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Preface

Mr. Li Xian Deng has devoted himself in pre-Qin archeology research for many
years, and achieved abundant results. Now he picked some of his former papers to make
up of a book named Research and Exploration of Xia Shang Zheu Bronze Culture, and
asked me to write the preface. Although I am interested in and care for these issues, |
have no special research in it, so, now I try my best to write the preface.

Researchers today who devote themselves into pre-Oin history research must know
archeology and ancient inscriptions just as knowing ancient documents well, otherwise
he will hardly carry out the research. Mr. Li is a productive scholar, and has a knowl-
edge background of professional archeological education. Under the experience of work-
ing in both Art Museum, Tianjin and Tianjin Normal University, latterly worked in Ar-
chaeology Department, National of Chinese History Museum, he never forgets field
archeology, and found opportunities to take part in excavations as well as researching
antiques, ancient documents and inscriptions in museum. At last he formed his own
character,

The problem of Xia Shang Zhou bronze culture is a huge and complex field. Mr.
Li’s research had paid much attention to its origin, which includes origins of cities,
written language, the smelt of bronze and some important content of this civilization.
These are hot themes today.

Now many researchers are taking part in the research of the origin of Chinese an-
cient civilization. There are many different thoughts at the first sight from the surface,
but there are no great differences among them indeed. For example, the opinions of the
exact time of the origin are mainly two: Xia Dynasty and Longshan (J§ Ll1) Period , while
other opinions confirm the age earlier or latter. These opinions seemed as greatly dis-
similar. But in fact, Longshan Insistors don’t think that there was a mature civilization
at that time, but there was obvious social stratification. Meanwhile, the powerful polit-
ical organization which controlled the whole society, and archaic states had emerged.
All these were distinguished from primitive communist society. The Xia Dynasty insis-
tors never think that the civilization of Xia Dynasty was emerged at one morning, there

was a long period of evolvement, and the Longshan (J1l1) Period was the key time of
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this period. Those who say the original time should be earlier or later do not deny these
facts, too. In this discussion, although the different understanding of “civilization” is
important, the more important factor is how to elucidate, explain and appraise these
archeological data. Mr. Li is a Xia Dynasty insistor, but he paid special attention to
Longshan Period and the Fire Emperors (7.7 ) Period which has always been considered
as legends, and he tried his best to make his opinion plausible.

As there are different opinions in the problem of original time, the opinoin of the
original area and model are different, too. Xia Dynasty insistors emphasis the impor-
tance of the Central Plains, they think that the ancient civilization of China was almost
unitary, but they don’t deny that other areas had some affect on it. Meanwhile, Long-
shan insistors emphasis the multiarea and multicultural factors, but they point out that
these different cultures had obviously affected on each other, gradually they became the
same, and the dominant role of the Central Plains should be emerged in Xia Dynasty. So
they support the opinion of “multi-origins but one system” model.

The origin of Chinese ancient culture had a long process, and experienced a long pe-
riod. It can be divided into several period, this is the same thought of many scholars.
but whether there should be some standard criteria for defining civilization, there are
many different opinions. In China, cities, bronzes and writing maybe used as criteria.
So the research in these areas is valuable. As the archeological data are not abundant
now, these researches are groping work at present time, With the accumulation of
archeological data, these problems should be clearer gradually. At that time our knowl-
edge about the origin of Chinese ancient civilization will be more accurate.

Mr. Lialways has a strict research attitude. He puts up with his opinion audacious-
ly when he thinks that there are abundant evidence, and he consult with others when en-
counters unacquainted problems. For example, he judged the exact time of Sanxingdui
(=E3E) bronzes based on not only the analysis of their type and design, but also the
their smelt craft. The former is the method of typology which he is familiar with, but
he is not satisfied with merely this, he consulted with other experts about bronze smelt
crafts, later he drew a conclusion which distinguished from those only by analyzing

types. Although the conclusion maybe questioned, this attitude should be praised and

advocated.

Yan Wenming

Jan. 2001
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Author’s Preface

While I was graduating from the Forth High School, Beijing, my father, Mr. Li
Wancheng accepted the advice of his close friend, Prof. Rong Geng, and suggested me
to choose archeology as my future major, later, after winning the first-class of the
whole north China in the entrance examination for college, I became a student of the
Archeology Department, Peking University, which was the beginning of my archeologi-
cal career. After graduation, I was dispatched to Tianjin Art Museum, to study Chinese
ancient bronzes, and pick out bronzes from wastrels. So I had accumulated rich experi-
ence in this aspect. During the Culture Revolution years, 1 took part in choosing confis-
cated antiques, and had found many rare antiques, such as oracle-bone inscriptions
which had been stored by Mr. Meng Guanghui, etc. So I begun my research in ancient
inscriptions from then. At the year of 1978, I went back to the National Museum Chi-
nese History, Beijing, and took part in the excavation in Dengfeng, Henan Province at
once, which had last for 10 years. This is the beginning of my research in Xia culture
and the origin of Chinese ancient civilization.

Now, forty years has passed, and the new 21st century has come. To conclude my
research results and to make a new start in my second half life, I have picked out 40 ar-
ticles from my 100 ones, named Research and Exploration of Xia Shang Zhou Bronze
Culture, to devote it to the new century and my father, Mr. Li Wancheng and my
beloved teacher Prof. Rong Geng.

The content is made up of three parts. The first part is the origin of Chinese an-
cient civilization and the Xia Shang and Zhou culture. I believe that the existence of Xia
Dynasty is a true history, and the Xia culture is the formal birth of Chinese ancient civi-
lization, while Wudi (five kings) Period is the origin age of Chinese ancient culture.
The character of Chinese ancient culture is that it has many branches, but only one main
stream. And the centralized empire is its existent character, which is distinguished from
the Western ancient city states. And the course and photographs of my excavation of the
remains of one bronze gui-vessel (%) at Wangchenggang site is going to be published
here for the first time.

The second part of the book is my research on ancient bronzes. For I've been a pro-
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fessor of both Beijing Union University and the training-center of the National Cultural
Relics Bureau, Tai’an (Z€9) for many years, | have accumulated many teaching materi-
als of more than one hundred thousand words, and some of them have been published.
The publication of those teaching materials shows my leavaing process of ancient bronze
vessels.

The third part is my research on ancient inscriptions, introducing some rare oracle
bone inscriptions bronze inscriptions, pottery inscriptions, etc, which 1 have found.
Those are valuable materials for the future studies.

Prof. Yan Wenming from Peking University has written the preface for me, and
highly respected Prof. Zhao Guangxian from Peking Normal University, has written the
title of the book, now 1 express my sincere thanks to them. At last, I’ll give my sincere
thanks to Mr. Wangdu, the Chairman of Fengshi (4 &) Culture Services Limited com-
pany, Taipei, for the financial support of the publishing of this book, and thanks also
go to Mr. Zhou Haisheng for his great help. Mr. Yan Xiangdong and Mr. Chen Liang
from Science press have contributed a lot to the pubecilation of this book, I extend my

thanks to them.

Dec. 2000, Beijing
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