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“0K. 'Hello. Mr. Frog.
may I drink some water? '

‘Certainly. Please help
yourself. '™
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“Practice makes
perfect.”
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Once upon a time, there was a fool called Zhang San,who tried to be clever.
"Ha,ha, finally," he congratulated himself after some counting, "I have saved up

three hundred taels of silver! Let me put it away so no thief could get at it" And so
he double-locked the silver in a chest.
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He got tired from all that effort which also got him only more worried. No,
chest was too exposed, he thought. So he buried it.
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"Now it is quite safe and sound,"he tried to calm himself. But then a sudden
thought roubled him. “Oh, no, if anybody got the idea, my silver would be un-
earthed and stolen."For safety's sake, he wrote a bill reading “"There is no silver
here"and posted it on the spot.
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AnelghbmwcalledWanngsawaﬂtha(anddugupmedmestofsﬂvermﬂle
night. To be clear of suspicion, he wrote another bill posted beside Zhang's

reading,"Wang Er next door has not stolen.”



Early next moming Zhang San went to inspect the spot. He noticed that the earth
had been tumed. "Oh, dear, my silver is gone," he thought. "Aha! Wang Er must
have done it! Let me straighten it out with him at once." said Zhang San, very
cross indeed with his neighbour.
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And then he saw the bill next to his own. On second thought, he was convinced that
WangE:oouLdrxﬂmvcmiqu'thebillsaidhedidrn."Bmwlndmmit?"mmmmd
Zhang San, totally perplexed. "There is no silver here” has now become an expression
meaning the more one tries to conceal, the more one reveals.
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One day a proud landlord showed his new kitchen to a visitor and said, "Not a bad
kitchen, is it?" fishing for compliment. But the visitor only muttered some "well"'s
and "maybe"s.
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"Maybe," the visitor went on, "your kitchen is not so safe.” "Not safe? Non-
sense!" exclaimed the disappointed landlord, obviously offended. "You see," the
visitor explained, "the hay close to stove can easily catch fire." "If you find my
kitchen so unsafe,” said the angry host, "Get out!”
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But the unwelcomed guest was in eamest. He persisted and tried to tell his host to
remedy the situation by bending his chimney. "Out!" shouted the host. "Or Tl get
you bended."
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risk and caution.



