar, focusing on the subject matter:
China and the Maritime Silk Route, was one of the series of international academic
projects of the overall investigation along the Maritime Silk Route.

U'nder the guidance of Chinese Institute of Social Sciences and the coordination section
for China 's comprehensive research project of the Silk Road, the organizational and
preparatory work of t_he Conference were carried out by the preparatory committee
composed of China ‘s Overseas Communications History Research Association, Chinese
Navigation Society, Hua Qiao University, Fujian Social Sciences Union, Fujian Academy
of Social Sciences, Fujian Archaeological Museum Society and Quanzhou Museum of
(verseas Communications History, with China 's Overseas Communications History Research
Association and Quanzhou Museum of Overseas Communications History took charge of
the specific affairs of the secretariat.

The participants of the Conference were Chinese scholars, the specialists and scholars
from respective countries of the maritime investigation team, and the scholars invited
directly by the preparatory committee from U.S.A., Canada, Britain, France, Gemany,
Italy, Sweden, Australia, Japan and Singapore. The number of the participants amounted
to one hundred. Fifty academic treatises were submitted to the Conference.

For the convenience of academic discussions and exchanges, we editors, with the
patronage of Fujian People 's Publishing House, published this anthology of treatises before
the opening of the seminar. This anthology, of course, can not include all the treatises in
that some authors did not submit their papers puntually or just sent in the abstracts instead

of complete papers. Nevertheless, the late naners are expected to appear in a forthcoming




continuation after the Conference.

This anthology was edited according to the categories of contents and chronological
arrival of contributions, and was printed by the means of photographic plate-making to
the originals. There is no target language translation except that for referential use the
Chinese abstracts were rendered into English and vice versa.

In the course of editing the book, we abided by the principle of * Let flowers of many
kinds blossom, diverse schools of thoughts contend " so as to incorporate opinions of
different nature and enliven academic atmosphere. Except for very few misprints or
incongruous layouts in some original papers, we did no more revisions or amendments.
The papers of this anthology, therefoer, only represent the viewpoints of the authors, not
the editors.

Finally, we wish to express here our hearty thanks and respects to the authqrs for their
industrious efforts; to the public figures, the sponsors, the respective leading bodies of the
government, and the printing and publishing departments for their sincere concern and
generous support; and to all those who, in one way or another, helped in the completion

of this anthology.

Editors
December, 1990.
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On the Maritime “Silk Road” and the
Cultural Exchange between China and
Foreign Countries

Chen Yan

Peking University, China
Abstract

Chinese silk has earned worldwide fame ever since it was introduced to foreign coun -
tries by land and sea before Christ. Chinese and foreign scholars

have successfully studjed
the “silk road " by land but have

failed to systematically study the introduction of ¢
silk to the outside world by sea: i.e its impact as well as
ural; exchangebetween C

hinese
its important position inthe cult -
hinaand foreign countries. In fact, the export of the Chinese si-

Ik by sea continued and developed over a much longer time, reached wider regions and had

greater historical influence than trade by land. In this paper the history of the maritime
silk road " is divided into three periods:1) the formative period before Tang Dynasty (618
-907); 2} the developmental period during the Tang and Song Dynasties (960-1279) : and 3)

the golden age of the maritime 'silk road '— the export of Chinese silk during theYuan,

Ming and Qing Dynasties (1271-1840 Opium War). The paper will disc uss the export of C -
hinese silk and its contribution to world civilization during these three Periods,
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Scientific and Technological Exchange between China
and Other Countries in Navigation

Jin Qiupeng

Institute of the History of Natural
Sciences Chinese Academy of Sciences

Abstract

In the history of the communication at sea, the development of political, economic and
cultural contacts among different countries and regions brought about a continual grow-
th of scientific and technological exchange. In this article we mainly discuss and probe
into the process of exchange between China and other civilized countries
and regions in the three fields of navigation--manufacture of gunpowder and guns, and
making of sugar. It can thus be seen that the scientific and technological exchange betw -
een China and other countries was not unilateral, but bilateral or even multilateral. This
exchange had greatly contributed to the development of civilization among the concerned
countries and regions. we also deem that the scientific and technological exchange in the
past was not limited to the above-mentioned fields, but was much more extensive and al-
most including every field of science and technology. Therefore, the history of scientific
and technological exchange among different countries should be considered as an import-
ant chapter in the history of the developnient of civilization in the world.
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