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PREFACE

The publication of the China’s Cities Encyclopaedic Series edited by the Guangming Daily Publish-
ing House is an undertaking of great significance, favourable for exchanging information among cities in
China, bringing their potentialities into full play, boing researches on the urbanization of the country
and the modernization of her cities, as well as promoting their overall development.

With abundant. reliable information, vivid descriptions and colourful illustrations, the Lanzhou Vo-
lume gives a comprehensive introduction of the historical, political, economic, educational, scientific,
technological, cultural and urban construction "aspects of this city, reflecting her current economic and
scientific outlook, analizing her essential characterics and her position and functions in the whole prov-
ince, and looking forward to her future development.

It is hoped that the publication of this book will enhance the understanding of this city by foreign
friends and entrepreneurs, overseas Chinese and our nationals in Hong Kong and Macao, contribute to
the establishment of multiform, multilevel traverse connections among commercial, industrial, cultural,
educational, medical, scientific and technical units in various cities for purposes of their simultaneous
development, and help the residents here to knowand love her better, encouraging themto strive hard to
build her gradually into a multipuroose, open-style metropolis with distinctive features for the prosperity
of Gansu and the vast Northwest China. )

Lanzhou is forging ahead; Lanzhou is taking off. It has very broad prospects. The day will come
when she will boast verdant surrounding mountains and galaxies of talented people. A city in the midst
of a forest and people enjoying themselves in a garden-like city, this fond ideal of ours is by no means
a remote possibility. After decades of strenuous efforts, it is bound to come true.

Mayor» of Lanzhou
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